From: Matthew Farrelly

To: Transportation Commission

Subject: Fwd: Comments on 2/23 agenda item 8 (Hammersley Rd project)
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Attachments: February 28, 2022 Letter to Aaron Canton, City of Madison.pdf

Caution: This email was sent from an external source. Avoid unknown links and attachments.

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for taking the time to read this email and the attachment I have provided here. I am
forwarding the email that my good neighbor, Bob Park, has sent along to me. In addition to his
safety concerns (which I share), I would respectfully ask you to also consider some of the
other concerns I have outlined in my attached letter, which contains 16 signatures of residents
on my stretch of Hammersley Rd (5500 block) which I was able to acquire just this morning
(some residents who oppose the current plan were not home at the time and I wanted to get the
document in the mail this morning).

Safety is certainly a top priority for me and for those neighbors of mine with whom I have
been in conversation; however, there is a concern that the slated plan does not take into
consideration the conditions "on the ground" in our neighborhood -- and there is a growing
concern that the proposed plan may not be as safe as assumed (not just at the Whitney
Way/Hammersley intersection outlined by Mr. Park, below) for the entirety of our street.

It is my desire that all parties involved in the planning will take seriously our holistic
concerns.

I am grateful to live in this fine city of Madison, and I do thank you for your time and genuine
consideration of our voice.

All good wishes to you.

Respectfully,
Matthew

Matthew Farrelly

Joint PhD Student:

History and Educational Policy Studies, History & Humanities
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Educator | Tutor | Growth Coach: Pegasus Education
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February 28, 2022

Matthew Farrelly
5522 Hammersley Rd.
Madison, WI 53711

Dear Mr. Canton:

I do hope that this letter finds you well. Thank you for the ways that you and your team consider
how to make Madison’s streets — both residential and commercial — safe, functional,
aesthetically beautiful, and maintained according to the best conditions possible given all the
multifaceted dynamics that you have to weigh annually, if not daily. I say this only to
acknowledge that I know your planning must account for a lot. Please accept this letter from me
as a voice representing a happy citizen of Madison and Orchard Ridge, homeowner on
Hammersley Road, and neighbor, cyclist, and frequent walker of our here in the neighborhood
environs of Hammersley.

I do not presume to understand all of what you must consider when undertaking such large
project as the one projected for Hammersley this coming Spring. [ am grateful that that the city
has reached out to us with the survey and the Zoom meetings. Sadly, because of my University
schedule, I was unable to attend any of the slated meetings (I am a K-12 teacher and now a PhD
student in Education and History and a lecturer in those departments). I would have, otherwise.
Please receive this letter in lieu of my attendance, and a more personal expression of my position
on the matter.

I would like to keep my letter brief, highlighting the most important reasons why I humbly and
conscientiously ask you and your team to consider modifying your proposed plans for the
overhaul of Hammersley Road. /n short, from my point of view, which include conversations with
neighbors and their activities on Hammersley Road, the proposed plan to add a multi-purpose
bicycle/walking/running path with a green to separate from the vehicle traffic does not fully
consider the nature of Hammersley as a residential road, and overestimates the safety benefits
that the slated multi-use path are purported to provide.

Hammersley Road is not without its history over the last decade or more, as you know.
Obviously, much has been done to make Hammersley a safer road, especially from speeding
drivers. The implementation of the Whitney Way median has radically (positively so) altered the
traffic conditions, making Hammersley itself all the safer for cyclists and walkers alike.
However, regarding safety holistically, I think the biggest safety concern on Hammersley has
been the uneven surface, potholes, and the lack of maintaining bright, reflective paint lines. This
alone would radically maintain cycler and walker safety. Regarding historical incidents, I do not
recall any cases of cyclist or walker accidents in the years that I have resided on Hammersley.
Furthermore, whatever episodes have occurred in the city of Madison, / kindly ask that you not
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apply an idealized blueprint wholesale to all Madison streets. Neighborhood streets like
Hammersley should be treated differently than streets nearer to downtown, where | suspect there
have been greater concerns for pedestrian and cyclist safety.

