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Presentation Notes

As you may recall, in the summer of 2019 the Parks Division considered changing the current policies regarding dogs in parks.   



Summary of our efforts so far

Dogs and Parks:
A Conversation 
Public Input Meetings

July 16, 17, 23, 25 and 30, 2019
City of Madison Parks Division

Dogs and Parks Meetings
Location Date Attendees
Warner Park Community Center 16-Jul 21

Memorial High School 17-Jul 24
Villager- Atrium Community Room 23-Jul 14
Central Library 25-Jul 13
Sennett Middle School 30-Jul 7
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Our consideration process included five public meetings, a public on-line survey and a media outreach effort. 
Five public meetings over a two week time period, a total of 79 attendees. 



Summary of our efforts so far

Community Survey

Over 1,900 responses
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We also hosted a community survey which collected over 1900 responses.



Summary of our efforts so far
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As you can see the surveys came from all over the city of Madison and provided a variety of opinions and suggestions for the new policy.



Summary of our efforts so far
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This is a word cloud based on the comments we received in the on line survey. The larger the word, the more often it was mentioned in the comments. 



Implementation 

Fall of 2019 and Early 2020

 BPC adopts the Statement of Policy and Guidelines for On-
Leash Dog Access to the Madison Park System

 Parks Implementation Team met several times to discuss:
 Communication with the Public
 Signage (Rules sign updates and education)
 Determination of Parks for Dog Free Status

 Mini Parks, Neighborhood Parks
 Golf Courses
 Cemeteries

 The new ordinance was introduced at City Council on Feb 4. 
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The information gathered via a variety of means over the summer of 2019 has guided the Parks Division’s work on this topic. Once the public process concluded, the Parks Long Range Planning Committee, the Board of Park Commissioners and staff worked to develop a policy that allowed more access for dogs to the parks but also addressed the public’s concerns.

In October of 2019 the Board of Park Commissioners adopted the Statement of Policy and Guidelines for On-Leash Dog Access to the Madison Park System. The guidelines included language on rules for walking dogs in parks and several exceptions where dogs will not be allowed, such as conservation parks, golf courses, Forest Hill Cemetery, the immediate area around playgrounds and splash pads, and groomed cross-country ski trails, as examples.

. 



Highlights of Proposed Ordinance 

Current ordinances (Sections 8.19 and 23.32):
• Prohibit dogs generally from City parks and any City-occupied 

buildings, 
• Allows for 26 specific on-leash dog parks and 9 specific off-leash 

dog parks.  

The new ordinance states: 
• Dogs will generally continue to be prohibited from City buildings,
• City agencies will now be able to designate whether any other 

City property under their control should be dog free, and under 
what conditions.  
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At the Feb 4 Council meeting, the Ordinance change (very closely tracking the recommendations of the BPC)  was introduced. This proposed ordinance change promotes several of the Parks Division’s strategies from our most recent Parks and Open Space Plan, including, designing park facilities to accommodate diverse activities and populations, creating equitable access and increasing engagement with groups and organizations. 




Dog Free Locations in Madison Park System
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We plan on posting this sign in all of the 33  “dog free” parks. In addition a sticker stating that dogs ARE allowed (licensed, permitted and on leash) will be attached to all existing park rule signs. 



Proposed Dog-Free Locations in Madison Park System
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This map shows the proposed dog free parks. As mentioned before, there are 33 of them. These are in addition to the conservation parks, the golf courses (during golf season) and Forest Hill Cemetery. These parks were selected because they are very close to a off-leash dog park, or they are very small and only feature a playground or a beach (areas where dogs are prohibited. Staff sought to provide a broad geographical distribution so most residents are within one mile of a dog free park.

Any questions?
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