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May 11, 2015 Project: 01420 
 
 
Urban Design Commission 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
Madison, WI 53701 
 

RE: Letter of Intent – Assumption Greek Orthodox Church Building Addition 
 
 
Dear Plan Commission Members: 
 
History 
On May 15, 2006 the Hellenic Orthodox Community of Madison Wisconsin, a Wisconsin non-
stock corporation (aka Assumption Greek Orthodox Church), was granted a demolition permit to 
demolish a former gas station building on a corner parcel adjacent to their church on East 
Washington Avenue. The intent of the demolition was first to increase the church’s presence on 
East Washington with a landscaped parking lot and second to have buildable area for a future 
accessible lobby building addition.  
 
The church did proceed with the building demolition that year and has been monitoring 
groundwater on the site. The parking lot pavement and landscaping was never completed, the 
corner lot is currently still in a gravel state. With what appears to be the Department of Natural 
Resources environmental monitoring activities coming to an end in the next few months the church 
has proceeded with the planning and fund raising for the church building addition. The drawings 
attached are for that building lobby addition. 
 
Project Description 
The proposed project consists of a 1-story lobby addition providing an elevator to serve both the 
sanctuary and also the lower level social hall. The lobby will also link the church narthex with the 
existing classroom wing. The lobby will also have a vehicular drop off entry and accessible 
parking by the main door. The addition will also provide a pastor’s office and also additional 
classroom space in the lower level. With this addition there will also be some other minor interior 
remodeling to some existing classroom areas.  
 
Zoning 
The property is currently zoned Traditional Shopping Street District. The church is a permitted use 
in this zoning category. The proposed building addition and drawings attached meet all the 
dimensional and design standards for the zoning category. In addition to the building addition the 
remainder of the property will also be brought up to the current zoning standards for vehicular 
parking, bike parking, landscaping, site lighting and property screening. 
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Building Exterior 
The building addition exterior has been designed to pick up design elements of the existing 
building, both the arched windows and the octagon element of the existing octagonal spire. The 
design also incorporates a Greek Orthodox Mediterranean aesthetic that integrates with the interior 
sanctuary decoration.  
 
The exterior materials of the existing building will also be used on the new addition. The two 
existing bricks will be matched. Smooth synthetic stucco, proposed on the upper portion of the 
building, will be substituted for the epoxy aggregate material that is below the existing windows 
and that is on the existing steeple.  
 
The existing church steeple will be modified slightly to give it better proportions. There is also an 
optional bell tower shown with this proposal that may be built at some time in the future. 
 
Development Team 
The architect is Ferch Architecture. The structural engineer is Pierce Engineers. The lighting 
engineer is Hein Engineering Group. The landscape designer is Outdoor Arts Landscape. The 
general contractor is NCI Roberts Construction Inc.  
 
Thank you for your time in reviewing this proposal. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
David Ferch  
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MATERIALS AND COLORS PARTIOAL ELEVATION

0 8' 16' 32'

5/11/15

FIBERGLASS PILASTER "BROSCO" 
16" WIDTH X 4" DEEP SQUARE, W/ 
TUSCAN STYLE CAP AND BASE. 
PAINTED "SHERWIN-WILLIAMS, 
ALABASTER SW 7008"

1" INSULATED CLEAR LOW-E GLASS 
WINDOW IN DARK BRONZE ALUM 
FRAME

DARK BRONZE ALUM SPANDREL 
FRAME

PRECAST CONC. BASE, SILLS & 
INFILL UNDER WINDOWS, 
"HERRITAGE CAST STONE COLOR: 
BUFF SMOOTH.

8
"

4" FACE BRICK TO MATCH 
EXISTING: "ACME STANTON" 
(MODULAR)

2" R 
(TYP.)

PREFINISHED METAL FASCIA & 
SUPPORT BRACKETS. COLOR: 
"ULTRA-CLAD - AGED COPPER"

SYNTHETIC STUCCO (EIFS), COLOR: 
"SHERWIN-WILLIAMS - ALABASTER 
SW 7008, FINE FINISH

SYNTHETIC STUCCO W/ 
(2) 2" ARCHED 
RECESSES

PREFINISHED METAL WALL CAP, 
COLOR: WHITE (TYP)

PREFINISHED METAL STANDING 
SEAM ROOF. COLOR: 
"ULTRA-CLAD - AGED COPPER"

