July 18, 2009

Board of Public Works
215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard
Madison, WI 53701

RE: Notice of Violation of Madison General Ordinance Section 10.31
Dear Members of the Board of Public Works,

We recently received a Notice of Violation regarding removal of trees and placement of a
tree swing in the alley behind our lot at 1425 Chandler St. The swing will be removed,
per the city’s request, within 30 days unless 1 am able to obtain approval before that time,

However, I would certainly like to appeal this Notice of Violation. The information you
received about removal of city trees and shrubs is completely inaccurate. We were
careful to remove no trees and trim no shrubs located on the city’s land. In fact, there are
several dead trees and limbs we plan to contact the city about. We did, however, pull
very large weeds and cut down small stumps from the city area. We felt this would be
permissible and necessary before hanging the swing, as we feared a child may be injured
if they landed on a stump.

We are well aware of our lot limits and that the city owns the right-of-way behind our lot,
as we purchased this property and constructed our home only 2 years ago. This lot had
not been cared for in decades, and the entire lot was surrounded by invasive honeysuckle
and buckthorn, especially the back end of our lot. We had two separate experts come to
evaluate and advise us on the appropriate actions to improve the health of this back area
before we began any work. Since then, we have spent hours removing these extremely
invasive and damaging plants, pulling weeds, mulching and planting appropriate shade
shrubs and perennials. We feel these will benefit our space as well as the desirable trees
in the city’s right-of-way.

I understand that some mulch and a handful of perennial plants are indeed on the edge of
the right-of-way. I was under the impression that this area was similar to a front terrace,
where the city has ownership while the homeowner helps to maintain and improve it.
Perhaps a right-of-way is different; I apologize for this mistake and appreciate the city
allowing me to leave the plantings there, All surrounding neighbors we have spoken
with, other than the hostile one who contacted you, are happy to finally see improvements
and maintenance, and have absolutely no problem with the tree swing (please see
enclosure with signatures).

In regard to the tree swing, we hope you will agree to give us approval to keep it where it
is. We personally spoke with the neighbor who owns the tree before we placed the
swing, and he gave us his permission with a smile. We were also planning to place a sign
near the swing that reads: Please swing at your own risk. And, of course, we plan to
maintain the swing ourselves.




We apologize for not obtaining city permission prior to placing the tree swing. We did
not realize it was necessary to involve the city. Hopefully we can obtain approval at this
time and turn this into a situation from which everyone benefits.

Thank you for your consideration,

g Q{;MS&RMW */}t‘ f iij od V4 /f/y
Jim and Dana Evans Allison Evans (6 years old)
1425 Chandler St.

Madison, WI 53711

(608) 280-8095

Cc: Heidi J. Fischer, Real Estate Agent III, Community and Economic Development
Unit, Department of Planning and Development (w/enclosure)

Christy Bachmann, P.E., City of Madison Engineering Division (w/enclosure)



July 2009

Neighbors bordering the alley who support the placement of a tree swing in the alley’s
wooded area behind 1425 Chandler St.
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