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SOME ASPECTS AWND ASSUMPTIONS OF WHITE CULTURE IN THE UNITED STATES

While different individuals n;ight nox practice or accept all of these traits, they are common
characterisiics of ment US, white people most of the time.

Rugged Individoalism Protestant Work Ethic
Self-reliance Hard wark is the key to suceess
Individual ia primary wnit Work before play
Independence and autoriomy highly valued and "If you didn't meet your goals, you didn’t wo
rewarded hard enough?” ‘

Individuals assumed to be in controf of their
-environment—"You get what you deserve”

Competidon r
Be #1
Win at all costa
Winner-loser dichotomy

Action Orientatlon
Master and confrel nature
Must always "do something” about a simation
Apgressiveness and extroversion

Decislon Making
Majority rulea (when whites have power)
Hierarchical -

Communaication
"The King's English® rules
Writien tradition
Avoid condlict, intimacy
Don't shaw emotion
Don't discuss personal Jife
“Be palite

Holidays
Based on Christian religions
Based on white history and wmale leaders

History
Based on Northern European immigrants’
experience in the United States
Heavy focus on the British Empire
. Primacy of Westeri (Greek, Roman) and
Judeo-Christian tradition

Jusilee
Based on English common law
Frotect property and entitlements
Intent connty

Emphasis on Scientific Method
Objective, mtional Hinear thinking
Cause and effect relationships
Quantitative emphasis

Status, Powes, and Authodiy
Wealth = worth ]
Heavy value on ovmership of goods, space,
- property
Your job is who you are

REespect authority

Time
Adherence to rigid ime schedules
Time viewed as a commodity

Funure Qrientation
Plan for futore
Delnyed pratification
Progress iy always for the best
"Tomorrow will be betier”

Family Structuze
Nuclear family: (father, mother, 2.3 children) is
the idesl social unit )
Husband is breadwinner and head of household
Wife is homemakey and subordinate to husband
Children should have own roome, be independent

Aesthetcs
Based on Eurapean culfure
Woman’s beauty based on blonde, thin—
"Barbie”
Man's atiractiveness based on econamic status,
power, intellect '
Steak and potatoes—"Bland is best”

Religion
Christianity is the norm
Anyihing other than Judeo-Christian tradition
is foreign
Ne tolerance for deviation from single god
concept

- Figure 6.1 Reprinted from Judith H. Katz, “White Culture and Racistm: Working
for Organizational Change in the United States” The WHITENESs PAPERS, no, 3,
Roselle, NJ: Ceater for the Study of White American Culture, 1999, p. 5.




