
From: Sally Lehner
To: Evers, Tag
Cc: Transportation Commission; Patterson, John; Tao, Yang; Sanon, Reuben A; Munger, Sam R.; "VNA President";

Michael Rewey; annelizabethkovich@gmail.com
Subject: Re: Sasha Rosen
Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 1:15:38 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from sa_lehner@hotmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Dear Alderman Evers,

When you vote on the budget, you make choices of where to allocate funds.  I’m glad you are
planning to allocate more funds to traffic enforcement, thank you.

Please see a sampling of articles from the New York Times, Isthmus, and Wisconsin State
Journal that I’ve read indicating less funding in the budget for traffic enforcement while you
and the current mayor were in office.  I don’t make statements flippantly, that’s great you
didn’t cut a TEST team and will advocate to fund another.

Sincerely,
Sally Lehner 

https://madison.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_6b418be4-bab8-5313-a328-
e31e88fc5ea3.html?mode=nowapp

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/07/29/upshot/traffic-enforcement-dwindled.html

https://isthmus.com/news/news/former-police-chief-mike-koval-wanted-to-avoid-a-budget-
fight/#:~:text=In%20his%20budget%20request%20to,put%20more%20cops%20on%20patrol.

From: Evers, Tag <district13@cityofmadison.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 10:35 AM
To: Sally Lehner <sa_lehner@hotmail.com>
Cc: Transportation Commission <TransportationCommis@cityofmadison.com>; Patterson, John
<JPatterson@cityofmadison.com>; Tao, Yang <YTao@cityofmadison.com>; Sanon, Reuben A
<RSanon@cityofmadison.com>; Munger, Sam R. <SMunger@cityofmadison.com>; 'VNA President'
<vnapresident@gmail.com>; Michael Rewey <hiwayman@chorus.net>;
annelizabethkovich@gmail.com <annelizabethkovich@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Sasha Rosen
 
Hi Sally,

Prior to the time I was elected to Common Council, in 2016 or 2017 when Paul Soglin was Mayor, the city
eliminated one of the Traffic Enforcement Safety Teams. There has only been one TEST team since I've
been on Council.

This is the second time you've claimed I am responsible for reducing traffic enforcement in the city, that it

mailto:sa_lehner@hotmail.com
mailto:district13@cityofmadison.com
mailto:TransportationCommis@cityofmadison.com
mailto:JPatterson@cityofmadison.com
mailto:YTao@cityofmadison.com
mailto:RSanon@cityofmadison.com
mailto:SMunger@cityofmadison.com
mailto:vnapresident@gmail.com
mailto:hiwayman@chorus.net
mailto:annelizabethkovich@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://madison.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_6b418be4-bab8-5313-a328-e31e88fc5ea3.html?mode=nowapp
https://madison.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_6b418be4-bab8-5313-a328-e31e88fc5ea3.html?mode=nowapp
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/07/29/upshot/traffic-enforcement-dwindled.html
https://isthmus.com/news/news/former-police-chief-mike-koval-wanted-to-avoid-a-budget-fight/#:~:text=In%20his%20budget%20request%20to,put%20more%20cops%20on%20patrol.
https://isthmus.com/news/news/former-police-chief-mike-koval-wanted-to-avoid-a-budget-fight/#:~:text=In%20his%20budget%20request%20to,put%20more%20cops%20on%20patrol.
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happened on my watch. It is simply not true.

I have copied Madison Police Chief John Patterson if you have further questions about this matter. Chief
Patterson can attest that I have been in conversations before and after Sasha's death to explore adding a
second team.

I may not be able to convince you that I and my colleagues on Council, together with the Mayor's office
and city staff, take seriously the matter of traffic safety, but I can assure you we do.

Sincerely,

Tag Evers

Tag Evers
District 13 Alder
Tel 608 424 2580
Email District13@cityofmadison.com
Sign up for District 13 email updates/blog:
http://www.cityofmadison.com/council/district13/blog/

 

From: Sally Lehner <sa_lehner@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 9:51 AM
To: Evers, Tag <district13@cityofmadison.com>
Cc: Transportation Commission <TransportationCommis@cityofmadison.com>;
annelizabethkovich@gmail.com <annelizabethkovich@gmail.com>
Subject: Sasha Rosen
 

Dear Alderman Evers,

I am writing to you today as a parent of a West High School classmate of Sasha Rosen.  I
visited the intersection where he was killed, there is a constant stream of speeding cars
and reckless driving.  It’s very scary to cross the intersection with the flashing beacon.

I called Sergeant Kurt Wege to report the reckless driving, even in the presence of the
flowers and memorial marking Sasha’s death.  

According to Sergeant Wege, MPD doesn’t have enough funding to enforce traffic laws.
 There are only five officers enforcing traffic safety for the entire city due to cuts you
and others have made. Can Sasha’s death lead you to change course and advocate for
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more traffic enforcement funding?

The loss of Sasha is a tragedy and also completely preventable.  Your public comment
on the District 13 blog, justifying the safety of the intersection where he was
killed, stating that you’ve learned that it exceeds safety standards, is ludicrous.

Increased investment traffic calming infrastructure and addressing speeding issues on
Park St. and across our community can make sure this never happens again to another
family. 

As a leader, I'm asking you today for visible and impactful advocacy in the fight for safer
streets.

Sincerely,
Sally Lehner


