
 

 
 
September 21, 2010   
 
Gary A. Brown, FASLA  
University of Wisconsin - Madison 
610 Walnut Street, Suite 919 
Madison, WI 53726 
 

  RE: Conditional Use approval to construct a new student dormitory and food service facility at          
 2000 Observatory Drive 

 

Dear Mr. Brown: 
 
At its September 20, 2010 meeting, the Plan Commission, meeting in regular session, approved your 
conditional use application to construct a new student dormitory and food service facility at 2000 
Observatory Drive, subject to the conditions below.  In order to receive final approval of the conditional use 
and for the conditional use to be in effect, the following conditions must be met and this letter signed and 
returned to the Zoning Administrator: 

 
Please contact Janet Dailey, City Engineering Division, at 261-9688 if you have questions regarding 
the following eight (8) items: 

 
1. The applicant shall provide two contacts for addressing construction problems and citizen complaints 

including erosion control.  For each contact provide an office phone number, a cell phone number, and 
an email address.    

 
2. The address of 2000 Observatory Drive is for the Gymnasium / Nanatorium. The proposed dorm building 

has a preliminary approved address of 1930 Observatory Drive.  
 
3. In accordance with 10.34 MGO – STREET NUMBERS: Coordinate a final address plan, including dorm 

room numbers, with the city of Madison. Transmit a PDF for all proposed building and floor plans 
(including Bradley Hall & Friederich Hall) to Engineering Mapping Lori Zenchenko 
(addressing@cityofmadison.com) so that addressing plans can be coordinated / developed.  If there are 
any changes pertaining to the location of a unit, the deletion or addition of a unit, or to the location of the 
entrance into any unit, (before, during or after construction) the addresses may need to be changed.  
The interior address plan is subject to the review and approval of the city of Madison Fire Marshal. 

 
4. The applicant shall demonstrate compliance with Section 37.07 and 37.08 of the Madison General 

Ordinances regarding permissible soil loss rates.  The erosion control plan shall include Universal Soil 
Loss Equation (USLE) computations for the construction period.  Measures shall be implemented in 
order to maintain a soil loss rate below 7.5-tons per acre per year – INFORMATIONAL – NO PERMIT 
REQUIRED FROM CITY OF MADISON. 
 

5. Effective January 1, 2010, The Department of Commerce’s authority to permit commercial sites, with 
over one (1) acre of disturbance, for stormwater management and erosion control has been transferred 
to the Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).  The WDNR does not have an authorized local 
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program transferring this authority to the City of Madison.  The City of Madison has been required by the 
WDNR to continue to review projects for compliance with NR216 and NR-151but a separate permit 
submittal is now required to the WDNR for this work as well.  The City of Madison cannot issue our 
permit until concurrence is obtained from the WDNR via their NOI or WRAPP permit process.  
 
As this site is greater than one (1) acre, the applicant is required by State Statute to obtain a Water 
Resources Application for Project Permits (WRAPP) from the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, prior to beginning construction.  This permit was previously known as a Notice of Intent 
Permit (NOI).  Contact Eric Rortvedt at 273-5612 of the WDNR to discuss this requirement.  Information 
on this permit application is available on line: http://dnr.wi.gov/Runoff/stormwater/constrformsinfo.htm  
 

6. Prior to approval, this project shall comply with Chapter 37 of the Madison General Ordinances 
regarding stormwater management.  Specifically, this development is required to control 40% TSS (20 
micron particle) off of new paved surfaces.  INFORMATIONAL – NO PERMIT REQUIRED FROM CITY 
OF MADISON. 
 

7. The applicant shall submit, prior to plan sign-off, a digital CAD file (single file) to the Engineering 
Program Specialist in the Engineering Division (Lori Zenchenko). The digital CAD file shall be to scale 
and represent final construction. The single CAD file submittal can be either AutoCAD (dwg) Version 
2001 or older, MicroStation (dgn) Version J or older, or Universal (dxf) format and contain only the 
following data, each on a separate layer name/level number: a) building footprints, b) internal walkway 
areas, c) internal site parking areas, d) other miscellaneous impervious areas (i.e. gravel, crushed stone, 
bituminous/asphalt, concrete, etc.), e) right-of-way lines (public and private), f) all underlying lot lines or 
parcel lines if unplatted, g) lot numbers or the words “unplatted”, h) lot/plat dimensions, i) street names, 
and all other levels (contours, elevations, etc) are not to be included with this file submittal. 

