
Appendix A 

 

If a person has experienced or witnessed sexual harassment by an alder or member of a City 
board, commission or committee while such official is on City business, whether on or off City 
premises, including at City-sponsored events or other events which the alder or appointed 
individual attends in their official capacity, the Council encourages the following steps: 

• If the person feels comfortable and safe, the person can address the matter informally 
with the alder or appointed individual. 

• The person can report the matter to another alder; the alder will connect the person with 
the Common Council Chief of Staff. 

• The person can contact the Council Chief of Staff; the Chief of Staff will connect the 
person with the appropriate personnel to report their claim. 

Prohibited Conduct: 

Examples of actions that could constitute sexual harassment include, but are not limited to:  

• Preferential treatment in return for submitting to or engaging in sexual conduct 
• Making derogatory or demeaning comments about someone’s sexual orientation or 

gender identity (including but not limited to consistently misgendering an individual) 
• Name-calling or using slurs with a gender/sexual connotation 
• Making sexual comments about appearance, clothing or body parts 
• Rating a person’s sexuality  
• Asking for sex or sexual conduct 
• Asking a person for dates in a coercive manner, or repeatedly asking for a date after 

having been turned down 
• Staring in a sexually suggestive manner 
• Unwelcome touching, including pinching, patting, rubbing, or purposefully brushing up 

against a person, making inappropriate sexual gestures 
• Unwelcome sharing of sexual or lewd anecdotes or jokes 
• Unwelcome sending of sexually suggestive communications in any format 
• Sharing or displaying sexually inappropriate images or videos in any format not 

necessary for work purposes 
• Attempted or actual sexual assault 

Reporting: 

A person who feels that they have been harassed by an alder or an appointed individual while 
acting in their official capacity may report the matter to the organizer of the event or relevant 
meeting authority or the Council Office Chief of Staff. The organizer of the event or the meeting 
authority will be expected to take appropriate action by its applicable policies, regulations, and 
rules and shall notify the Council Office Chief of Staff. 



 

Examples of appropriate action may include, but are not limited to:  

• Requesting the perpetrator to stop the offending behavior immediately 
• Conveying the complaint to the Council Office Chief of Staff  

The Council Office Chief of Staff will connect the individual reporting the conduct with the 
Department of Civil Rights, Human Resources, and the City Attorney. After talking to the 
complainant and, if different, the person who was the alleged subject of the sexual harassment, 
the Department of Civil Rights, the Human Resources Department, and the City Attorney will 
decide if an investigation or referral to any other agency is needed.  Any action taken as a result 
of an investigation shall be under the applicable Federal, State or City law or applicable City 
procedure.   

Debriefing: 

If the Department of Civil Rights, Human Resources, and the City Attorney complete an 
investigation upon completion of their investigation they shall debrief the complainant, the 
respondent, the Council President and the Council Office Chief of Staff on the findings of the 
investigation.  

Release of Summary of Findings or Related Documents: 

After consideration of safety-related concerns and confidentiality needs related to the 
investigation, the Common Council President may issue a public summary of findings. 

The City will ensure compliance with Wisconsin’s Public Records Laws in release of any 
required documents, redacting such information as required by law 

Retaliation: 

Threats, intimidation, or any other form of retaliation against a person who has made a complaint 
or provided information supporting a complaint are prohibited. An alder or appointed individual 
or any other entity responsible for Council events will take any reasonable and appropriate action 
to prevent and respond to retaliation per its applicable policy, regulations, and rules. 