ANODIZED ALUM CROSS. 
COLOR: DARK BRONZE

1" INSULATED CLEAR LOW-E GLASS 
WINDOW IN DARK BRONZE ALUM 
FRAME

PREFINISHED METAL BAND & DRIP 
EDGE, COLOR: WHITE (TYP)PREFINISHED METAL BAND & DRIP 

EDGE, COLOR: WHITE (TYP)

4" FACE BRICK TO MATCH EXISTING: "GENERAL SHALE 
CASCADE WHITE ROCKFACE (NORMAN)
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COURTYARD ELEVATION

0 4' 8' 16' 32'

SYNTHETIC STUCCO

REPAINT EXISTING PANITED 
FACE BRICK

48" HT. HVAC CONDENSING UNIT 
MECHANICAL SCREEN. 5/4 X 8" 
HORIZONTAL "AZEK" PVC TRIM BOARD 
W/ 1" GAP BETWEEN BOARDS ON 2X 
TREATED INTERIOR FRAME COLOR: 
"AZEK WHITE".

EXISTING FACE 
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EXISTING H.M. DOOR 
PAINTED. COLOR: " 
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WELL-BRED BROWN 
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NEW 1" CLEAR GLASS 
WINDOWS IN DARK 
BRONZE ALUM FRAME W/ 
PRECAST CONC. SILL

A4

5/11/15

4
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SCREEN FENCE & REFUSE ENCLOSURE ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

6
'-
0

"

2

UNPAINTED STAGGERED 1 X 6 X 
6'-0" HT. CEDAR BOARDS ON 
TREATED 2X4 AT TOP BOTTOM & 
INTERMEDIATE

2" DIA. VERT. GALV. METAL 
POST @ 48" O.C

BIKE RACK: "SARIS" POST & RING3

ACORN POST 
CAP

DECORATIVE METAL FENCE
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"1

7'-8"

8
'-
0

" 
& 

3
'-
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"

2
"

5
"

3
 1

/2
"

4"

RAIL BRACKET W/ 
DRIVE RIVET

3" SQ. POST

ALL PARTS SHALL BE 
PREFINISHED METAL, 
COLOR: BLACK

1 3/8" X 1 1/2" 
U-CHANNEL RAIL

3/4" VERT. RAIL @ 
4" O.C.

S
E
E
 P

L
A
N

FENCE SECTION: SCALE: 1" = 1'-0"

STAGGERED 1 X 8 X 6'-0" HT. 
CEDAR BOARDS W/ 1/2" GAP 
BETWEEN BOARDS

2" DIA. VERT. GALV. METAL 
POST W/ 'C' CLAMP 
ATTACHMENT 
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EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE ELEVATION

NORTH SEVENTH STREET ELEVATION

0 4' 8' 16' 32'

5/11/15

ASSUMPTION
GREEK

ORTHODOX
CHURCH

ASSUMPTION
GREEK

ORTHODOX
CHURCH

6" HT. X 1 1/2" DEEP INJECTION 
MOLDED PLASTIC LETTERS W/ SHARP 
EDGES. COLOR: DARK BRONZE

ANODIZED ALUM CROSS. 
COLOR: DARK BRONZE

SYNTHETIC STUCCO (EIFS)

A3

BUILDING ELEVATIONS WITH 
OPTIONAL BELL TOWER

STANDING SEAM PREFINISHED 
METAL ROOF. COLOR: 
"ULTRA-CLAD - AGED COPPER"

4" FACE BRICK
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EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE ELEVATION

NORTH SEVENTH STREET ELEVATION

0 4' 8' 16' 32'

5/11/15

REMOVE EXISTING CORNER BRICK & 
INSTALL NEW SYNTHETIC STUCCO. 

NEW SYNTHETIC STUCCO FASCIA BAND

ANODIZED ALUM CROSSES. 
COLOR: DARK BRONZE

EXISTING 4" FACE BRICK

SYNTHETIC STUCCO (EIFS)

PRECAST MASONRY BASE, SILLS & 
BELOW WINDOW WALL

STANDING SEAM PREFINISHED 
METAL ROOF. COLOR: 
"ULTRA-CLAD - AGED COPPER"

A2

4" FACE BRICK TO MATCH EXISTING: 
"GENERAL SHALE CASCADE WHITE 
ROCKFACE (NORMAN)

PREFINISHED METAL FASCIA & 
SUPPORT BRACKETS. COLOR: 
"ULTRA-CLAD - AGED COPPER"

