








       
 

December 18th, 2022 
Urban Design Commission 
Department of Planning and Development 
215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
Madison, WI 53701 
 
 
Re:  Amendment to CDR  
        The Marling   
        1827 E Washington Ave. 
        Madison, WI 53703 
 
Project Name:  The Marling  
                       1827 E Washington Avenue  
  
    Parcel# 071007209169 

 
Owner:            1801 EAST WASHINGTON MADISON 
                                              APARTMENTS LLC 
      
    101 E Main St. Suite 500  
    Mt Horeb, WI 53572 
 
 
 
Signage Contractor: Sign Art Studio  
    325 W. Front St. 
    Mount Horeb, WI 53572 
 
 
Dear UDC members, 
 
Within the enclosed attachments you will find our formal sign proposal for The 
Marling at 1827 E Washington Avenue. Gallina Companies the owner is applying 
for an amendment to the existing CDR. The exception being requested is to the 
size allowed for a ground sign. The code allows either a ground sign or projecting 
sign that is greater than 12 sq. ft. in net area. The existing projecting sign is 32 
sq. ft. so only a 12 sq. ft. ground sign is allowable.  
 
The building is zoned TE which is a Group 3. East Washington Avenue has six 
lanes of traffic at 25 MPH. Currently, the property has installed a ground 
directional. An image of the existing parking directional is included. The copy only 
reads “The Marling Parking”. The current sign is under 9 sq. ft. which does not 
require a permit. Gallina Companies is looking to update the parking directional 
to be more functional with the existing retail tenants. The sign now is not as 
helpful as owner hoped.  
 
 
 



The Marling building has about 465’ of frontage on East Washington. The 
building consists of apartments and five commercial tenants. The retail tenants 
include The Marling Apartments Leasing Office, Oso Brewing, CoCoVaa 
Chocolatier, First Choice Dental, Inner Fire Yoga. This is a heavy visited area 
because of the type of tenants.  

A unique feature this building includes is free parking in the parking garage for 
retail tenants. It is an unheard-of perk for visitors of retail spaces in downtown 
Madison. Parking garages downtown are typically metered. The garage for 
visitors is setback from the street about 135’. Drivers do not where to turn for the 
parking. Tenants have expressed frustrations that visitors do not see the parking 
garage. Parking is difficult for retail visitors without the parking garage on a one-
way street. 

The proposed parking directional is consist with the existing signage on site by 
using the same font, colors, and style. The sign design includes a fun bright 
arrow that clearly provides directional information. The design matches the 
existing building.  

It is important to list tenant names, so it becomes clear the parking is for all the 
businesses including the leasing office. The retail names are only 3” in height. 
This provides about 100’ of viewing distance. The copy height is key to directing 
drivers when they must make a quick decision to turn off the busy street. Not only 
do customers visit the building but also delivery drivers, shipments, etc. 
Therefore, it is important to treat the leasing office as a retail tenant.  

The install location is where the current planters are. The current planters will be 
relocated on site. A site map has been included with the new locations. A planter 
around the sign is incorporated for a superior design. The plants to be included 
are variety of 12"-24" annuals or perennials such as: Nepeta "Walkers Low", 
Hemerocallis "Stella De Oro", Sporobolus "Prairie Dropseed"’ ,Parosmia "little 
SpireRussian Sage". 

A directional fence sign is currently installed on the fence. The sign is non 
illuminated. The sign directs visitors to continue to the garage door. The sign is 
also less than 9’ sq. ft. Gallina would like to keep this sign if approved by the 
UDC members. All other non-code compliant signs will be removed from the 
property. This includes signage on the fence (unless approved), panel on the 
stop sign pole, garage entry tenant sign. The stop sign will remain.  

The sign will help provide a solution to a unique parking situation. The signage is 
a high-end design and fits the property. Other properties on East Washington 
have ground signs like the one proposed, images have been included for review. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Allie Novitske – Sign Art Studio on behalf of Gallina Companies 



 
CDR Criteria:  
 

1. The Sign Plan shall create visual harmony between the signs, building(s), and 
building site through unique and exceptional use of materials, design, color, any 
lighting, and other design elements; and shall result in signs of appropriate scale 
and character to the uses and building(s) on the zoning lot as well as adjacent 
buildings, structures and uses.  
 

The proposed sign package creates visual harmony with existing signage on site. The design 

incorporates the orange color along with matching the font to the signage on site. This sign in 

particular takes design cues from the other Marling signage. It provides directional information 

in a fun way with the arrow element. The sign is illuminated internally as the other signs on the 

property.  