 
NOTE: Email file transmissions preferred addressing@cityofmadison.com.  Include the site address in 
the subject line of this transmittal.  Any changes or additions to the location of the building, sidewalks, 
parking/pavement during construction will require a new CAD file.  
 

8. All outstanding Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) and City of Madison sanitary sewer 
connection charges are due and payable prior Engineering sign-off, unless otherwise collected with a 
Developer's / Subdivision Contract. Contact Janet Dailey (608-261-9688) to obtain the final MMSD billing 
a minimum of two (2) working days prior to requesting City Engineering signoff.  

 

Please contact Patrick Anderson, Assistant Zoning Administrator, at 266-5978 if you have any 
questions regarding the following four (4) items: 
 
9. Lighting is required. The lighting plans must comply with City of Madison General Ordinances Section 

10.085 outdoor lighting standards.  (See parking lot packet). Lighting will be limited to .10 watts per 
square foot. Contact Fred Rehbein at 608.267.8688 for assistance. 
 

10. If bike parking is provided it should comply with City of Madison General Ordinances Section 28.11. 
There is no predetermined requirement for bike parking. Adequate bike and moped parking have been 
proposed as per the Campus master plan. NOTE: A bike-parking stall is two feet by six feet with a five-
foot access area.  Structures that require a user-supplied locking device shall be designed to 
accommodate U-shaped locking devices.   
 

11. Meet all applicable State accessible requirements.  
 

12. Parking & Loading shall comply with City of Madison General Ordinances Section 28.11 (4). Provide 
10’x 35’ loading areas with 14’ vertical clearance to be shown on the plan. The loading area shall be 
exclusive of drive aisle and maneuvering space.   
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Please contact Bill Sullivan, Madison Fire Department, at 261-9658 if you have any questions 
regarding the following item: 

 
13. Provide fire apparatus access as required by IFC 503 2009 edition, MGO 34.03(17)34.19, as follows: 

 
a.   IFC 503 Appendix D105, Provide an aerial apparatus access fire lane that is at least 26-feet wide, 

with the near edge of the fire lane within 30-feet and not closer than 15 feet from the structure, and 
parallel to one entire side of the structure, if any part of the building is over 30 feet in height. 

 

Please now follow the procedures listed below for obtaining your conditional use: 
 
1. Please submit seven (7) copies of a complete plan set to the Zoning Administrator for final review and 

comment.  
 
2. This property is not in a Wellhead Protection District.  All wells located on this property shall be 

abandoned if no valid well operation permit has been obtained from the Madison Water Utility. The 
Water Utility will not need to sign off the final plans, and not need a copy of the approved plans. 

 
3. This letter shall be signed by the applicant to acknowledge the conditions of approval and returned to the 

Zoning Administrator when requesting demolition and/or building permit approval. 
 
4. No alteration of this proposal shall be permitted unless approved by the Plan Commission, provided, 

however, the Zoning Administrator may issue permits for minor alterations. This approval shall become 
null and void one year after the date of the Plan Commission unless the use is commenced, construction 
is under way, or a valid building permit is issued and construction commenced within six months of the 
issuance of said building permit. The Plan Commission shall retain jurisdiction over this matter for the 
purpose of resolving complaints against the approved conditional use. 

 
If you have any questions regarding obtaining the conditional use approval, please contact the Zoning 
Administrator at 266-4551. If you have any questions or if I may be of any further assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact my office at 267-1150. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kevin Firchow, AICP 
Planner 
 
cc: Patrick Anderson, Ast. Zoning Administrator 

Janet Dailey, City Engineering 
Bill Sullivan, Fire Department 

For Official Use Only, Re: Final Plan Routing 

 Planning Div. (Firchow)  Engineering Mapping Sec.  

 Zoning Administrator  Parks Division 

 City Engineering  Urban Design Commission 

 Traffic Engineering  Recycling Coor. (R&R) 

 Fire Department  Other:  

I hereby acknowledge that I understand and will 
comply with the above conditions of approval for 
this demolition permit. 
 

__________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant 

 
__________________________________________ 

Signature of Property Owner (if not the applicant) 

 


