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Hy-Vee Company Information 
 
Who we are 
Hy-Vee is an employee-owned retail corporation dedicated to providing shoppers with 
quality products, low prices and superior customer service.  Our company philosophy is 
built upon the fundamental principles of honesty and integrity in all relationships and 
genuine caring for customers, employees and the community. 
 

Our history 
Hy-Vee began in 1930 as a partnership between Charles Hyde and David Vredenburg, 
who operated a general store in Beaconsfield, Iowa.  In 1938 the company incorporated 
as Hyde & Vredenburg, Inc., with 15 stores and 16 employee stockholders.   The name 
Hy-Vee is a contraction of the founders’ names. 
 

Hy-Vee at a glance 
Today Hy-Vee operates 223 retail outlets in Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, 
South Dakota, Minnesota, and soon Wisconsin.  With annual sales in excess of $6 billion, 
Hy-Vee ranks among the top 20 supermarket chains and the top 40 private companies in 
the nation.  The company was named 2006 Retailer of the Year by Supermarket News, 
the authoritative voice of the food industry. 
  
Hy-Vee emphasizes freshness, variety and one-stop-shopping convenience.   Amenities 
such as food courts, pharmacies with drive-up windows, floral shops and dry cleaning 
services help Hy-Vee stores meet the demands of today’s busy lifestyles.  
 
To support its growing retail operations, the company maintains distribution facilities in 
Chariton and Cherokee, Iowa.  Together, the complexes encompass more than 2 million 
square feet.  
  
Other Hy-Vee holdings include Perishable Distributors of Iowa, a distribution facility for 
meat, seafood and ice cream; Lomar Distributing, Inc., which handles specialty foods; 
Florist Distributing, Inc.; D&D Foods, Inc., a manufacturing plant; Hy-Vee/Weitz 
Construction; and Midwest Heritage Bank, FSB, which is based in Chariton.  
  
Hy-Vee, Iowa’s largest employer and provides career opportunities for over 54,000 
employees thought seven states.  Profits are shared with employees through The Hy-Vee 
Employees’ Profit Sharing Trust Fund and through a bonus and commission system, with 
bonuses at the retail level based on individual store profits. 
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Westgate Hy-Vee Building Elevations
10.28.2008
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