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The state of Madison’s transportation network, annual 
operations, and opportunities for the future. 

Presentation to Transportation Commission



Nearly 700 dedicated 
people keep Madison 
moving.



Vision Zero and 
Safe Streets

Redesigns &
Reconstruction North-South BRT Complete Green 

Streets
Area Plan 

Coordination

Wayfinding AAA Bike Network Interagency 
Partnerships

Pedestrian Plan Passenger Rail

Let's Talk Streets Curb Management Intercity Bus

We are planning 
for a multimodal 
future.

Transit Plan Transportation 
Plan



The lakes have created 
a more compact and 
more livable city.

Source: American Community Survey 2023 5-Year Estimates



Half the city’s growth 
over the last 5 years has 
happened along BRT 
corridors.

Source: CoStar Property Data, 2020-2025 and City of Madison.



LAND USE73% of the streets in the 
city have sidewalks.



LAND USEPedestrians may need 
to detour ¼ mile to 
cross a street safely.

Source: Greater Madison MPO and City of Madison



LAND USEIn 2025, 81 Madison 
pedestrians were injured and 
3 were killed as a result of 
being hit by drivers. 

Source: Wisconsin TOPS Lab 2015-2025



LAND USEPeople in Madison bike 
three times as much as 
Americans in general.

Source: League of American Bicyclists and U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey (2024) 

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

Ca
m

br
id

ge
So

m
er

vi
lle

Eu
ge

ne
Be

rk
el

ey
Sa

nt
a 

Ba
rb

ar
a

W
as

hi
ng

to
n

Sa
n 

Fr
an

ci
sc

o
Se

at
tle

M
ad

iso
n

Fo
rt

 C
ol

lin
s

Po
rt

la
nd

Bo
st

on
M

in
ne

ap
ol

is
Bo

ise
Ev

an
st

on
Te

m
pe

Pr
ov

id
en

ce
Sa

lt 
La

ke
 C

ity
Ba

to
n 

Ro
ug

e
Ho

no
lu

lu
Pr

ov
o

Ch
ic

ag
o

O
ak

la
nd

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
Ci

ty
Ph

ila
de

lp
hi

a
Si

lv
er

 S
pr

in
g

De
nv

er
M

ia
m

i
Pa

sa
de

na
Pi

tt
sb

ur
gh

St
. P

au
l

Su
nn

yv
al

e
Ba

yo
nn

e
N

ew
 O

rle
an

s
Sa

va
nn

ah
Sa

cr
am

en
to

So
ut

h 
Be

nd
Ta

m
pa

Tu
cs

on
Ar

lin
gt

on
St

. P
et

er
sb

ur
g

Ba
lti

m
or

e
Bu

ffa
lo

Du
rh

am
Li

nc
ol

n
St

. L
ou

is
Ta

lla
ha

ss
ee

An
ch

or
ag

e
Je

rs
ey

 C
ity

Sa
n 

Le
an

dr
o

Rates of Bike Commuting (Greater than 1%)
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Rates of Bike Commuting (Greater than 1%)



Paths radiate in all 
directions from 
Downtown, but there 
are gaps in important 
places.



Some major arterials 
have bike lanes, but 
some are low comfort, 
and some end abruptly.



LAND USE94% of Madison 
residents are within ½ 
mile of a bus stop.



LAND USEFrequent routes serve 
the most important 
destinations and draw 
the most riders.

Source: Capital Area RPC. (2022). 2050 Regional Development Framework.



LAND USEMetro bus routes 
arrive on time 74% of 
the times. But some 
parts of the system 
are slower and less 
reliable than others.



Source: Center for Neighborhood Technology. (2025). H+T Index. https://htaindex.cnt.org/

LAND USEResidents of central 
Madison drive less 
than half as much as 
residents in the 
suburbs.



LAND USEThe population of the 
isthmus increased 
14% from 2015 to 
2025, but traffic 
decreased by 15%.

Source: Wisconsin Department of Transportation. (2025). Traffic Counts. 



LAND USEUnlike most US cities, 
Madison has no 
freeways near 
downtown. But there 
are segments of 
freeway-like roads.



LAND USEThe busiest time for 
city garages in 
Saturday night.

Average Hourly Occupancy by Garage and Day of Week
July 15, 2025 – July 14, 2026 
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Rail lines converge on 
Madison but carry few 
trains.

Source: Federal Railroad Administration. (2026). Railroad Grade Crossings



Airport access is 
uneven by mode and 
direction.

Check resolution



QUESTIONS?
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