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Golfing in Madison

First of all, the Monona and Glenway courses should absolutely be kept open. Both
courses offer the following:

1. Very playable for nearly all golfers

2. Each course drains well, so downtime after heavy rains is minimal

3. No major capital needs to keep the courses playable.

Two or the major barriers to playing more golf are time and cost. These two 9-hole
courses are a fine answer to each of those barriers. In addition, both courses are the most
accessible of our four courses.

As for finances, City staff asserted at a previous Task Force meeting that if Golf is
changed to a non-enterprise designation (i.e. becomes just another Parks Division
activity) the end-of-year financial statement will be in the black even if all courses are
open. This tells me that Golf is a cash flow positive activity. So let’s get the enterprise
designation removed from Golf. '

As for the Yahara course, I am not in favor of spending $10 million or more to address
the current storm water drainage issues. However, the deliberation on Yahara should be
more nuanced than a) address all of the stormwater issues to keep 18 holes, or b) close
the course. Let’s allow a golf course architect to redesign Yahara with the goal of
improving playability during wetter than normal years at a minimal cost. It can be a
desirable course without it being 18 holes. Consider something between a 9-14 hole
course. The website why18holes.com suggests that we should detach ourselves from a
fixed number of holes for a golf course, suggesting that a 12-15 hole course can be ideal
by meeting the following goals:

1. reduce playing time

2. reduce maintenance cost

3. less irrigation needs, and less drainage issues
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