
219 N Fair Oaks 

North Fair Oaks 

Jkayla Hodges Sign Effectz Inc.
1827 W Glendale Avenue Milwaukee Wisconsin, 53209

414-312-6973 Jkaylah@signeffectz.com

Jkayla Hodges Sign Effectz Inc.
1827 W Glendale Avenue Milwaukee Wisconsin, 53209
414-312-6973 Jkaylah@signeffectz.com

215 N Fair Oaks LLC 
1010 E Washington Ave Madison Wisconsin , 53703







Jkayla Hodges Sign Contractor 

10/22/2024 via zoomJessica Vaughn 



                   
Jkayla Hodges 
Permit Coordinator 
Sign Effectz Inc. 
1827 W Glendale Ave 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 
Jkaylah@signeffectz.com 
414-312-6973 
  
Date:12/13/2024 
Urban Design Commission 
City of Madison 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
Madison, Wisconsin 53701 
  
Re: Comprehensive Design Review Submittal for V-Shaped Ground Sign 
Starkweather Place, North Fair Oaks Avenue 
  
Dear Urban Design Commission Members, 
  
I am submitting this review to address our proposed signage, as we are not in full compliance 
with the Madison sign code due to the code’s restrictions on ground signage. Specifically, the 
code does not permit ground signs in a TR-U1 district. If we were a wall sign, we would be in 
compliance with Madison’s Sign Code, Section 31.14(4), which allows a single identification 
signup to twelve square feet in area for apartment buildings. However, we believe a wall sign 
does not align with the aesthetic of the apartment complex and would not be the best for the 
overall design of the property.  
 
UDC CRITERIA: 
 

1. The Sign Plan shall create visual harmony between the signs, building(s), and 
building site through unique and exceptional use of materials, design, color, and 
lighting, and other design elements; and shall result in signs of appropriate scale and 
character to the uses and building(s) on the zoning lot as well as adjacent buildings, 
structures and uses. 

 
The V-shaped double-sided design of the sign, with dimensions of 54 3/8” X 58 3/4” making 12 
square feet on each side making it a total of 24 square feet, offers a modern yet timeless 
aesthetic that complements the surrounding environment. The materials selected for the sign—
½” thick Clear Acrylic and Belbien Wood Veneer (Horizontal Grain)—contribute to a sleek, 
professional appearance that harmonizes with the development’s overall design. The clear 
acrylic gives the sign a modern, clean look, while the natural wood veneer adds a touch of 



warmth and elegance. The high-quality materials ensure durability and a long lifespan while 
maintaining a refined visual presence. 

2. Each element of the sign plan shall be found to be necessary due to unique or 
unusual design aspects in the architecture or limitations in the building site or 
surrounding environment.  

While wall-mounted signage is often used for apartment complexes, a ground sign offers 
superior visibility. Given the architectural features of the building—such as windows, 
potential glare, and the positioning of the complex—the wall signage might not achieve the 
same level of clarity and readability as a ground sign. A V-shaped ground sign, positioned 
strategically, maximizes its visibility from multiple vantage points, making it a more effective 
and efficient solution for communicating the complex's presence. 
 

3. The proposal shall not violate any of the stated purposes described in Secs. 31.02(1) 
and 33.24(2). 
 
We confirm that the sign plans are designed to further the goals of safety and aesthetics 
and achieve the purposes outlined in Sec.31.02.  
 

4. All signs must meet minimum construction requirements under Sec.31.04(5). 
Sign Effectz confirms that the signage will meet the minimum construction requirements 
under 31.04(5) 
 

5. The proposal shall not approve Advertising beyond the restrictions in Sec. 31.11 or Off-
Premises Directional Signs beyond the restrictions in Sec.31.115. 
Sign Effectz confirms that signage does not approve advertising beyond code restrictions 
in Sec. 31.11 or 31.115. 
 

6. The proposal shall not be approved if any element of the plan: 

 a. presents a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic on public or private property. 
 b. obstructs views at points of ingress and egress of adjoining properties. 
 c. obstructs or impedes the visibility of existing lawful signs on adjacent property. 
 
Sign Effectz Confirms nothing exists in the submitted sign plans.  
 
d. negatively impacts the visual quality of public or private open spaces. 
 
It will not. 
 
7. The Sign Plan may only encompass signs on private property of the zoning lot or building 

site in question and shall not approve any signs in the right of way or on private property. 

Sign Effectz confirms that the sign plan only encompasses signs on the new construction 
property at 215 N Fair Oaks. 
 
 
Surrounding Area: 



 
We also took the time to carefully examine various business signs in the area, and what we 
noticed is that many of the businesses in this neighborhood have opted for custom-designed 
signs that reflect their identities. Each sign stands out in its way, with no two signs looking 
alike. Whether it’s through distinctive fonts, colors, or materials, every business has tried to 
create something unique that fits the character of its brand. The diversity in signage adds to 
the charm and appeal of the area, contributing to a sense of creativity and vibrancy.  
 
Considering this, we are eager to represent “Starkweather Place” in a similar fashion by 
utilizing a unique ground sign. We recognize that ground signage is not typically permitted in 
this area due to the zone change back in October 2022, but we believe that allowing the 
business to stand out with a sign that is distinct and fresh would be in line with the innovative 
spirit that many other local businesses have embraced.  A unique ground sign would not only 
help the client establish their presence but also contribute to the diverse and dynamic nature 
of the neighborhood. For your reference, we have attached documents featuring photos of 
existing signage in the neighborhood that we found particularly unique and in line with the 
custom creative approach many local businesses have embraced. 
 

 
  
We would like to Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing our comprehensive 
design submittal for the proposed Double-sided V-shaped ground sign. We believe that this 



sign will contribute positively to the aesthetics and functionality of the development while 
complying with the relevant guidelines outlined in the Urban Design Commission Criteria.  
We are confident that the proposed design enhances the visibility and presence of the 
complex, aligns with the architectural vision, and adheres to the necessary regulations and 
safety standards. We look forward to your feedback and appreciate your support in helping to 
bring this project to fruition.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jkayla Hodges  
Permit Coordinator  
Sign Effectz Inc.  
Jkaylah@signeffectz.com  
414-312-6973  
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