
Note to Commission         10/27/09 
617-619 Mendota Court: 
 
Informational presentation and advisory opinion to Plan Commission for the demolition 
of two existing houses, and their replacement with an 8-story apartment building: 
 
The owner/developer has voluntarily come to the Landmarks Commission, as per the 
Commission’s request.  A report on the houses proposed for demolition, written by the 
former Preservation Planner, Kitty Rankin, is attached. Also attached, is an October 27, 
2008 e-mail from Ms Rankin stating that she did not object to their demolition. 
 
The site is located in the Langdon Street National Register District. As such, staff 
encourages the developers to consider having more modulated façades, and replace the 
EIFS material with a material that would be more appropriate within the Historic District. 
While staff does not expect that the building should look historic, it should use high-
quality materials that are befitting its location within a historic district. 
 
In addition, staff feel that it would be appropriate to take a few architectural cues 
including, window proportions, facade modulation, and base/middle/top building 
articulation from the adjacent apartment buildings on both Mendota Court and in the 
Historic District in general.  
 
These design considerations are also consistent with the general building design criteria 
that are found within Downtown Design Zone #3, in which this building resides. The 
City’s Design Zone criteria are also attached for informational purposes. 
 
625 Mendota Court:    616 Mendota Court:  

      
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Rebecca Cnare, 10/27/09   



617 and 619 Mendota Court: 
According to an e-mail dated Oct 27, 2008, Ms Katherine Rankin did not object to the demolition 
of these two houses, but she did pass along a previous analysis of the two houses.  Staff has 
attached both the e-mail and the write-up. 
 
617 Mendota Ct Madison, WI 53703 – Wood frame multi-family building 

 
 
619 Mendota Ct Madison, WI 53703 – Wood frame multi-family building 
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