 

 

 

2. Each element of the Sign Plan shall be found to be necessary due to unique or 
unusual design aspects in the architecture or limitations in the building site or 
surrounding environment; except that when a request for an Additional Sign 
Code Approval under Sec. 31.043(3) is included in the Comprehensive Design 
Review, the sign(s) eligible for approval under Sec. 31.043(3) shall meet the 
applicable criteria of Sec. 31.043(3), except that sign approvals that come to 
Comprehensive Design Review from MXC and EC districts pursuant to 31.13(3) 
and (7) need not meet the criteria of this paragraph.  

 

The sign package fits cohesively with the unique design aspects of the building and landscaping 

on site. This property provides a unique opportunity for signage. The parking garage is setback 

135’ from the street and is also blocked by the building. It is at the end of the building on a one-

way street. At this point, traffic must turn to access the parking garage. This location was 

determined because it is visible from the street. With the closer proximity to the street the design 

incorporates a planter with the landscaping just like the rest of the street frontage.  

 

All non code compliant signs and panels will be removed from site. All other non-code compliant 

signs will be removed from the property. This includes signage on the fence (unless approved), 

stop sign pole, garage entry tenant sign. Any future requests for additional signage would require 

further CDR review and approval.  

 

 

3. The Sign Plan shall not violate any of the stated purposes described in Secs. 
31.02(1) and 33.24(2). 
 

The proposed sign plan does not violate these stated purposes. 

 

4. All signs must meet minimum construction requirements under Sec. 31.04(5). 
  

All signs meet and exceed the minimum construction requirements under Sec. 31.04(5) 

 

5. The Sign Plan shall not approve Advertising beyond the restrictions in Sec. 31.11 
or Off-Premise Directional Signs beyond the restrictions in Sec. 31.115.  
 

The sign plan does not include any advertising signs or off premise directional signs 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

6. The Sign Plan shall not be approved if any element of the plan:  
a. presents a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic on public or private 

property,  
b. obstructs views at points of ingress and egress of adjoining properties,  
c. obstructs or impedes the visibility of existing lawful signs on adjacent 

property, or  
d. negatively impacts the visual quality of public or private open space. 

  
The proposed sign plan complies with all items in this section. It is small enough to not obstruct 

any views and provides clear direction to traffic.   

 

 

7.  

The Sign Plan may only encompass signs on private property of the zoning lot or 

building site in question, and shall not approve any signs in the right of way or on 

public property.  

 

 All proposed signage is on private property. 

 
 



Parking Garage Entry

Proposed sign location



To: 1801 East Washington Madison Apartments, LLC, A Delaware Limited liability company a/k.a. 1801 East Washington
Madison Apartments LLC, First American Title Insurance Company, and Bank of Prairie du Sac, its successors and assigns

This is to certify that this map or plat and the survey on which it is based were made in accordance with the 2016 Minimum
Standard Detail Requirements for ALTA/NSPS Land Title Surveys, jointly established and adopted by ALTA and NSPS and
includes items 1, 2, 3, 4, 6(a), 7(a), 7(b)(1), 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 of Table A thereof.  The fieldwork was
completed on March 9, 2020.

Date of Plat or Map: March 11, 2020
Drafting Revision:  April 13, 2020

Eric R. Sturm
Professional Land Surveyor
Registration Number S-2309
eric.sturm@rasmith.com

( IN FEET )

GRAPHIC SCALE
0 60301515

SHEET OF

ALTA/NSPS LAND TITLE SURVEY

1 1

\\rasmith.com\brookfield\Survey\5166475\dwg\AS411D30.dwg \ 1801 E. Washington Ave.

SITE

Known as 1801 East Washington Avenue, in the City of Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin.

LOT ONE (1), CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP NO. 14479 RECORDED APRIL 05, 2017 IN VOLUME 99 OF CERTIFIED SURVEY MAPS, PAGES
270-275 AS DOCUMENT NO. 5316368, AND CORRECTED BY AFFIDAVIT OF CORRECTION RECORDED APRIL 18, 2017 AS
DOCUMENT NO. 5319049, BEING A COMPILATION OF PART OF LOTS 1, 7 THROUGH 8, 18 THROUGH 21, 28, AND ALL OF LOTS 2
THROUGH 6, AND 22 THROUGH 27, IN BLOCK 275, FARWELL'S REPLAT AND ADDITION, BEING A PART OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF
THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 6, THE NORTHWEST 1/4 AND NORTHEAST 1/4 OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 7 AND
GOVERNMENT LOT 2 OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 7 NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST, IN THE CITY OF MADISON, DANE COUNTY,
WISCONSIN.

