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ORD AMEND NO. éh) 2008-2009

AMENDING CHAPTER 47 OF THE DANE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES
REGULAT[NG_DANGEBOUS ANIMALS

The Counfy Board of Supervisors of the Ceunty of Dane does ordain as follows:

ARTICLE 1. Unless otherwise expressly stated herein, all references to section
and chapter numbers are to those of the Dane County Code of Ordinances

ART!CLE 2 Sectlon 47 18i is rescmded and recreated to read as follows

Promises:
147,18 DANGEROUS AKIMALS REGULATED. (1) Purpose and intent. Itis |

hereby declared that requlation of dar;c;erous animals is a matter of public |
interest pertaining to the health, safety and welfare of residents of Dane Couniy.
it is further declared that owning. keepznd or harboring of dangerous ammais is a

public nuisance.

1€2Y Authority. This erd nance is er;acted under ihe auihorrtv of sectten 58.03 of |

the Wisconsin Statutes.
{3 Apﬁlrcebrifty This ordinance shaﬂ apply in the unrncorpora‘red areas of

Dane County. .
{4) Defmrr:ons. For burposes .of this section. th’e- feiiowmd de;’in’tiens shall

apply:
(a)  Department means De;’:}aﬁmeni of Public Health for Madrson and Dane

County.

{b)_Director means the dzrector of the department. o _

(¢} Impoundment means the confinement of an animal in a deparment-
approved, supervised facility such as a velerinarian's kennel cemmercsaﬂv
operated kennel or the county pound desianated under . 47.31.

(d} Owner means the owner, custodran or person having charqe carg or
custody of an animal.

(e} Permit includes the omerwrse unredulaied right to kee;} an ammai not
covered by a requirement for a municipal license or permit.

(8} _Impoundment of biting or attacking animal. - (a) The deear%ment or_an
officer shall have the power to suminarily and immediately impound an animat
whenever there are reasonable grounds pursuant to sub. (6} to believe that the
animal is a dangerous animal. _The animal may remain impounded during the
entire_determination process. i the animal is determined 1o be dangerous, it
shall remain impounded until the owner has complied with all restrictions outlinad
by the department and found in sub. (7} or until such time as the depariment
determines that the animal may be safely returned to the gwner. Any law
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enforcement officer or humane officer may enter ahd'inspec% private property o

enforce the provisions of this section. The owner of the animal shall be liable 1o
the County for the costs and expenses of impounding and keeping said animal.
unless the department fails to declare the animal dangerous or the department
determination is uitlmatelv overtumed bv administrative review or a reviewing
court,

(b) _Inlieu of impoundment, if there was no. tearinq of flesh or muftiple wounds
by the animal and the animal is currently immunized against rabies, or if the

{animal species is at low risk for fransmitling this or other diseases, the

department may permit_the animal to be confined at the owner's residence
provided that the owner complies with conditions set forth by the department.
{c) __The owner or custodian of an animal confined under sub. (b) above shall

limmediately notify the deparment if said animal is loose. unconfined. has

attacked or bitten or injured another animal or has atfacked. bitten or injured a
human being, or has died. The animal shall not be sold or czlven away during the
impoundment period. :

{6)  Determination. The department shall mvesﬁqa‘ge s;tuat:oﬂs in wh:c:h there
are reasonable grounds 1o believe an-animal is dangerous. Reasonable qrounc%s :
to believe an animal is dangerous are that the animai:

{a) - has attacked. bitten or iniured another dom@st cated animal or human

being engaaged in a lawful activity: -
(b) . has without provocation and off the Dropeﬁv of s owner, chased,

1eenfronted or aporoached a person in a menacina fashion such as woufd oLt an

average person irfear of aitack: _
{c} - has been irained for fighting or attack and is bem handled. kept or

maintained in @ manner that poses a threat o public heaith and safety: or

~|{d)_____has acted in any manner that poses a threat to public health and safety.

{7} Declaration of dangerous animal._The department, after considering
appropriate evidence, may declare any animal to be a dangerous znimal. The
department shall make a reasonable attempt to personally notify the owner of the
pendency of the department’s investigation and shall notify the owner in writing of
its determination. Mailing a copy of the determination io the owner's last known
address and posting in accordance with approved department policy shai! satisfy
this notice reguirement.

(8) __Dangerous animal disposition. {a)  shall be unlawful for any person to _
own, possess, harbor or keep any animal declared by the department o ba.
dangerous, except as allowed in (b) below.

{b) _ Anv animal declared by the department tc be a dangerous animal shall be
humanely destroved, removed from the County or placed under resirictions as
set forth in this sub. (9) and in depariment policies. The director shall issue an
order authorizing the destruction. removal or restriction of the animal within two
{(2) days after the time for appeal as provided in sub. {11} has ;)assed without

notice of appeal being filed.

{c}  Any animal declared by the department 1o be dangerous. if not aireadv
impounded by the department, shall be immediately surrendered io the
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department upon order of the director, and it is the duty of the department to take
lup and impound any such animal.

(9) _ Dangerous animal reslrictions. Any owner of an animal that has been
declared da’nqer'ous and placed under restrictions must comply with the
restrictions set forth below as well as any additional restrictions imposed by the

‘department. The owner must provide documentation to the depariment of

compliance with these restrictions. Said documentation must be provi ided within
thirty (30} days of the animal being declared dangerous. _
{8} The owner of the animal must provide written proof from a hcensed

veterinarian that the animal has been spaved or neutered.

{b) The owner must provide wiitten proof from a licensed veterinarian that a
microchip _has been placed in the animal so that the animal can be easily
identified. The microchip must contain the following’ informatl on

1. the name of the animal, :

2. __the name of the owner, and . _ _

3. the following language "Dangerous Animal. coniact Madison - Dane
County Animal Control at (608) 267-1989,

1{e} . The owner must provide writen proof from a Izcensed vetermanan tha% the

animal is current with rabies vaccinations.

