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Cement Board – EIFS Comparison

CEMENT BOARD SYSTEM 

(Hardie Reveal Panel System)

EXTERIOR INSULATION FINISH SYSTEM  - E.I.F.S.

(Sto or Dryvit System)

SYSTEM

DESCRIPTION

Wall-cladding system that consists of:  sheathing, weather barrier, airspace, 

fiber cement board panels.

Wall-cladding system that consists of:  Insulation board attached to substrate, weather 

barrier,  integrally reinforced base coat and a textured protective finish coat.

WARRANTY 30 year 30 year

DESIGN 

FLEXIBILITY

•  Panel size is 4' x 8'.

•  Reveal width is 1/2".

•  Fasteners are exposed.

•  Entire system is painted, including reveals & fasteners.

• Panel size can vary, depending on design.

• Reveals can vary is dimension.

• System has integral texture and color finish.

• Multiple finish textures available.

INSTALLATION

• Fasteners must be installed accurately both vertically & horizontally into a 

stud.  (additional metal studs will be required)

• Installation time is longer than EIFS due to painting and exposed fasteners. • Integral color eliminates painting.

INSULATION 

VALUE

• Nominal insulation value-

system is not water or air-tight by design. • R-value of 7.5 

DURABILITY

•  Product is proposed for upper areas of buildings. (out of reach)

• Fiber cement board is very dense, but knife could scratch

•  Large installation of this system is untested in the Midwest.  It's unproven if 

the system will move, causing panels to appear out of alignment.

• Product is proposed for upper areas of buildings. (out of reach)

• EIFS finish system is durable, but knife could scratch.  

•  When detailed and installed correctly, Target & Ryan have had numerous successful, 

durable installations.

MAINTENANCE

• Anticipated painting every 7 years.

• While the cement board will hold paint very well, it's likely the reveals and 

fasteners will require paint more frequently.

• Paint every 7 years (according to Target's maintenance schedule).

• Additional patching or repairing will be done if required.

• EIFS is easy to patch and repair.

SUSTAINABILITY

• Made from wood pulp, cement, sand & water- some recycled.

• Potential for regional materials.

•  Insulation on the exterior of the 

wall, reducing air leakage and eliminating thermal bridging in steel framed construction.

• Potential for regional materials.

ESTHETICS

• Horizontal reveal extends beyond face of panel and may not look uneven, 

making the system look inexpensive and low quallity.

•  Exposed fasteners and reveals will not hold paint as well as cement board, 

requiring frequent maintenance.
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Cement Board

Mock-Up of Cement Board

-textured paint on left and flat finish on right
Hardie Reveal System- photo from website

Note:  panels don’t come prefinished so unpainted reveals 

as shown is not the typical application.
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Cement Board Details

Detail of joints at cement board mock-up panel.  
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Mock-Up of E.I.F.S.

-textured paint on left and flat finish on right

Exterior Insulation Finish System  (EIFS)

Detail at EIFS mock-up panel joint intersection.

Joint sizes can vary.
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E.I.F.S.- Target Examples 

Portland  NE, Oregon

Philadelphia West

Wareham, Massachusetts
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Exterior Elevations- Cement Board
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Exterior Elevations- E.I.F.S


