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back on being

‘a human urinal’

Program helps
women who have
been prostitutes
change their lives,

By SANDY CULLEN
scullen@madison.com
: 6083252-6‘]37

Women whio have sold sex for
drugs describe prostitution as
wound” from ‘which they need
to heal — }usf; as they need to
heal from thé gexual and physi-
cal abuse and other traumas that
preceded their atldictions.

“Noone wants todo'it” said a
37-year-old wornan, who began
prostituting onWestBadger Road
afew years ago after she became
addicted to crack, She likened
prostitution to the'act of cutting
aneself. “Its a coping mechanism
for some,” she said, adding, “It
hurts every woman who does it.”

“There’s something that - hap-
pened before the drug use,” said
Jan Miyagald, director of ARC

Community Service’s Project-

Respect, which heIps women in-

volved in prostitution to change.

their Hves.

Fourwomennquorhngmﬂl
Project Respect a.nd ather treat-
ment programs ; agreed to talk
about their experiences. They
asked nptto be named to protect
their privacy as they try to over-
come the stiging associated with
prostitution. |

“You stigmatize yourself)” said
a 39-year-old woman. She said
prostituting made her feel like
"a hurnan uringl” But, she said,
Project Respect "lets us know'that
we are somebody. We're rot just
prostitutes. We're not just crack-
heads, It helps us change the way
we think of ourselves.” She de-
sctibed Project Respect as a “safe
place” whete women cdn share

. experiences that are otherwise
" unspeakable — “to talk about "

and "to letit go,” -

All of the ‘worden said they
were sexually abused, most as
childven. One of them, 52, said

To get help

Project Respect provides counseling,
crisis intervention and other support
services for women who have been
involved in prostitution or have been
sexuaily exploited. Contact  Project
Respect at 283-6435,

she probably started prostituting
at age 7, while her mother was
caught up in diinking and gam-
bling and a neighbor in Chicago

would give her candy and nice

clothes for sitting on his lap.

Others described years of sex- |

ual abuse by their brothers and
husbands, “I hated sex,” said
the 39-year-old woman, who
found that smoking crack was
the only thing that made her
feel sexually aroused, But her
addiction cost her almost ev-
erything. “I went from having a
lot of money to having nothing,”
she said. “T went from over 500
pairs of shoes to not-one outfit.”
After she began prostituting, she
said, "My self-esteem was dirt.”
Like others; she said she came to
Project Respect because “T don't
want to-die.”

Some women find thefr way to
the program after being arrested

for prostitution, By attending the
program, they could have their

fines waived and keep the charg-
es off their records. Others hear
about the program and Miyasaki
through word 6f mouth.

“Once you get marked with a
stigrma its hard to change,” said
Miyasaki, who has been helping
women involved in prostitution
10 overcome such barriers for 14
vears. “Theyre an ingpiration,”
she said, “Their desire to change
is't always going to be known
to people who see them on the
streets. They really are people
who want to live different lives.”

“T dont't know what it will be,
but it will be something produc-
tive,” the 37-year-bld said of her
future. *I'm not sure where it will
go, I'm ldnd of excited about that.
I don'twant to give miyself to any-
body anymore. I want to work for
aliving and chop letruce.”

IR




MADISON, WIS

'DECEMBER 2, 2007

.

JOHN MANIAC) - State o

Madiscn poli:é arrest a man during a prostitution sting in the West Badger Read neighborhood, where they are comhihin§ enforcement with educationand

trackof
‘theoffers .
received by
two undesr
.cover officers
posing as
prostitutes.

Explosion of Hlegal activity
along one section of Badger Road
prompts-a sting operation.
" ithout even seeing her face; neighborhodd officer
Susan Kranse recogpizes-the woman in a shapeless
¥ coat walking ahead of her soon after nightfall on.
West Badger Road where drug-addicted prostitutes’trade sex

for crackot heroin, ormohey to pay for their next fix.

o . Krause calls out the.name of

— like other prostitutes arrested
in this South- Side neighbor-
hood bordering the Beltline
‘between South Park Street and
Pish Hatchery Road — is barred
frcim ¢he area as.a condition of
her bail. ) )
Theweitan stops, then slowly

fuins to face Kraiise and Officer

: sads’  Tempnd Droessler, who could ar-

| lomneNAq-Satejoaned ot heron thespot. :
165 epifshieis OK, then veminds her abouta

e, ¢ ghoKed-ip“and:sent fo a vecent gathering
— alonigwith help to:gétoff drugs and away from the sizedt.”
_ “And we dort went fo-See you-out here again torfight,” adds
Droessler. o : . )
The dropsin’ program, nm by ARC Community Sexvices' Re-
spect Projecton Prostitution; is part of a wide-reaching effort to

the -37-year-old woman, who |

lites can geta hot meal—like-

outreach in an effort to change the hehaviors of hoth the prostitutes who fretjuent the drea and the johis who patronize them,