That said, have you considered alternative plans for Hammersley that would ensure that the very
real residential needs of those who live on Hammersley could continue? For example, parking:
where will guests park on Hammersley? Only so many vehicles can fit into driveways. What
about lawn-care service vehicles and their trailers? How will they safely park with their
equipment along the roadside (or even gain access to driveways if necessary given the space
constraints)? What of the postal service vehicles which are not permitted to enter driveways?
What about garbage services?

I assume that safety is one of the greatest concerns for this plan, and I certainly want all residents
and commuters and recreational cyclists to feel safe. However, please consider that this multi-use
path may create more of a hazard by funneling traffic, and that adequate safety could be
maintained with better road conditions.

I appreciate you taking the time to consider this appeal. Please also note that I have acquired the
signatures of other residents and users of our street who would also ask for the city to reconsider
its slated plans. Although they may differ some on particulars of what I have stated above, the
undersigned have voiced that they would like an alternative to the slated plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out to me personally via mail, phone (630-441-8108), or email

(matthew.r.farrelly@gmail.com). Thank you.
Respectfully,

Matthegv Farrelly
5522 Hammersley Road
Madison, WI 53711
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—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Robert Park <loonfoot@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, Feb 23, 2022 at 11:34 AM

Subject: Comments on 2/23 agenda item 8 (Hammersley Rd project)
To: <transportationcommission@citvofimadison.com>

I write in opposition to the project as currently proposed for the block of Hammersley Rd
between Whitney Way and Gilbert Rd, where I live, and in opposition to the proposed
treatment of the nearby Hammersley Rd/Whitney Way intersection as shown here.

My wife and I were grateful for the city's redesign of the Hammersley Rd/Whitney Way
intersection which put an end to cross traffic on Hammersley Rd. We no longer have frequent
accidents at that intersection. My wife was involved in providing assistance to one of the
victims of the Christmas day accident several years ago that resulted in two deaths. My chief
safety concern now with that intersection is the blind pocket in the northbound lanes of
Whitney Way where Hammersley Rd connects. I believe the full width of Hammersley Rd
where it connects to the downhill northbound lanes of Whitney Way should be maintained.

I am a homeowner who gets around chiefly by bicycle most of the year and I make frequent
use of the bike lanes that have been marked on both sides of Hammersley Rd. Bicycle safety
has not been a major concern as I use these bike lanes, and it has not been a concern at all in
our block since traffic crossing Whitney Way has been eliminated by the intersection redesign.
I do get a bit nervous when I make the right turn on to Whitney Way as downhill northbound
traffic rushes past. Here is my key point. The currently proposed changes to this intersection
would make biking around that corner (or across) less safe because it would shift us further
into the blind pocket that northbound Whitney Way traffic passes through, sometimes at high
speed. In addition, the proposal to eliminate the left turn lane for east bound Hammersley Rd
traffic at this intersection would force this traffic to turn right and go up the hill were most of
it would then make a U turn, adding to the northbound downbhill traffic going through the blind
pocket. For safety reasons, I oppose both the elimination of that left turn lane and the
narrowing of Hammersley Rd as it connects to the east side of Whitney Way.

Another reason for maintaining the full width of Hammersley Rd east of Whitney Way is mail
delivery. The U.S. mail truck delivers mail on our side of Hammersley and then makes a U
turn for delivery along the south side.

Parking is also a concern for our block of Hammersley Rd. For more than 20 years we have
held an annual winter music event at our house which can attract more than 30 people. Ours is
the last house on the north side of Hammersley Rd to the east of Whitney Way. Our visitors
cannot park on Whitney Way for either the block south or the block north because the curb
lane is a traffic lane, and people are understandably reluctant to park further away on Whitney
Way because while parking is allowed the curb lane is, in practice, used as a traffic lane.

In summary, I feel the Hammersley Rd project as currently proposed should end at Gilbert Rd
and take up again from Whitney Way to the west, if that is what residents in those blocks
want. Before any changes are made to our block between Gilbert Rd and Whitney Way 1
believe the project should be revised to allow parking to be retained along the north side of our
block and plans to make Hammersely Rd narrower where it connects to the east side of
Whitney Way should be dropped. The currently proposed intersection changes would make
conditions less safe, not more safe, for bikers and pedestrians in this area.
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