Prepared for:    1801 EAST WASHINGTON MADISON APRTMENTS, LLC Survey No.166475-KAC

A. Basis of Bearings
Bearings are based on the South line of East Washington Avenue, which is assumed to bear North 45°58'04" East.

B. Title Commitment
This survey was prepared based on First American Title Insurance Company title policy number 3020-1000698, dated February 5, 2020,
which lists the following easements and/or restrictions from schedule B-II:

1-3. - Visible evidence shown, if any.

4-8, and 18-23. - Not survey related.

9. Rights and easements, if any, in and to any and all railroad switches, sidetracks, spur tracks and rights of way located upon or
appurtenant to the subject premises. - Affects site by location - General in nature, cannot be plotted.

10. Rights of the public in any portion of the subject premises lying below the ordinary high water mark of any creek, river, stream, pond,
lake or other public body of water. The policy will not insure the exact location of any portion of the land created by the gradual buildup
of the shore (accretion), or the lowering of the water level (reliction); the title to the land cut off by a change in course of the water body
(avulsion); or ownership of artificially filled land. - Affects site by location - General in nature, cannot be plotted.

11. Easements, dedications, reservations, provisions, relinquishments, recitals, certificates, and any other matters as provided for or
delineated on Certified Survey Map No. 14479, recorded April 05, 2017 in Volume 99 of Certified Survey Maps, Pages 270-275 as
Document No. 5316368, and Corrected by Affidavit of Correction recorded April 18, 2017 as Document No. 5319049 referenced in the
legal description contained herein. Reference is hereby made to said plat for particulars. - Affects site by location - Shown.

12. Model Ground Use Restriction Agreement recorded October 22, 1997, as Document No. 2900027 and re-recorded as December 3,
1997 as Document No. 2911960. - Affects site by location - General in nature, cannot be plotted.

13. Grant of Right-of-way to Madison Gas and Electric Company recorded November 8, 1995 as Document No. 2717361. - Does not
affect site by location - easement has been superceded by Document No. 5376547.

14. Declaration of Conditions, Covenants and Restrictions for Maintenance of Stormwater Management Measures Agreement upon the
terms, conditions and provisions contained therein:

Dated: May 02, 2017
Parties: 1801 East Washington Madison Apartments, LLC C/O M-M Properties, Inc.
Recorded: May 22, 2017
Instrument No.: 5327282

- Affects site by location - General in nature, cannot be plotted.

15. Declaration of Conditions and Covenants CSM Number 14479 City of Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin Agreement upon the terms,
conditions and provisions contained therein:

Dated: May 17, 2017
Parties: 1801 East Washington Madison Apartments, LLC
Recorded: June 01, 2017
Instrument No.: 5329727

- Affects site by location - General in nature, cannot be plotted.

16. Utility Easement to Madison Gas and Electric Company, a Wisconsin corporation, its successors, and assigns, dated August 17,
2017, recorded/filed December 06, 2017 as Document No. 5376547. - Affects site by location - Shown.

17. Nonexclusive Installation and Service Agreement upon the terms, conditions and provisions contained therein:
Dated: March 14, 2018
Parties: Time Warner Cable Enterprises LLC, a Delaware limited liability company and 1801 East Washington Madison 

Apartments, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company
Recorded: May 07, 2018
Instrument No.: 5407050

- Affects site by location - General in nature, cannot be plotted.

C. Parking Spaces
There are no regular and no handicapped parking spaces marked on this site. There are 304 regular and 7 handicap parking spaces
marked in the parking garage.

D. Municipal Zoning
A  Zoning Report was not provided

E. Flood Note
According to flood insurance rate map of the City of Madison, community panel number 55025C0428G, effective date of January 2,
2009, this site falls in zone X (areas determined to be outside the 0.2% annual chance floodplain).

F. Notes
There is no visible evidence of recent earth moving work, building construction or building additions observed in the process of
conducting the fieldwork.  Building and site improvements have been observed during the last 8 months.

There is no proposed changes in street right of way lines, if such information is made available to the surveyor by the controlling
jurisdiction observed in the process of conducting the fieldwork.

There is no evidence of recent street or sidewalk construction or repairs observed in the process of conducting the fieldwork.

