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February 17, 2025 

 

 

Jessica Vaughn; Urban Design Commission Secretary 

Madison Municipal Building, Suite 017 

215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 

P.O. Box 2985 

Madison, Wisconsin 53701-2985 

 

Re: Letter of Intent 

922-930 N Fair Oaks Ave & 3361-3375 E Washington Ave – UDC Informational 
KBA Project #2439 

 

Ms. Jessica Vaughn, 

 

The following is submitted together with the plans and application for the Urban Design Commission’s 

Informational Review and consideration: 

Project Description: 

We are pleased to present our proposal for the redevelopment of the properties located at 922-930 N Fair 

Oaks and 3361-3375 E Washington Ave. Situated on the south side of the intersection of E Washington Ave 

and N Fair Oaks, the proposed development will feature a 5-story mixed-use building comprising 153 

multifamily units and 142 vehicle parking stalls. 

This project will provide affordable housing units for the benefit of the neighborhood and City.  It is located 

within Urban Design District No. 5. The properties at 922 and 926 N Fair Oaks are currently undergoing a 

rezoning process to Commercial Corridor – Transitional (CC-T) district, in preparation for this redevelopment. 

The rezoning is scheduled for discussion at the Plan Commission Meeting on March 3rd. The remaining 

properties are already zoned as CC-T. 

 

The architectural design of the proposed building integrates recessed balconies and a balanced arrangement of 

materials, enhancing the character of the evolving East Washington Avenue corridor. The design features both 

vertical and horizontal articulation and includes brightly colored vertical accent elements that wrap around the 

building. A distinctive corner of the building is highlighted with a two-story glass retail space, complemented 

by color-accented panels on the upper stories. Additionally, the corner retail area will feature outdoor seating 

within a landscaped patio, creating a pedestrian-friendly environment. 

 

Conformance with UDD No. 5 Requirements 

This preliminary design addresses the following Urban Design District 5 criteria: 

• The terrace along East Washington Avenue and Fair Oaks will be added or expanded to a minimum 

of 8’ in depth to allow for street tree plantings to occur in coordination with City Forestry 

guidelines.   

• Off-street parking is located at the rear of the building with a dedicated drop-off location for 

residents, limited surface parking for guests and residents, and underground garage parking for 

resident use.  Surface parking will be complemented by tree islands with a privacy fence along the 

rear lot lines adjacent to neighboring properties. 



 

• Building signage will be integrated into the architecture of the building.  Site and wayfinding 

signage will be integrated into the landscape plan.  All signage will conform to Madison General 

Sign Ordinances.   

• The building design incorporates high-durability composite materials with a masonry-clad ground 

level.  The balance of materials remains consistent around all sides of the building.   

• Accent colors are included via a rhythm of vertical, angled window bay elements as well as brightly 

colored composite panel sections at the ends and center of the building faces, visually dividing the 

building façade into smaller sections. 

• The building scale corresponds to the urban character of East Washington Ave, providing a strong 

presence on a busy intersection adjacent to the newly-constructed mixed-use project across the 

street.  The massing steps down at the end of the Fair Oaks wing of the building to reduce its scale 

as it faces the residential neighborhood to the South. 

• A pedestrian-oriented retail space is sited prominently on the corner of East Washington Ave and 

Fair Oaks Ave, providing an attractive, glass storefront space with outdoor seating for the use of 

patrons. 

• Exterior lighting will be designed with full cut-off fixtures, complying with all Madison Ordinances.  

Building lighting will be anti-glare in nature, providing localized lighting for residents’ balconies and 

outdoor recreation areas.   

• Landscaping will be designed with a variety of hardy, colorful species, providing visual interest, 

shading, and privacy screening.   

 

We look forward to collaborating with you on this project and welcome your feedback on these initial design 

concepts. 

Thank you for considering our proposal. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kevin Burow, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP 

Managing Member 
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