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September 29, 2023 Project: 02225 
 
 
Landmarks Commission 
City of Madison Department of Planning & Community & Economic Development 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
Madison, WI 53701 

RE: Letter of Intent – Triangle Fraternity, 144 & 148 Breese Terrace 
 
Dear Plan Commission Members: 
 
Wisconsin Triangle Fraternity’s/Wisconsin Triangle Building Corporation’s is proposing to 
renovation the two owned adjacent homes (144 and 148 Breese Terrace).  The homes are currently 
connected by a common lower level recreation area/basement. The engineering and scientist 
fraternity has occupied these two houses for over 45 years. 
 
The houses are located across the street from the Engineering Campus; the membership is composed 
of engineers and scientists making it ideal for UW student housing.  Our goal is to provide up to date 
reasonable cost housing and take advantage of our prized location.  Triangle currently has over 50 
members so there is an ongoing demand for student housing within our organization. 
 
The proposed attached drawings show the interior renovation of both houses which will increase the 
number of student bedrooms from 18 to 27.  The renovation will also include two building additions 
to the rear of each house and also provide a first floor connection link of the two houses. The first 
floor connecting link will provide accessible access to new accessible bedrooms and bathroom. The 
148 Breese Terrace house will have the rear fire escape removed and replaced with a fire rated 
enclosed stairway addition. A vertical platform lift will also be installed in 148 Breese Terrace house 
to provide handicap access to lower level common areas. The 144 Breese Terrace house will add a 
rear fire rated enclosed stair that will also add three additional bedrooms. The basement in 144 
Breese Terrace house will have the basement walls underpinned and the basement slab lowered to 
provide the required headroom for the spaces remodeled on that lower level.  
 
The renovation will provide a front of the building accessible entrance by providing a new exterior 
ramp, and a new accessible entrance door off of a new first floor terrace. The existing parking lot will 
also be brought up to current city parking and landscaping standards. Additional indoor secure bike 
parking will be provided. 
 
This proposal includes exterior historical improvement to both houses.  
 
The 144 Breese Terrace house has had all of the original wood siding removed and replaced with 
vinyl siding over 1/2 inch of rigid insulation. All of the wood windows have been replaced with vinyl 
insert replacement windows, or removed completely and sided over. The front and rear entry doors 
were also replaced with steel doors. The proposal is to replace the siding and trim with new fiber 
cement. I am in the process of reaching out to the fraternity alumni for historic pictures of the house 
to verify the siding and trim sizes. 
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The 148 Breese Terrace house will mostly remain unchanged on the exterior other than where the 
stair addition and the changes to the rear of the house happen. If funds are available in the 
construction budget the plan will be to replace the existing aluminum siding on the front and side of 
the house with fiber cement siding, and the existing windows that currently all have been replaced 
with window inserts, be replaced with new metal clad wood windows. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing this proposal. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
David Ferch ALA 
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