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Presenter
Presentation Notes

As you may recall, in the summer of 2019 the Parks Division considered changing the current policies regarding dogs in parks. The policy change allowed licensed dogs on leash in most of the parks, with restrictions on conservation parks and in specific areas of parks. And it provided that the Parks Board could deem any general park “dog free” or “dog friendly” 



Summary of the On Leash Policy History

Oct 2019 – BPC adopted the new dogs on leash policy for Madison 
Parks (Leg File 57578)
Feb 2020 – BPC reviewed the policy implementation ideas that 
Parks staff had developed (Leg File 59475)
March 2021 – Madison Parks staff developed a process for the 
public to request a change to the dog status of any park.
May 2021 – Madison Parks request process went “on-line”
November 2021 – First BPC review of all Dec 2020 to Nov 2021 
requests
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Presentation Notes
This slide provides some background as to how we got to where we are today. After the policy and ordinance change was adopted and implemented, Parks staff began to receive questions and requests as to how the dog status for a particular park could be changed. Parks staff met as a team and developed a system for these requests to be gathered over time and reviewed once per year by the Parks Board.

Madison Parks developed and posted an on line form for residents to file requests regarding the status of an individual park. They may ask for a dog free park to be dog friendly or a dog friendly park to be deemed dog free. And in November of each year, the BPC will consider the requests. Tonight we will review the current batch of requests.



Dog Free Locations in Madison Park System
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A bit more background. As you recall, to implement the new policy, BPC adopted a list of dog free and dog friendly parks. Staff then posted this sign in all of the “dog free” parks. In addition, in dog friendly parks, the rules signs stating that dogs are not allowed (due to the old ordinance) were updated using a a sticker stating that dogs ARE now allowed.



Proposed Dog-Free Locations in Madison Park System
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This map shows the 35 dog free parks as of Oct 2020. These are in addition to the conservation parks, and the golf courses (during golf season). These parks were selected because they are very close to an off-leash dog park, they are next to a conservation park, or they are very small and only feature a playground or a beach (areas where dogs are prohibited.) Staff also sought to provide a broad geographical distribution so most residents are within one mile of a dog free park.




Requests for Changes to Dog Status in Madison Park System
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As I mentioned a few minutes ago, Parks provided an on-line form by which one can make a request to change the dog status of a particular park. In your BPC packet you received a three page spreadsheet of all of the emails and comments received from staff and from the public. To make things a bit easier we have mapped the requests.



Dog Free Locations in Madison Park System
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This map represents the requests made during the past year. In all there were 16 parks that received a request for a change. The Blue Flag indicates that the park is currently dog free and at least one request was received to make it dog friendly. The yellow flag means that the park is currently dog friendly and a request was made to make it dog free. The request may have come from a resident or a parks staff member. 

I will tell you that we received many emails and other communications regarding Glenway Woods and Forest Hill Cemetery. We are not addressing those requests tonight as we have a larger planning effort planned for those properties in the coming year and will address this issue as well as others at that time.




Staff Recommendations for Changes to Status Nov 2021
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This table provides the staff recommendations for each of the 16 requests made. Out of the 16, we made 8 changes and of those 5 changed a previously dog free park to a dog friendly park and 3 previously dog friendly parks to dog free park. As you can see we recommend no change to Warner Park, Brentwood, Eken, Hudson, or Waltham Parks. We recommend that Heritage Heights, Acewood, Sandstone, Raymond Ridge and Hillpoint Park become dog friendly. And, that Haen Family Park, Quarry Grove, and Kingston Onyx become dog Free. 

. 



Dog Free Locations in Madison Park System
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This map graphically depicts the changes we are recommending and the service area coverage we are providing with these recommendations. We feel this maintains the balance we are hoping to achieve. 

I would be happy to go into details on any of these recommendations at this time. 
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