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E-MOTO AND E-BIKE USAGE IN PARKS

• City Wide Issue (Paved Paths and Parkland)
• Rapid Rise in popularity
• Lack of clarity around Class I, II, III e-bikes and E-Motos
• Current rules and regs don’t fully address the current environment
• Safety and property damage concerns
• Regulation & Enforcement 
• Possible next steps
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Local E-Moto Rider damaging the City of Middleton Pump Track

Recently signed agreement with local IMBA Chapter Capitol Offroad Pathfinders
• Mountain bike trail building group in Dane Co
• Maintain trail for City of Madison, Dane Co, Middleton, Fitchburg, WI State Parks
• Increased reports of damage from E-Motos
• Pedestrian trails not designed to support moto usage = Damage 
• Safety Hazard

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ1ii_9kXMb/?igsh=MTY2b3FpYW5jNGwybw%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ1ii_9kXMb/?igsh=MTY2b3FpYW5jNGwybw%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQ1ii_9kXMb/?igsh=MTY2b3FpYW5jNGwybw%3D%3D
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REGULATION SUMMARY

• MGO 8.16
• UNAUTHORIZED “MOTORIZED” VEHICLES PROHIBITED ON PUBLIC LANDS

• “MOTORIZED”
• Defined under Section 340.01(35) as any self-propelled vehicle, including those propelled by electric power, but excluding 

vehicles operating exclusively on rails
• Multi-use Paths: Class 1 and Class 2 e-bikes are generally allowed wherever human-powered bicycles are permitted, 

including shared-use paths in Madison

• Doesn’t fully address e-bikes and e-motos
• Doesn’t address exceptions like motorized mobility devices for disables users
• Most users do not fully understand rules and regs
• Further clarity from State of WI may be coming in the next few years
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ENFORCEMENT SUMMARY

• E-Motos are already prohibited
• Some users under the impression they are allowed
• Some E-Motos sold as “e-bikes”
• Some users know they are violating 

• Enforcement is difficult
• Known violators flee scene
• Ranger response time
• Lack of easily enforceable standard 

• Can’t tell Class I,II,III from a distance
• Same challenges exist on paved paths

• MPD “does not have capacity for enforcement”
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POSSIBLE STEPS TO MITIGATE ISSUE

• Increased signage at problematic park sites
• Verbiage is legally complicated 
• Below example is “acceptable”
• Allows users and trail stewards to reference sign on site to violators

• Public Information Outreach
• What is an E-bike vs E-moto?
• What is allowed
• Examples

• Consider ordinance revision
• Draw line at a clear & enforceable metric
• Decide which users to allow (Class I,II,III, etc)
• Further define “motorized” for Park purposes
• Additional input from City Attorney’s office
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