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Summary 
 

Relevant Ordinance Section: 
28.185(7) Review for Historic Value. Every application for demolition or removal of a principal structure shall be reviewed 
by the Landmarks Commission, which shall provide input to the Building Inspection Division regarding the historic value 
of the property with the building or structure proposed for demolition or removal. 

(a) If the Landmarks Commission determines that the property with the proposed demolition or the structure 
 proposed for removal has no known historic value, the demolition or removal may be approved 
 administratively under sub. (8)(b) below, provided that at least one of the standards for administrative 
 approval have been met. 
(b) If the Landmarks Commission determines that the property with the proposed demolition or the structure 
 proposed for removal has historic value, then the Plan Commission shall approve the demolition or removal 
 under sub. (9) below, after considering input from the Landmarks Commission. 
(c) Nothing in this subsection eliminates the requirement in MGO Secs. 41.09(1)(c) and 41.12(3) that the 
 demolition of landmark structures or structures in historic districts must also be approved by the Landmarks 
 Commission through the issuance of a Certificate of Approval. 

 
41.28 HISTORIC VALUE ADVISORY RECOMMENDATION 

(1) Review for Historic Value. Following a review of MGO Sec. 28.185 applications for demolition by the 
Landmarks Commission and based upon application materials, and a report by the City’s Preservation 
Planner, and any public testimony, the Commission shall review MGO Sec. 28.185 applications for demolition 
and assign one of the following Categories to each principal building proposed for demolition: 

(a) Category A Demolitions: denotes that the Landmarks Commission finds that the building has historic 
value based on architectural significance, cultural significance, historic significance, as the 
work/product of an architect of note, its status as a contributing structure in a National Register 
Historic District, listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and/or as an intact or rare example 
of a certain architectural style or method of construction. 

(b) Category B Demolitions: denotes that the Landmarks Commission finds that the building has historic 
value related to the vernacular context of Madison’s built environment, cultural practices, or as the 
work/product of an architect of note, but the building itself is not historically, architecturally or 
culturally significant. 

(c) Category C Demolitions: denotes that the Landmarks Commission finds that the building has no 
known historic value. This category may also denote sites or properties that have historic value, and 
the significance will not be negatively impacted by the removal of the building itself. This category 
may also include sites or properties that have archaeological or other site findings of significance, but 
where removal of the building itself will have no impact. 

(2) Presence of Archaeology. When applicable, each finding shall also note the presence of an archaeological or 
burial site on the site of the building proposed for demolition. 

 
 

 

https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7796038&GUID=DBFE3DC0-1F3B-41ED-A3D2-F749CD413295&Options=ID|Text|Attachments|Other|&Search=91456
https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIVCH32--45_CH41HIPR_SUBCHAPTER_41CLA_41.09ALDELA
https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIVCH32--45_CH41HIPR_SUBCHAPTER_41DHIDI_41.12COALDESTHIDI
https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIICH20--31_CH28ZOCOOR_SUBCHAPTER_28LPR_28.185APDEPRBU


 
5555 Odana Road 
Commercial building constructed in 1990, per Assessor; 1976, per Building Inspection. 
 

  
Google Streetview  

  
Google Earth                                                                                            
 
Applicant: Nick Orthmann, Odana Apartments LLC c/o Bear Development LLC 
 
Applicant’s Comments: Bear is proposing to acquire and redevelop 5555 Odana Road and 5534 Medical Circle into a 
mixed used development. The development will include two mixed-use buildings, one five-story and one six-story, 
containing a total of 227-dwelling units, and approximately 7,745 square feet of commercial space. The existing, 
commercial buildings and site improvements will be demolished as part of the project, and we anticipated starting 
construction in July 2026. 5555 Odana Road is approximately 1.80-acres, and 5534 Medical Circle is approximately 
0.58 acres totaling 2.38 acres for the development site. The site has frontage on Odana Road and Medical Circle. 
 
Staff Findings: There is no preservation file and State site file for this building complex. While the Assessor information 
says that this was constructed in 1990, the first building permit for this property was in 1976, which matches the 
architectural character of the building complex. Originally this was constructed for the Madison Court Club as a fitness 
center, which contained 8 racquetball courts. L.R. Anderson, Inc, was the architect and Vogel Brothers constructed the 
building for O. Nordness, Jr. The building has continued to serve as a fitness center, with additions over time. The building 
is not historically or architecturally significant. There is no previously identified archaeology on this site. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends a finding of (c) no known historic value. 


