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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL – EXPANSION AND RENOVATION – PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Program:
• Food service 

• Catering kitchen
• Coffee House
• Retail Food Venue
• Convenience store 

• Common shared space
• Winter Garden
• Coffee House seating
• Fireplace lounge
• Central Commons 

• Meeting Rooms
• Plenary
• Private Dining Room

• Leadership and Engagement Center
• Outdoor Space

• Rooftop terrace
• South plaza
• Outdoor coffee seating

The Goal
The goals for this project include improving the student experience and aligning the food service 
with peer institutions. During the pre-design phase, the signature issue that surfaced was the 
need for more student space for studying and dining. Therefore, the decision was made to explore 
filling in the existing courtyard to create a more transformative space. This wintergarden infill will 
be a two-story volume filled with daylight and adjacent to food services. This space, along with the 
coffee house, will provide students with a place to recharge during their day. This is important 
because most business school students spend the entirety of their day in Grainger Hall.  This 
project needs to act as a mini student union, provide space and functions for students to engage, 
eat and restore.  

This project will transform 39,738 sq. ft. of the Eastern half of the first floor of Grainger Hall. 
• 8,200 sq. ft. addition 
• 31,500 sq. ft renovation

Budget
• Construction budget       = $18,931,000
• Total Project Estimate    = $ 27,140,000

Schedule
• Schematic Design completed in July 2024
• Design Development completed in November 2024
• Construction Documents completed in February 2025
• Building Construction, May 2025 – July 2026
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL – EXPANSION AND RENOVATION

UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS SUBMISSION

ARCHITECTURE
• Terracotta baguette solar shading at South Façade has been revised to more closely match the existing building color and material.
• Lighting strategies have been refined for both the Level 3 Roof Terrace and the South Plaza.
• Entry vestibule / exterior entrance has been removed at the North Plaza / Coffeehouse
• Exterior materials at the South Façade have been further refined

LANDSCAPE
• Development of materials and plantings at South Plaza and Roof Terrace
• Potential Reconfiguration of North Plaza with elimination of building entrance/vestibule
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL – SITE CONTEXT AND AERIAL 
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL 
EXISTING SITE SURVEY
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL – PROPOSED EXPANSION
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL 
MASSING STUDY
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL 
MASSING STUDY
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
COURTYARD INFILL
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – SITE PLAN & MATERIALITY
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – PLANTING DESIGN
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – ELEVATION SKETCH
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – PAVER MATERIAL
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – SEATWALL MATERIAL
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – SECTION
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA – LIGHTING PLAN

POLE LIGHTING AT 
PLANTERS

LINEAR FIXTURES AT 
VESTIBULES AND 
EXISTING STAIRS
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL 
SOUTH PLAZA - STORMWATER
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA STORM WATER RETENTION 
SECTION THROUGH CISTERN
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
PARKING LEVEL 1

Food service support: Existing storage space will be 

utilized for dry goods and employee lockers.

New Mechanical Room: To avoid any rooftop penthouse 

or units, a small addition will be added between the existing 

parking structure and the existing foundation
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
LEVEL 1 
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
LEVEL 2

Winter Garden Connection: A grand stair will connect the 

wintergarden to the second floor.
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
LEVEL 3

Rooftop Terrace: A place for students and faculty to meet over a beverage, 

soak up some sun, and study in an outdoor setting.
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH ELEVATION
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
EXISTING SOUTH COURTYARD
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH PLAZA

TERRACOTTA BAGUETTE COLOR 
REVISED TO MORE CLOSELY 
INTEGRATE WITH EXISTING 
BUILDING MATERIALS
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
SOUTH FAÇADE & 
MATERIALITY

ALUMINUM CURTAINWALL

ACM METAL PANEL

WOOD LOOK METAL PANEL 
AT VESTIBULES

PRECAST CONCRETE SEAT WALLS 
AT PLANTERS

TERRACOTTA BAGUETTES AT 
SHADING SYSTEM

PREFINISHED ALUMINUM 
SHADING STRUCTURES AT 
ROOF TERRACE LEVEL 
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
WALL SECTION
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
GLAZING – BIRD FRIT OPTIONS

UV COATED BIRD GLAZING 
• CONCERNS WITH PROPRIETARY PRODUCTS / COST
• CONCERNS WITH DISTRACTING VISIBLE STRIPING 

PATTERN

HORIZONTAL STRIPING 
• CONCERNS WITH "FENCE-LIKE" APPEARANCE
• COMPETES WITH HORIZONTALITY OF TERRACOTTA 

BAGUETTES

DOT PATTERN
• NEUTRAL PATTERN
• VARIED PATTERN DENSITY CAN HELP ACCENTUATE 

GLAZING/STRUCTURAL BAYS WHILE MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY 
ACROSS FACADE

PREFERRED CONSIDERED
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
GLAZING – BIRD FRIT
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Exterior Materials – South Façade

Solar shading - Terracotta 

Basis of Design:
• Shildon 2” x 2” Baguette
Other manufacturers:
• NBK Architectural Terracotta
• Terreal North America
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Exterior Materials – South Façade

Metal Panel

Basis of Design:
• Stackbond A2

• Aluminum Composite Panel
• Non-combustible Mineral Core
• Recycled cores

Other manufacturers:
• ALPOLIC®/fr
• ALUCOBOND® A2
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Exterior Materials – South Façade

Curtain Wall and Glazing

Curtainwall & Storefront Basis of Design:
• Kawneer 

• Clearwall Curtainwall system
• 601UT Storefront system

• Other Manufacturers:
• Wausau
• YKK AP

Glazing Basis of Design:
• Viracon – VRE-65 

• .37 SHGH (.38 meets IECC 2021, future energy 
code, DFD requirement is .40 SHGC)

• Visible Light = 59%
• NFRC U-Value

• Winter 0.30 (hr x sqft x °F)
• Summer 0.26 (hr x sqft x °F)

• 40% Frit / BIRD Frit

Exterior Envelope Thermal Assemblies:
• Stud backup walls:

• Continuous Polyisocyanurate Insulation: R-18.5
• Cavity insulation: R-21

• Curtainwall & Storefront Assemblies:
• Assembly U-Value: 0.34 
• SHGC: 0.38
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE – FURNISHINGS
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE – PLANTING DESIGN
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE – PLANTING DESIGN
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE – PLANTING CHARACTER AND MATERIALS
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE – PLANTING CHARACTER AND MATERIALS
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE – LIGHTING PLAN

LINEAR FIXTURES AT 
SHADING STRUCTURES

FESTOON LIGHTING AT NORTH 
SEATING AREAS

EGRESS LIGHTING

DOWNLIGHTS AT SHADE PERGOLAS
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
ROOFTOP TERRACE
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
NORTH PLAZA - REVISED
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
PRECEDENTS ON UNIVERSITY AVENUE
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
NORTH PLAZA - REVISED
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Wisconsin School of Business
GRAINGER HALL
PARTIAL NORTH ELEVATION

REMOVAL OF ENTRY VESTIBULE 
FROM NORTH PLAZA
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