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Purpose

• Created in 1972
• Fulfill the public trust as a steward of 

historic & cultural resources significant 
to the people if Madison

• Complete historic resource surveys
• Educate public on our shared past





Roles

Staff
• Preservation practice expertise
• Municipal process
• BI Minimum Housing coordination
• Façade Grant team
• CDBG compliance reviews
• Conference/public presentations
• Administer grant projects
• State compliance 

Landmarks Commission
• Oversee public process to enforce 

the preservation ordinance
• 7 members

• Alder
• Architect
• Historian
• Real Estate Professional
• 1 At Large with Expertise in 

Construction
• 2 At Large Members



Landmarks Commission

Always
• Project Review (Certificate of Appropriateness)
• Advisory recommendation on historic value of 

proposed demolitions

Sometimes
• Adjacency to a Landmark advisory recommendation
• Demolition by Neglect
• CLG comment on Federal undertakings 
• CLG comment on National Register nominations
• Community partner presentations
• Technical Trainings
• Nominations



Landmarks Commission

Oversee public process to enforce the preservation ordinance
7 members

• Alder
• Architect
• Historian
• Real Estate Professional
• 2 Members at Large
• 1 w/ expertise in construction



Project Review

Standards
MGO 41.18: Obtaining a CoA

1) New construction or exterior 
alteration

2) Demolition or Removal
3) Signs
4) Land Divisions and Combinations

MGO 41G: Historic District Standards

Year LC Staff Total
2017 64 (23%) 159 223
2018 54 (31%) 120 174
2019 51 (27%) 139 190
2020 40 (26%) 112 152
2021 50 (22%) 180 230
2022 43 (19%) 178 221
2023 29 (12%) 216 245



Project Review

• Fair & balanced process
• Same standard for everyone
• Exemptions for tax credit 

projects?
• Quasi-judicial process

• Appeals to Common Council
• Ex parte communications



Focus on Facts

• Can’t be personal
• “Help us get to a yes”
• Sometimes “no” is the only 

answer



Findings

• Motion should cite compliance with code/ordinance
• Exceptions need specific findings

• Precedent
• Policy
• Arbitrary & Capricious

7-11 N Pinckney St Findings



Application & COA

• Both must be understandable to the general public
• Be specific in expectations



Old Application Form



New Application Form





https://www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/planning/project-review/1589/
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