
1617 Sherman Ave

Madison, WI

April 26, 2023 – Urban Design Commission 

What we heard:

• Better site connectivity

• Improved engagement with the environment

• Updated townhouse design

• Green roof & landscaping details



Tenney Park

Site
Yahara River

Site Location –

1617 Sherman Ave.



Proposed Site Plan
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Project Data:

331 residences – 675 Max

364 enclosed parking spaces

36 surface parking spaces

365 total bike spaces

1-5 stories in height – 6 max

Lot Coverage 51% - 80% max

Open space 73k sf – 13,240 min

Dog 

Park



Activation
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Community Activation:

32 Walk-up Units

Public Sidewalks

Internal Sidewalks

31, 100 sf Apartment Community 

Gardens

Dog 

Park



Building A: West Facade

Pedestrian connections

Street engagement

Stepped back



Sherman Ave. Facade

Street Engagement



Green rooftop courtyard

Activity along Sherman Ave.

Common access to Lake views



Green Rooftop Courtyard

Common activity spaces



Building A: Entry

Engagement along new street 

4 additional walk-up units 

Improved entry design



Building A: Southeast Facade

Bio-detention Meadow

1,800+ Perennials



Internal City Street

2-Story townhomes (family units)

Updated façade

Street engagement – added better street 

connections



Townhouse Units

Larger entry canopy

Height variation

Large patios



Townhouse internal drive

2-Story townhomes (family units)

Updated façade – added brick

Reduced horizontal siding

Added board and batten 



Building C: North Facade

Street engagement – additional 

walk-up unit, improved entry design

Site connection – street crossings



Building C: South Facade

Apartment community gardens

Connected walking paths - loop

Bio-detention meadow - perennials



• Variety of native and adaptive species

• No site irrigation required after 

establishment

• Pollinators

• Multi-seasonal interest

• Flowering trees and shrubs

• Variety of colors / texture

• Long lasting trees and shrubs

• Added more “legacy” trees

Landscape Plan



Landscape Plan

• Maximize stormwater infiltration, 

minimize erosion

• 30-foot vegetative buffer

• Preserving existing vegetative buffers



• Raised planter beds

• Variety of trees and shrubs

• Cast concrete pavers

• Artificial turf surface for recreation

• Pergola for shade

• Private patios for units 

• Outdoor kitchens and dining areas

Building A: Green Roof



Building C: Green Roof

• Raised planter beds

• Variety of trees and shrubs

• Cast concrete pavers

• Artificial turf surface for recreation

• Pergola for shade

• Private patios for units

• Outdoor kitchens and dining areas



Appendix



• Wisconsin Green Built Certification

• Solar ready

• Increase in envelope efficiency

• High performing windows

• High efficiency furnaces – 95%

• Smart thermostats

• 100% LED lighting – occupancy sensors

• 100% Energy Star appliances

• Indigenous landscaping

• Pollinator plantings

• Increased structured parking

• Vegetative Roofs

• Storm water management

• Community Gardens

• Infill on underutilized urban site

• Low parking ratio

• Near mass transit 

Sustainability





Approximate heights of existing trees to 

remain in 30’ landscape buffer, 

underbrush to remain

Vegetative Buffer



Yahara Landing Apartments View from E. Main

View from E. Johnson

Other Existing Views Along the Yahara River



Site section: Yahara River and Tenney Park

30’-0” 
Wooded 

Buffer

Existing Trailer 
Parking

Yahara River

Building Height 
57’-6”

Tree Height 
Between 50-100’



View from Tenney Park parking area - Winter

New building placement is an approximation



View During Full Foliage

View from Tenney Park parking area 



• Design not architecturally significant

• Structure cannot support additional floors

• Only 50% of building is salvageable

• Storm water runoff issues – flooding

• Larger impervious surface ratio

• Underground parking infeasible

Additions to original building

Existing Site Plan



Located along Sherman Avenue 
with public access and adjacent to 
city park land. Open to the public.

Proposed location 

commemorating the history of 

the credit union movement



Display dedicated to recounting the 

history of the credit union movement

Sketch of public gathering space concept, Proposal to commemorate 

the history of the Credit Union movement and Madison history

Precedent Images

Public Gathering Space – “Council Circle”



Materials  - Buildings A + C



Materials  - Buildings B1 + B3



Materials  - Building B2



Landscape Plan

• Variety of native and adaptive species

• Providing multi-season interest

• Vegetative buffers
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