: - STEVEAPPS-Siote
hefghborhood'officer Susan Krause puts up stgris symbolically waming

.“rio sex for money” near West Badger Road and-Cypress Way the day

befare a prostitution sting netted 14 armests; most of them alfeged johy

" confront the prostitution that police sdy exploded last summr

near Badger Ropd and Cypress Way, just around the comer fic
the South Police District headguarters, . ‘

“L jsutenants were being solicifed, the captain,” Droessler sai¢
" Onie man was picking tp prostitutes in-a van emblazoned w.
the name of the Sointh Side construction -company ‘where
whorked, said Krause, who spoke ta the comparny président repe:
edly before the emnployee stopped showing up in the van. Hew

 Please see-ﬁROSﬂ'_ﬂjT!Oﬂ,'PageA&

. Projecthespecihelps women break cyde of prostititio, drug addiction.
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Had heen at bar

Juan Carlos Rojas Torrijos, 27, of Mid-
dleton, told Aguila he heard about the
risk of STDs on the La Movida program.
He said he had been on his way'to a
drugstore to get medicine for his preg-
nant ghlfriend — which the girlfriend
confirmed to police ~— when he offered
an uridercoverofficer $15 for sex.

Tirn L. Peterson, 60, of Monena, who
has a 2005 prostitution conviction; told
police he had been &t the nearby Pitch-
er's Pub and was trying to find a buddy
who Hves in e neighborhood when
he ericountered’ an undercover officer

and “just wanted to.go somewhgre and

party.”

We mlght buy that if yc‘?u didn't circle
the ‘block six or seven es," Officer
Chris Kohinsky said, - -

» Under a.city ordinance police cari ar- _
.rést somegiie for just fepestedly driving,

through 4 known area bl prostitution,
as they did with Arturg’ ﬂjalobos Solo-

* Tioy 7. whom \:l'leyobserveﬁ circling the .
. neighborhood. numerous- times. q)ver'
‘.geverat hotws,

. 3
- “Pm surprised: you dou‘thaire the dpgs

énd helicopters,” said PhillipT. Thontas,

18, who was anested alongwith aj 16‘
year-old companion. around 12:30 &

Thomas teld police the two, thou t it
would be funny to drive up to a me—

titute and ask what a spemﬁc
would cost.

Krause, who knows Thoinas’ -
cer

from hef worlas a neighborhood
told him, “T think T could see yo orm
shaking herhead now”

“You know what my mom te}x us?”

he replied in a. good -natured )arter.

“She gonna have you all'ovel for a
barbecue

Abused as children

Similarly, Krause has “a prety good
relationship” with the neigiperhood

- prostitutes she knows by nameznd who

knowher as “Officer Sue.” i

“Some of these women hwe been
workmg for decades,” Krause $aid, pdd-
ing that most were sextatly abustd as
children and many hiave children fos-
ter care. Others are pregnant. , |

One woman “appeared to be soh ting
w1th a 2-year-old on her hip,” Drogsler

. said. Angther was six months pregiant

when she was arrested, b
" “We're trying to pull them up,” Krjuse
gaid, adding that through Project
spect, the wornen can get into freatngnt,
find housing and get jobs, "Were.
to knit togetber that safety et 1
So far, Krause said, the effort/!
mhade a litfle dent.” Among her wipess
stories is a mother who was usinggitugs
and was: “in bad shape” before §
help and stopped prostitutiog. " |.
Now, Krause-said, “Every time ner,
sister sees me, she hugs me. Fo h
worked” ' o

The' same womam

Butfarmanyoﬂlers, Lthasn’t-—atl st
notyét. During the last wave ofthestng,

Officer Lori' Chalecki radiped o otier -

officers: “T've got. oue of the redl oles

{prostitites) werking. I need somede .
to come out, here and tel] her . 1o s[ay .

away” -
Then Chalecki recogmzed the wom

as Therese N, Jackson, who had beenlr-

resied a few days earfier for violating fer

bail by being in the area. Trwas the sahe

woman Kratisehad encountered ol
sidewalk the week before. .
- As Krause frisked her before -ari

officer tookher tojail, Jackson, whojvdre
only a bra under her winter-coat, gked,
“Why do.guys keep {expletive) wifi me? -

All these people dut herg -~ why you
keep (expletlve] with me?" !

] Rl