There is no evidence of wetland flags on the site observed in the process of conducting the fieldwork.
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customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
makesignsnotwar.com

dRIVEWAY



Top View

Night View
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LDATE: 12/15/2022 CUSTOMER: GALLINA COMPANY - THE MARLING APARTMENTS - DIRECTIONAL  ADDRESS: 1825 E Washington Ave, Madison, WI 53704

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
makesignsnotwar.com
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COCOVAA CHOCOLATIER

O’SO BREWING CO

FIRST CHOICE DENTAL

leasing office

INNER FIRE YOGA

Rust Brown 3630-063 (B)

White acrylic

KEY NOTES:

FINISHES:

CALCULATIONS:

Digital print graphics Arrow Translucent
PMS 7479C (Returns & trim Paint to match, C)

MP Satin aluminum (D)

A - Existing Ground monument illuminated 
double face. Illuminated with White LED’s

B - Cabinet to be slide face / Acrylic to have 
vinyl graphics to match 3M Rust Brown 
3630-063 applied first surface. Paint to match 
MP Satin aluminum.

C - New Arrow Channel Cabinet to have Digital 
print applied to face to match PMS 7479C. 
Returns and trim cap also to match PMS 7479C.

D - Fabricated aluminum shroud paint to match 
Satin aluminum.

COCOVAA CHOCOLATIER

O’SO BREWING CO

FIRST CHOICE DENTAL

Leasing office

INNER FIRE YOGA

COCOVAA CHOCOLATIER

O’SO BREWING CO

FIRST CHOICE DENTAL

leasing office

INNER FIRE YOGA

B

B

C

D D

C

C

A
A

3'-5 1/2"

1'-6"

6"
3 3/4"

3'-9"

2'-1" 7"

3'-0"

3'-9"

5'-8 1/4"
Arrow

4'-2 1/4"
Arrow

4'-0"

4'-0"

6'-0"

6'-0"

6'-0"

Planter by others

B

2"

NET
Width: 3'-9"

Height: 3'-0"
Area: 11.25' sq

Total Net Area 23.90' sq
Total Gross Area 30.79' sq

Width: 2'-12"
Height: 3'-7"

Area: 10.75' sq

Width: 4'-4“
Height: 3'-7"

Area: 15'.53’ sq

Width: 2'-1"
Height: 2'-2"

Area: 4.51’ sq

Width: 2'-12"
Height: 3'-7 "

Area: 10.75' sq

Width: 3'-3"
Height: 7 "

Area: 1.90' sq

Lorem ipsum
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LDATE: 12/15/2022 CUSTOMER: GALLINA COMPANY - THE MARLING APARTMENTS - DIRECTIONAL  ADDRESS: 1825 E Washington Ave, Madison, WI 53704

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
makesignsnotwar.com

View A
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LDATE: 12/15/2022 CUSTOMER: GALLINA COMPANY - THE MARLING APARTMENTS - DIRECTIONAL  ADDRESS: 1825 E Washington Ave, Madison, WI 53704

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

View B



Views from East Washington 



Views from East Washington 



Views from East Washington 



1827 E Washington Avenue - The Marling 

Approx. 135’ Setback from East Washington

Parking Garage 

Existing Tenant Signs1-5

1

2
3

4
5

Proposed ground directional 

Driveway



Proposed Sign 



PARKING

FINISHES:

325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
makesignsnotwar.com WLN E

X
T

E
R

I
O

R
 

P
A

R
K

I
N

G
 

S
I

G
N

s

S H E E T

DATE: 9/20/2020 CUSTOMER: GALLINA CO. - THE MARLING APTS - EXTERIOR PARKING SIGNS  ADDRESS: 1825 E Washington Ave, Madison, WI 53704

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

A - 1/2” thick routed brushed  
aluminum individual letters & Arrow 
Stud mount to existing fence.

FINISHES:

CALCULATIONS:

Brushed aluminum

1 CT
9'-2 7/8"

1'
-3

"

1'
-3

"

7'-3" BETWEEN FENCE POSTS

6'-9 1/4"

A
A



The Marling Leasing O�ce 

O’SO Brewing Co. 

CocoVaa Chocolatier 

Inner Fire Yoga
First Choice Dental

1 2 3

4 5







Existing signage to be removed

At entry of garage 
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A= Largest planter

jme
Typewriter
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jme
Typewriter
RED: Relocate existing planters A, B and C to right and

left of entrance doors.  
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