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Background Information 
 
Applicant | Contact: Tanner Williams, Bird Dog Hospitality, LLC  
 
Project Description: The applicant is proposing to paint the existing masonry, including street facing elevations, 
as well as balcony alcoves and the porte-cochere. 
 
Approval Standards: The UDC is an advisory body on this request. Section 28.137(2)(e) of the Zoning Code 
requires that a planned multi-use site containing more than forty thousand (40,000) square feet of floor area 
and where twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet of floor area that is designed or intended for retail use or 
for hotel or motel use, shall require conditional use approval following a recommendation on the design of any 
specific proposal by the Urban Design Commission. This application is currently being considered as an 
administrative amendment, not requiring Plan Commission review, pending the advisory recommendation from 
the Urban Design Commission. As such, the UDC is advisory to the Director of Planning (MGO 20.098(6)).   
 
Pursuant to MGO Section 33.24(4)(f), “Proposals for additions, exterior building alterations, or site alterations 
to existing structures currently used for, or originally designed to accommodate, a retail development that has 
a floor area of forty thousand (40,000) square feet or more shall be approved pursuant to the applicable 
ordinances relating to the alteration of approved projects and shall comply with these requirements to the extent 
possible, given the constraints of the existing sites and structures.”  
 
Project Background: This project is coming before the UDC in an effort to avoid a Building Inspection compliance 
case. The building as it exists today has already been painted. With the goal of complying with the required review 
and approval processes, the applicant team has been actively working with staff to obtain UDC approval.  
 
Staff notes that the UDC is not under any obligation to approve the proposed modifications. The role of the 
Commission is to determine whether the proposed exterior modifications are consistent with the approval 
standards as noted above. The applicant team is aware of the possibility that the building may need to be 
repainted to be restored to the original approval condition, or that additional painting may need to be done to 
address UDC’s concerns. 
 
Adopted Plan Recommendations: The Greater East Towne Area Plan (2022) includes general design guidelines, 
but does not include specific recommendations related to painting or color considerations. 
 
Summary of Design Considerations 
 
Staff recommends that the UDC provide feedback and make findings on the proposal regarding the 
aforementioned standards as it relates to the design considerations noted below.  
 
 

https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6872445&GUID=97E7C5B0-510B-4288-9129-5CB045623879&Options=ID|Text|&Search=4801+annamark
file:///%5C%5Cgisserver%5CDATA%5CPlanning%20Division%5CCommissions%20&%20Committees%5CUrban%20Design%20Commission%5CDigital%20Files%5C2022%5CJuly%2027%5C1841%20Northport%20-%20MEMO%20DONE%20DONE%5CSection%2028.137(2)(e)%20of%20the%20Zoning%20Code%20requires%20that%20a%20planned%20multi-use%20site%20containing%20more%20than%20forty%20thousand%20(40,000)%20square%20feet%20of%20floor%20area%20and%20where%20twenty-five%20thousand%20(25,000)%20square%20feet%20of%20floor%20area%20is%20designed%20or%20intended%20for%20retail%20use%20or%20for%20hotel%20or%20motel%20use,%20shall%20require%20conditional%20use%20approval%20following%20a%20recommendation%20on%20the%20design%20of%20any%20specific%20proposal%20by%20the%20Urban%20Design%20Commission.%20Section%2033.24(4)(f)%20of%20the%20Urban%20Design%20Commission%20ordinance%20states%20that%20proposals%20for%20additions,%20exterior%20building%20alterations,%20or%20site%20alterations%20to%20existing%20structures%20currently%20used%20for,%20or%20originally%20designed%20to%20accommodate,%20a%20retail%20development%20that%20has%20a%20floor%20area%20of%20forty%20thousand%20(40,000)%20or%20more%20square%20feet%20shall%20be%20approved%20pursuant%20to%20the%20applicable%20ordinances%20relating%20to%20the%20alteration%20of%20approved%20projects%20and%20shall%20comply%20with%20these%20requiremhttps:%5Clibrary.municode.com%5Cwi%5Cmadison%5Ccodes%5Ccode_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIICH20--31_CH28ZOCOOR_SUBCHAPTER_28IGERE_28.137ZOLOPLMUESI
https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIVCH32--45_CH33BOCOCO_33.24URDECO
https://www.cityofmadison.com/dpced/planning/documents/Greater_East_Towne_Area_Plan.pdf
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• Building Design and Composition. As reflected in the application materials, paint has been applied to 
various elevations and details across the building, including balcony insets, masonry walls, and the porte-
cochere, etc. Staff requests the UDC’s feedback and findings of the impacts of the proposed painting on 
the building design and composition.  
 

• Materials. As noted in the application materials, the paint is applied directly on the masonry surfaces. The 
painting of unpainted masonry has commonly been referred to UDC for their review. As part of the 
installation process, as noted in the Letter of Intent, a primer will be used, as well as latex exterior paint 
(Sherwin Williams brand). Staff requests the UDC”s feedback and findings related to the proposed 
materials. 
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