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May 18, 2026 

To: Landmarks Commission 

From: Dan McAuliffe, Rebecca Cnare, Kirstie Laatsch, Angela Puerta, Jessica Vaughn 

RE: Downtown Area Plan Historic Resources Discussion 

 

The Downtown Area Plan kicked off in December of 2025 as a part of Envision Downtown Madison, a 
Public-Private Planning Partnership with Downtown Madison Inc. (DMI.) This partnership consists of a 
Privately led “Downtown Strategy” and a Publicly led “Downtown Area Plan.” These efforts will share 
inventories, analysis, and public feedback that will lead to a “Shared Vision and Big Moves.” This shared 
work will then inform plan recommendations and an implementation strategy for both efforts.  If you 
would like to learn more about the Envision Madison Progress to date, please visit our website: 

Downtown Area Plan 
www.cityofmadison.com/downtownplan 

 

After a brief presentation about our process to date, The Planning team would like 
to prompt our discussion with a series of questions.  

 

1. Do members of the Landmarks Commission have policy ideas, projects or other potential 
recommendations that fall under the big moves? 

2. What role should Historic Preservation play in the future of Downtown Madison? What do you see 
as the opportunities, challenges and potential policy guidance to help navigate growth and 
preservation? 

3. The previous Downtown Plan recommended considering co-terminus boundaries for Local and 
National Register Historic Districts. 

i. How does the Commission feel about shrinking/expanding local districts to match National 
Districts? 

ii. First Settlement – areas of potential change 
iii. Mansion Hill - areas of potential change 

4. Does the Commission have ideas for potential tools, projects, or policies to advance Heritage 
Tourism and telling place stories? 

i. Blue Plaque Project  
ii. Other ideas 
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