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City of Madison                                                          August 3, 2026      

Attn. Jessica Vaughn, AICP 

Urban Design Commission Secretary – Planning Division      

Department of Planning & Community & Economic Development 

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd | Suite 017 

Madison, Wisconsin 53701 

Email Address:  UDCapplications@cityofmadison.com 

sent via e-mail only 

 

Re: Letter of Intent - Informational Presentation 

 University Place Mixed Use Development 

 JLA Project# W26-0225  

 

 

Dear Ms. Vaughn: 

 

The following is submitted together with the UDC Informational Application and associated plans for review by City 

Staff and the Urban Design Commission for consideration and approval. 

 

PROJECT TEAM:  

Owner:  Galway Companies, Inc, 800 West Broadway, Suite 400, Madison, WI 53713  

Architect:  JLA Architects + Planners, 800 West Broadway - Suite 200, Monona, WI 53713 

Civil:  JT Engineering, 281 W Netherwood Rd, Suite 1, Oregon, WI  53575 

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW:  

Galway Companies is proposing a multi-family/commercial mixed-use project, to be located on the site 

surrounded by University Avenue, N Whitney Way and Old Middleton Rd.  The project as proposed would have 

approximately 480-490 residential units with 6,000 sf of commercial/retail space that would include commercial / 

retailers that embrace and support the neighborhood.  The 3 buildings total about 487,000 gsf.  Galway Companies 

is a long-term holder and intends to build and retain ownership of this property for the long term.  As such, an 

incredible amount of thought/design has been placed into ensuring the project is sustainable, respectful to its 

surroundings, and environmentally conscious.  They intend on promoting the use of carbon free transportation 

(bicycles) as much as possible as well as encouraging the use of public transit (BRT).  In addition, Galway intends on 

offering numerous electrical car charging stations within the project with the ability to expand over time as 

demand increases.  The project as proposed is seven stories.  In addition, walk up townhomes are being designed 

along the street to scale the building down appropriately to the neighborhoods across Whitney Way.  

 

SITE:  

The project is located on a 4.9 acre triangular parcel at the southeast corner of University Ave, N. Whitney Way, and 

Old Middleton Road in Madison's 19th Aldermanic District. The property occupies a prominent gateway location 

along the University Avenue corridor and is characterized by three public street frontages, creating a unique site 

configuration and high visibility from multiple approaches. The surrounding area includes a mix of commercial, 

office, institutional, and residential uses, reflecting the evolving character of this important west-side corridor. 

 

The proposed mixed-use development is intended to reinforce the urban character of the University Avenue 

corridor by providing an active street presence with approximately 6,000 square feet of ground-floor commercial 

space located at the prominent corner of University Avenue and N. Whitney Way. The development is designed to 

strengthen the pedestrian environment, enhance the streetscape, and create a high-quality building that responds 

to the site's unique geometry. By combining active commercial uses with residential development above, the 

project supports continued reinvestment, increases housing opportunities, and contributes to a vibrant, walkable 

mixed-use corridor. 
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A summary of how the development proposal addresses the UDD 6 district criteria is as follows: 

 

• Prominent Gateway Site – The triangular parcel creates a highly visible gateway along University Avenue.  

• Active Mixed-Use Corner – Approximately 6,000 SF of retail anchors the corner, strengthening pedestrian 

activity.  

• Architecture on Three Frontages – The building provides articulated façades and high-quality materials on 

all public-facing elevations.  

• Pedestrian & Transit Supportive Design – The development strengthens the streetscape, supports transit-

oriented land use, and contributes to a walkable University Avenue corridor. 

 

There are currently multiple buildings on the site that will be demolished prior to construction.  Photographs of the 

existing buildings are attached.  

 

ARCHITECTURE:  

The building is designed with a contemporary aesthetic - meant to relate to the unique urban and residential 

aspects of the area.  It will be built with a very high-quality exterior, primarily consisting of masonry and composite 

siding.  Six floors of residential units are situated  above commercial space, residential lobby, and parking. Green 

roof courtyards at the second floors bring together the negative space the middle of the “C” buildings create. 

 

REFUSE & RECYCLING:  

Garbage and recycling containers serving the building will be in an enclosed room near the south side of each 

building on the first floor.  Residential refuse chutes are located internally and will be collected from the ground floor 

parking.  A private collection service will be utilized at a frequency appropriate for the required volume. 

 

PRELIMINARY PROJECT SCHEDULE:  

 

May 21, 2026: DAT Meeting 

July 27, 2026:  PreUDC Meeting 

August 3, 2026: Urban Design Commission - Informational Presentation Submittal Deadline 

August 19, 2026: Urban Design Commission - Informational Presentation Meeting 

 

 

Please feel free to contact me if additional information is needed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JLA & Associates, LLC 

By: Garett Tomesh 

 

 

 

Cc: Jessica Vaughn,  jvaughn@cityofmadison.com 
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Existing Conditions: 

 

 

 
 

University Ave & N Whitney Way (building to be demolished) 
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University Ave (building to be demolished) 

 

 

 
 

N Whitney Way (building to be demolished) 

 

 

 

 
 

N Whitney Way (building to be demolished) 
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N Whitney Way (building to be demolished) 

 

 

 

 
 

N Whitney Way (buildings to be demolished) 
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Old Middlton Rd (buildings to be demolished) 

 

 

 

 
 

Old Middleton Rd (buildings to be demolished) 
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