From: Paul Noeldner <paul_noeldner@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 13,2022 10:36 AM

To: Park Commission <pacommission@cityofmadison.com>; Abbas, Syed
<districtl2@cityofmadison.com>

Subject: Thank You for helping support Madison FUN Friends of Urban Nature, the annual Madison FUN
Master Naturalist Class, and Saving our new Conservation Nature Park including the old Tree Lines! Vote
Yes on 15 and No on 16.

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

1 - THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING MADISON FUN FRIENDS OF URBAN NATURE TO
OFFER YEAR ROUND EQUITABLE NATURE RECREATION, NATURE EDUCATION
AND NATURAL HEALTH OPPORTUNITUES IN MADISON URBAN PARKS AND
NATURAL AREAS!

As the volunteer lead coordinator for "Ambassador of FUN" Friends of Urban Nature I help
Parks, Environmental and Friends of Parks groups and dozens of Naturalist volunteers co-
sponsor free regularly scheduled equitable diverse welcoming nature activities. Together we
offer over 100 year round weekly Bird and Nature Adventures and other Nature Recreation and
Nature Education outings and events in Madison urban parks and natural areas. Our shared
mission is to help Connect Communities and Kids with Nearby Nature. Our Parks supported
successful FUN Nature Recreation and Nature Education program is now entering its 10th year
and continues to regularly welcome a diversity of participants including lots of families and
kids.

I am asking Madison Parks to continue to work with neighborhoods and partner groups to help
preserve and restore Urban Natural Areas in all of our Madison parks, greenways and yards to
help sustain and support the many benefits of daily Nature Recreation, Nature Education and
Natural Health opportunitues in every neighborhood and near every school for our growing
population and especially for kids. Doing this is a win-win that also helps Madison meet high
priority green space, water quality, environmental sustainability, and climate goals. Fewer
impermeable streets and mowed lawns with no environmental or nature recreation value, and
keeping old tree lines and unmowed borders in all of our parks and greenways, are key parts of
meeting those goals. Every old tree area provides a thicket for birds and wildlife and every
unmowed border that preserves or can be planted with native wildflowers provides a rain garden
or pollinator garden. People love seeing life in their parks.

2 - THANK YOU FOR SAVING HARTMEYER NATURAL AREA INCLUDING OLD TREE
LINES!

As Chair of Friends of Hartmeyer Natural Area I helped communicate the strongly expressed
desire of many environmentalists, northside and east side residents and surrounding businesses to
preserve as many acres of the Hartmeyer Natural Area as possible including the existing old tree
lines for wildlife and public nature recreation and education. The developer agreed with this
goal and proposed a compromise street and CN zoning plan that was approved by the Madison



Common Council to save 15 acres as a CN Conservation Nature Park and specifically to
preserve the mature old tree lines that continues to provide sustainable habitat for a surprising
diversity of birds and wildlife. Park planning will include appropriate safe public access paths
and lookouts while leaving some key habitat areas undisturbed. Please continue to support these
goals.

3 - THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR NEXT GENERATION OF NATURALIST
VOLUNTEERS!

This coming Saturday I am helping teach our 6th annual Parks co-sponsored Madison FUN
Wisconsin Master Naturalist Class hosted at Warner Park Community Recreation Centet with
nearby field trips to urban Madison patks and natural areas. Many of our Master Naturalist
graduates are Parks volunteers helping lead year round Bird and Nature Adventures outings and
other events and many are active in Friends of Parks groups. You will see current and former
Parks staff are listed as field trip leaders in the schedule.

- NATURE CENTER SPACE AND PROGRAMMING AT WPCRC, THE NEW PARKS
FACILITY AT OLIN, AND OTHER PARKS FACILITIES AND SHELTERS

On a related note, please support a Nature Center resource space and classroom at WPCRC and
other Parks facilities and shelters for Nature Recreation Nature Education and Natural Health
programming activities with school nature classes, MSCR school and community recreation and
Parks recreation programming, and use by FUN partners and other groups. We need more than
one just like we need many ball fields and gyms in every neighborhood. The Milwaukee UEC
Urban Ecology Center facilities and programming offer a good model for equitable access for
diverse challenged neighborhoods and success both volunteer based and as funded school
programming.

4 - TONIGHTS AGENDA ITEMS

15 YES - Please vote Yes for Agenda item 15 Snapshot Wisconsin Cam in Warner Park. Hope
Nye is one of our Master Naturalist graduates. I will be happy to help provide backup support if
needed.

16 NO - Please vote No for Agenda Item 16 that would allow staff to remove trees in greenways
at their discretion without public input on proposals. Opportunity for public input and alder
consideration beyond staff recommendations are critical as evidenced by our experience at
Hartmeyer Natural Area.

ATTACHMENTS

The Madison FUN Master Naturalist Class schedule, a copy of our Madison Parks co-sponsored
Bird and Nature Adventure fkyer and calendar, and a cover picture of UEC Urban Ecology
Center book you may want to read are attached. Please feel free to stop in and introduce yourself
at your convenience and join a walk with the Master Naturalist Class or a Bird and Nature
Adventure outing!



THANK YOU!

Thank you for serving on the Parks Commission and for supporting these programs and goals! !

Paul Noeldner

Volunteer Madison FUN Coordinator

Wisconsin Master Naturalist Instructor

136 Kensington Maple Bluff

paul_noeldner@hotmail.com

608 698 0104

Public Ethics, Facts and Fairness Trump Personal, Family and Religious Values and Profits in Public Decisions in
Democratic Government, Laws and Institutions in a Free Civil Society. Simply put being civil is just like

sports. Fair rules mean everybody can play hard and cheer for our team, but not keep some people out of the game,
skip paying our fair share, wreck the playing field, or cheat to win.



mailto:paul_noeldner@hotmail.com
tel:608%20698%200104
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