{d)  The animal must be in compliance will ali hcense reqmrements _
{e) . The owner must post signs 1o smaller than sight (8) inches by eleven {11}
inci'zes; made of metal or plastic, bearing the wording "Warning Dangerous

Animal" or "Beware of Doq”. no smaller than three (3).inches high. Thase sians

shall be posted ai gach entrance to the building in which the dangerous animal is -
kept and at each entrance through a fence and at such location as to be viewable
from the public right-of-way to ensure adeguate warning and vrs;b lity 1o anveone:
approaching said building and fence. '
(f) - When outside but still on the property of the OWIEer or cazfetaker ’fhe
dangerous animal must be superised by a competent adult and physically

restrained. at alf fimes to prevent the animal from leaving the property. i the

department determines that the animal may be kept in a secure kennel or pen.
hereinafter referred to as "structure”, and not under the direct supervision of an
adult, the depariment may require that the structure be consiructed under some
or all of the following guidelines:

1. the structure shall be constructed of stronq metaf fencmq i8] prevemt the

animal from exiting on its own volition;

2, the structure shall be secure on all sides and have a secure fop aftached;

3. _the siructure shall have a secure botiom or floor attached o the sides of '

the structure or the sides of the struc%ure shaﬂ be smbedded in the ground no -

less than two (2) feet: '

4. the strycture shal! be kept k}cked al ali times w:th a kev or combmatio

fock;

5. the siructure shail provide adeguate light, ventilation and ssefter from the

environment for the animal:

8. the structure shall be mamtamed na ciean am:i sam’sary corzd;txon and
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7. the structure must be in compliance wath aii other building and zoning

ordinances.

{{g)  While off the owner’s property. the dangerous animal shall be muzzled

and leashed at all imes. The muzzle must be made in a manner that will hot .
cause iniury 1o the animal but that will prevent it from biting any person or animal,
The leash shall be: attached 1o a secure collar that is of sufficient strenath to
restrain the animal. The leash shall be no loriger than four (4) fest in length and
must be secured by and ur&der the dsrec‘r control and supervision of a competent (-

aduit, :
{h})  The owner shall allow ihe desartmenfi 0 take four (4) photoqra;}hs '

{ depicting the animal and owner as cutlined below:

1. one (1) photograph showing a close vzew of the animal's entn’e face 30

that the animal is recognizable:
2. _one (1} photograph showing the ammals emlre Eeﬁ side of ifs body.

including its legs and tail;
3. one (1} photograph showing the aﬂxmals eﬁtsre right side. of its body,

including its tegs and tail; and
4. one (1) photoaranh showing the owner, so that %he owner is easilv

1identifiable,

(Y. Priortoa danaerous animal being sold.or diven away. the current owner
must provide the name. address and telephone number of the proposed new

owner to_the department.” Prior to taking physical custody of the dangerous |

animal, the new owner must comply with all requiremenis of this ordinance and
any other restriction the depaz’tmeni de’iermmes o be abmmgﬂate to ensure the
public's safety.

{H To ensure compi ance with this ordinance, the owner or carctaker of a'
dangerous animal shall allow the deparment, on an annual basis and at any
other reasonable lime determined by the department. the opportunity to msgect

the property where the dangerous animal is Kept.

(10)  Subseguent delerminalion and penafty. (g} Tha der:;artmeni may-make_a
new determination if an owner fails 1o comply with the terms. condiions or

restrictions imposed by sub. (8)(b).
{b) The failure of any person to comply with any term. condition or resiriction

{imposed by the depariment is a violation of this ordinance.

(11} _Administrative review. (a) The owner or any person aggri eved by a
determination of the department declaring any .animal to be a dangerous animal |
may appeal such determination to the Board of Heaith for Madison and Dane
County by filing a notice of appeal stating the grounds therefor with the director

| within seven (7} davs of the date of mailing of the depariment’s declaration under:

sub. (7) above. Board review pursuant to this procedure is required prior io.
seeking court review. Failure {o so obtain board review shall be deemed a full
and complete waiver of the right 1o any additional review of the datermination.
(b}, If an appeat is timely and properly filed, the board shalf schedule a hearing
on whether to affirm. conditionally affirm or reiect the determination within thirty-
two (32) days, but not sooner than five (5) days.-and shall make reasonable
efforts to notify the owner. bite or attack viclims and their representatives, if any.
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withesses and other interested parties of such hearing and the opporiunity to

present_gvidence and_testimony to the board. The hoard shall, within a

reasanable period of time after the hearing, issue its decision in writing and serve
a copy of the same by first class mail upon the owner and ail parties requesting

the same. _
{12} Appeals to circuit court. Any person aggrieved by a determination of the

Board of Health under sub. {11) may appeal such determination to the circu
court by writ of certiorari within ten {H}) days of no%zfscanon of the boards
determination.

{13} __Prosecution. An investigation or dete?mma\: jon under this section sha%l not
prohibit - the county from prosecuting the same owner for other animal control
violations relating io the same animal or another animal.

{14} Violation. The failure or neglect of any person o comply wsih any iawfu§
order of the depariment issued Dursuant to this section shall constitute a violation

of this ordmaﬂce

ARTICLE 3. -Section 47.51(10) is repealed and recreated to read as follows:
{10} Any person who violates sec. 47.18 shall be subiect 10-g forfeiture of not
iess than ﬁftv dollars ($50) nor more than five hundred dollars {$5€){)} '

[EXPLANATION: This amendment authonzes the Health Depan‘mem‘ fo regu!are
dangerous animals and creates a procedure for enforcement of such regulation.]
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