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Ryan Signs, Inc.

3007 Perry Street

Madison, WI 53713

608-271-7979 Phone
mbgrowneyselene@ryansigns.net

May 16, 2022

Heather Bailey

City of Madison Preservation Planner
215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Madison, WI 53701

Re: Landmarks Commission Application
Meeting of June 6, 2022

For: BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
312 WISCONSIN AVENUE

Dear Heather;

On behalf of Bethel Lutheran Church, please find Ryan Signs, Inc. submittal for Landmarks Commission review and request for a
Certificate of Appropriateness for updated and new freestanding monument and new wall signage for the property located at
312 Wisconsin Avenue.

The property is located within the Mansion Hill Historic District. The original building was dedicated in 1941. The gothic,
architecturally designed building sits on a square block bordering Wisconsin Avenue, W. Johnson Street, W. Gorham Street and
S. Carroll Street. Two streets are one-way and two are two-way streets.

In the past decade the church has made improvements and additions to the building, including a main entrance off the W.
Gorham Street driveway, while maintaining entrance accessibility at the Wisconsin Avenue entrance.

While the Bethel Lutheran Church building is not a designated landmark, the zoning lot also includes the Steensland House,
which is a designated landmark.

Changes and additions to the existing signage are as follows:

e  Content updates and color revisions to the two existing monument signs located at the corner of W. Johnson
Street and Wisconsin Avenue and W. Gorham Street and Wisconsin Avenue

*  The content of each sign is being updated to include the current branding identity of the church and to
update the Worship services (phone number and website address information is being removed)

*  The limestone bases and peak design details will remain unchanged

= Lighting of the internally illuminated signage will be converted to LED

= The header copy on the top of each sign will be routed and backed with acrylic

= The lower portion of each sign will continue to have acrylic faces with new translucent vinyl
backgrounds

= The aluminum framework of the signs will be repainted

e  New monument sign located at the W. Gorham Street driveway entrance (this is the only vehicular entrance to
the site except during times of church services, when the entrance on S. Carroll Street is open)
= The construction of the new signs will be identical to the existing monument signs with an aluminum
construction and LED illumination.
*  The copy portion of the signs will have acrylic faces and translucent vinyl backgrounds
= The base of each sign will be limestone masonry

e New monument sign located at the W. Johnson Street and S. Carroll Street
*  The construction of the new signs will be identical to the existing monument signs with an aluminum
construction and LED illumination.
*  The copy portion of the signs will have acrylic faces and translucent vinyl backgrounds
*  The base of each sign will be limestone masonry
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e New building letters identifying the Wisconsin Avenue entrance
. Backlit letters with fabricated aluminum faces and sidewalls, painted medium/dark bronze to fit with
the bronze roofline and window details
= The letters will be backlit using white LED, creating a soft and subtle illumination
= The letters will be placed above the center archway to designate the appropriate entry to the building
= All attachment points and electrical access will be placed at the mortar joints in the limestone fagade

e New building letters identifying the Parking Lot entrance
. Backlit letters with fabricated aluminum faces and sidewalls, painted medium/dark bronze to fit with
the bronze detail included throughout the building
= The letters will be backlit using white LED, creating a soft and subtle illumination
=  The letters will be placed above the center archway to designate the appropriate entry to the building
= All attachment points and electrical access will be placed at the mortar joints in the limestone fagade

Additional Comments:

1.

The applicant believes the materials are a continuation of the building as they compliment the existing signage
through the continuity of the aluminum framework and limestone bases.

The location of the new signs allow the applicant to properly identify the square block lot as church property and
additionally serve as a means of wayfinding.

The building signs take up a minute portion of the overall scale of the building, on each elevation on which they are to
be placed.

In an effort to maximize the impact of each sign, the messaging on the monument signs has been reduced to a
minimum amount of copy (including the elimination of a phone number and website address).

The existing “Bethel Lutheran Church Center” letters on W. Johnson Street will be removed.

The tradition and history of Bethel Lutheran Church is enhanced by the presentation of a modern-day branding, which
presents a relevant image to its current and future congregants.

The applicant will be submitting a Comprehensive Design Review to the City of Madison Urban Design Commission
following action by the Landmarks Commission. The findings of the Landmarks Commission will be included as part of
the UDC application and submittal materials. The Comprehensive Design Plan process is included in Chapter 31 of the
City of Madison Sign Control Ordinance.

A request for a Variance from a Vision Clearance has been submitted to Traffic Engineering contingent upon
Landmarks Commission and UDC approvals of the proposed sign plan.

On behalf of Bethel Lutheran Church, we ask for Landmarks Commission for your support of this sign plan. Thank you for your
consideration.

We will be available to answer questions and appreciate having the opportunity to present to the Landmarks Commission.

Respectfully Submitted,

RYAN SIGNS, INC.

President

Serving as Agent to Bethel Lutheran Church

cc:

Bethel Lutheran Church
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S/F Monument - Corner of Gorham & Wisconsin Ave.
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Single Faced Monument Sign
West Gorham St. Entrance
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
312 WISCONSIN AVENUE

EXISTING BUILDING LETTERS ON E. WISCONSIN AVENUE
TO BE REMOVED
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