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architecture
network, inc.

116 E. Dayton St.
Madison, W1 53703

608.251.7515
608.2561.7566 FAX

30 October 2008

City of Madison

Planning & Development
Inspection Unit

Building Board of Appeals

RE  PETITION FOR VARIANCE REQUEST, 16 LANGDON STREET

The proposed work at the above address, the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity house, is a
Level 3 Alteration. The three residential floors will be reconfigured, bathrooms added,
mechanical and electrical systems replaced, an elevator added, and a complete sprinkler
system installed.

The purpose of the Petition for Variance is to allow one of the existing exit stairs to
remain unenclosed at the first floor level.

1) Rule being petitioned reads as follows:

Comm 62.1020.1 Interior exit stairways and interior exit ramps shall be enclosed
with fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 706 or horizontal assemblies
constructed in accordance with Section 711, or both. Exit enclosures shall have a fire-
resistance rating of not less than 2 hours where connecting four stories or more and not
less than 1 hour where connecting less than four stories.

2) The rale being petitioned cannot be entirely satisfied because:
Enclosing stair at first floor would make exiting from first floor spaces more dangerous
because of existing configuration.

3) The following alternatives and supporting information are proposed as a
means of providing an equivalent degree of health, safety or welfare as addressed by
the rule:
* Draft curtains will be provided at first floor stair and entrance hall.
*  Closely spaced sprinkler heads will be provided at the first floor stair and entrance
hall.
* The building is classified as 11IB construction, because the roof and top floor
structure are combustible, however, the lower floors including the first floor are of
non-combustible construction.



* The building will be provided with an automatic fire sprinkler system in 2009,
years ahead of the January 1, 2014 deadline.

Therefore, we respectfully request a variance to allow the existing exit stair to remain
unenclosed at the first floor.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.

Arlan Kay, AIA
Architect
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Please complete and submit promptly to the Neighborhood Preservation & Inspection Division at the address
shown above.
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