Protect Our Lakes & Keep Streets Leaf-Free

When it rains, stormwater flows through leaf piles in streets creating a phosphorus rich “leaf tea” that travels
through storm drains to our lakes. The excess phosphorus leads to toxic algae blooms and harms our lakes.

MULCH LEAVES IN PLACE RAKE LEAVES FROM THE STREET BEFORE IT RAINS

Use a mulching
lawnmower to grind up
leaves that fall on your
lawn. Mulching them in
place returns nutrients
to the soil providing

a source of organic

Removing leaves from the street before it rains
is the most effective way to keep streets leaf-
free. Sign up for Leaf-free Streets Rain Alerts
(text or email) this fall (Oct 1-Nov 30) reminding
you when its time to remove street leaves. Visit
www.ripple-effects.com to sign up.

fertilizer to your lawn.
To learn more and take the yard waste survey, visit: www.cityofmadison.com/yardwaste
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COMPOST LEAVES AND YARD WASTE FOLLOW YARD WASTE PICKUP RULES

Composting yard waste and Visit www.cityofmadison.com/yardwaste
leaves means less on the curb to to learn how to prepare your leaves & yard
blow into the streets and create waste for collection to protect our lakes.
harmful runoff. For directions Also, use the Pickup Schedule map on this

on how to compost visit: website to learn when to place your yard
www.cityofmadison.com/streets. waste out for pickup.
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