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Air Quality Monitoring
The City of Madison is leading a collaborative 
project to install a citywide network of air 
quality sensors to help understand air 
pollution in our community.

65 sensors are be located around Madison, 
roughly in each 2018 census tract.

This initiative is supported by a $430,000 
grant from the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).

Progress:
• Finally have a signed contract with 

Love My Air, their staff is working 
with our API to make data display 
properly.

• Website to be live in as soon as 
possible. 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/sustainability/climate/air-quality
https://www.cityofmadison.com/sustainability/climate/air-quality


Building Energy Savings Program
The City of Madison adopted the new Building 
Energy Savings program (BESP) in March 2023 to 
improve energy efficiency in large commercial 
buildings community-wide through energy 
benchmarking and tune-ups.

This year, only commercial buildings larger than 
50,000 square feet must began benchmarking. 

Next year, commercial buildings over 25,000 
square feet will need to benchmark. We anticipate 
the program will have ~800 buildings in total.

Next year commercial buildings over 100,000 
square feet will need to tune-up for the first time 
(~100 buildings).

Progress:
• 347 of 383 (91%) of required buildings 

completed the benchmarking process this year

• Comparable to peer programs like St. Paul (93%) 
and Chicago (83%)

• 40 buildings have already completed the tune-
up process (voluntary early birds!)







Efficiency Navigator
Progress:
• In 2025, the City, Sustain Dane, and 

Elevate Energy worked together with 
building owners to improve the 
homes of 60 families in our 
community.

• These improvements also reduce 
resident’s exposure to indoor air 
pollutants associated with natural gas 
and mold.

Partnership with Sustain Dane and Elevate 
Energy to provide free energy efficiency 
upgrades to affordable multifamily housing 
serving.



Grants
Dane County’s Charging and Fueling 
Infrastructure Discretionary Grant Program 
(“CFI”)
Four City sites have been selected to proceed with 
the program (3 CDA sites, 1 Metro Park and Ride). 

Construction dollars are still being held at the 
federal level and Dane County’s is working to get 
those released.

Youth Climate Action Fund – Round 2 
Madison has received $100,000 to support youth-
led climate projects between $1,000 to $5,000. 

Round 2 supported 17 projects, including tree 
planting efforts at Huegel Elementary by the 
Sanchez Scholars and other community members 
and planting a new food forest at Troy Gardens.

A third round of funding may be incoming in 2026 if 
we are selected by Bloomberg Philanthropies. 



Renewable Energy
Working to implement the goals from the 100% 
Renewable Madison report. Completed in 2018, 
the plan provides a scienced-based approach 
for reaching our energy goals for City operations 
and guidance for supporting renewable energy 
community-wide. 

Goals:

100% renewable energy and net zero carbon 
emissions for city operations by 2030.

Net zero carbon emissions community-wide by 
2050.

Progress:
• In 2023, 82% of the electricity used by the City 

came from renewable sources. 

• That’s a 7% increase since 2020, when 75% of 
electricity used for City operations came from 
renewable sources.

• MGE passed a community-shared solar program 
through the Public Service Commission.

• The City expects to participate in that program to 
help reach our goal, more details to come in 
2026.

https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7072081&GUID=1129163D-F7C1-41D8-9694-AA9EFFCA66FF
https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7072081&GUID=1129163D-F7C1-41D8-9694-AA9EFFCA66FF


Sustainability Plan Update



Sustainability Plan Update
January 2026
• Beginning collecting responses to the 

annual memo
March 2026
• Annual Progress Report Released
Summer 2026
• Work with champions to create 

baseline data for metrics reporting
• Meet in smaller groups and learn about 

what each champion needs to 
implement their goals



Sustainability Plan Update



Questions?
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