Path & Sidewalk Safety

Discussion ltems
1. Path Speed Limits
2. Sidewalk Ordinance

3. Other Emerging Concerns




Shared Use Path — Current

1. Default is 25 mph when not posted

2. Current signage encourages people to travel slowly when
crowded or to yield to slower

3. Etiguette signs in some areas with larger etiquette message

4. Pop Up Signs, Artwork in Atwood Ave area

5. Share the Path brochure for events
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ALERT - TOP STORY.

S p e e d O f E - B i k eS OUR Vﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁi ll)li(;fed ps;)t(la:;d limit

Wisconsin State Journal editorial board 5e & 2024

Speed Is a concern on the paths but is not limited to one
type of user

* Complaints come in about e-bike users but also about other
bike users

* Recent attention has been focused more on e-bikes as they
become more popular
 Class 3 e-bikes can assist up to 28 mph

« Some “bikes” being sold are not legal e-bikes in Wisconsin
« Itis possible to “hack” legal e-bikes so they are faster
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Electric Bicycle Definition

State of Wisconsin Statute 340.01
Definition — Electric Bicycle

“Electric bicycle” means a bicycle that is equipped with fully operative pedals for propulsion by human
power and an electric motor of 750 watts or less and that meets the requirements of any of the following
classifications:

(@) Class 1 electric bicycle is an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the
speed of 20 miles per hour.

(b) Class 2 electric bicycle is an electric bicycle that may be powered solely by the motor and is not
capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

(c) Class 3 electric bicycle is an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the
speed of 28 miles per hour.
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Examples of Speed Limits

Wisconsin DNR Linear Trails: Most (but not all) do allow use of
e-bikes while using the electric assist

* E-bikes are limited to 15 mph

Boulder: Multi-Use Paths have 15 mph speed limit

Albuquergue: Max speed limit on trails of 20 mph

* Allows Park Department to set lower speed limits where
appropriate, such as in congested areas
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https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/recreation/biking
https://bouldercolorado.gov/services/bike
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/recreation/bike/e-bikes

Data: 2019 Speed Data

July 23, 2019 - Capital City Path east of Lakeside St

3,458 bikes

* Mean Speed: 13 mph

« 85" Percentile: 15 mph

« 54 traveling over 20 mph
« 1 personat2/7-28 mph

* Oover 28 mph




Sidewalk Ordinance

« City of Madison ordinance permits bicycles to be ridden on
a sidewalk except where a building abuts the sidewalk.
* Qrdinance Link

 City ordinance also allows skateboards to be used on a
sidewalk except where a building abuts the sidewalk.

e QOrdinance Link



https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIICH11--19_CH12VECO_BIPLVE_12.76SPRUAPBI
https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIICH20--31_CH25OFAGPUSA_25.29SK

concerns

Conflicts between pedestrians and wheeled users

Users of wheeled devices traveling too fast
Not yielding to pedestrians
Not alerting pedestrians when passing

Being used where building abuts the sidewalk




Other Emerging Concerns

 New types of mobility devices
* Where can/should they be used?

* What about e-bikes that are not Class, 1, 2 or 3? Where can
they be operated? Do they need license and/or registration?

« Other Safety Concerns

* Nationally growing attention on safety of youth e-bike users as
some cities have seen heavy usage by people under 18

* Large cities in the US and in Europe are seeing high usage of e-
bikes for delivery services

* Overall safety concerns related to e-bike and e-scooter usage
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Previous Meeting Discussions

Transportation Commission
* Feb 11, 2024 Meeting — Link
Transportation Policy & Planning Board

« July 12, 2022 Meeting - Link



https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6550598&GUID=CDB74170-CF8F-42C2-BF01-05CC7C9D633A
https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5722949&GUID=A35ED5CF-2B4F-4F4A-8D06-6C1E1B377173
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