SYNTHETIC STUCCO OCTAGON FACE 
& ARCHED RECESSES

CLEAR GLASS IN ANODIZED 
ALUM FRAME. COLOR: DARK 
BRONZE

PAINT EXISTING EPOXY AGGREGATE 
AND BRICK CORNERS

EXISTING METAL ROOF

NEW 4" FACE BRICK AROUND 
NEW WINDOWS

4" FACE BRICK TO MATCH EXISTING: 
"GENERAL SHALE CASCADE WHITE 
ROCKFACE (NORMAN)

PATCH EXISTING ASPHALT 
ROOF AT AREA OF 
DEMOLISHED BUILDING W/ 
SALVAGED ASPHALT SHINGLES

4" FACE BRICK TO MATCH 
EXISTING: "ACME STANTON" 
(MODULAR)
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SITE PLAN

"STOP" 
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POST

EXISTING 
MTL AUTO 
GUARDRAIL

EXISTING AC 
CONDENSING 
UINTS

4 BIKE 
STALLS

EX. DRIVE
ENTRANCE

EX. DRIVE
ENTRANCE

EX. DRIVE
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NEW 1 STORY 
BUILDING 
ADDTION

NEW 4" CONC. SIDEWALK

"STOP" 
SIGN

FUTURE BELL 
TOWER 24'-0" HT.

4" CONC. 
SIDEWALK

3'-6" HT. HVAC 
SCREEN 2 BIKE 

STALLS

6" CONC. CURB

PROPOSED NEW CONC. 
DRIVEWAY PER CITY 
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BITUMNOUS PAVEMENT

"DO NOT 
ENTER ONE 
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ENTRY 
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"VAN ACCESSIBLE" 
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Site Address:  11 NORTH 7TH STREET
Site acreage (total):  19,445 SF, 0.45 ACRES

Number of building stories(above grade):  1
Building height:   EXISTING STEEPLE 43'                                                                                                                                                                      

SPS type of construction(new structures or additions):  TYPE 3B, 
                                                                                        NON-SPRINKLERED
Total square footage of building:   10,105 SF

Use of property:  CHURCH
Gross square feet of office:  N/A
Gross square feet of retail area:  N/A
Number of employees in warehouse:  N/A
Number of employees in production area:  N/A
Capacity of restaurant/place of assembly:  N/A

Number of bicycle stalls shown:  6

Number of parking stalls:

          Small car           4      
          Large car         10 
          Accessible         1
          Total                15 

          

Number of trees shown:   3

Parking Lot Plan Site Information Block
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SITE DEMOLITION PLAN

REMOVE EXISTING CHAIN LINK FENCE

C2

EXISTING
GRAVEL
PARKING

REMOVE EXISTING LANDSCAPING 
SHOWN DASHED

REMOVE EXISTING 
LANDSCAPING SHOWN 
DASHED

REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE 
SIDEWALK REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE CURB 

FOR NEW DRIVEWAY

REMOVE EXISTING BUILDING 
ENTRANCE & EXTERIOR 
CONCRETE STEPS

REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE CURB 
FOR NEW DRIVEWAY LOCATION

REMOVE EXISTING CONCRETE 
SIDEWALK

REMOVE EXISTING 
BITUMINOUS 
PAVEMENT FOR NEW 
CONC. SIDEWALK

REMOVE EXISTING 
LANDSCAPING

SAWCUT & REMOVE 
EXISTING BITUMINOUS 
PAVEMENT

REMOVE EXISTING 
LANDSCAPING

REMOVE STORAGE 
SHED

REMOVE EXISTING 
CHAIN LINK FENCE

REMOVE EXISTING 
TREE

EXISTING
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PARKING LOT

18"
4"
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Site Address:  11 NORTH 7TH STREET
Site acreage (total):  19,445 SF, 0.45 ACRES

Number of building stories(above grade):  1
Building height:   EXISTING STEEPLE 43'                                                                                                                                                                      

SPS type of construction(new structures or additions):  TYPE 3B, 
                                                                                        NON-SPRINKLERED
Total square footage of building:   10,105 SF

Use of property:  CHURCH
Gross square feet of office:  N/A
Gross square feet of retail area:  N/A
Number of employees in warehouse:  N/A
Number of employees in production area:  N/A
Capacity of restaurant/place of assembly:  N/A

Number of bicycle stalls shown:  6

Number of parking stalls:

          Small car           4      
          Large car         10 
          Accessible         1
          Total                15 

          

Number of trees shown:   3

Parking Lot Plan Site Information Block

BUILDING STATISTICS

LOT DESCRIPTION: LOCATED IN THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF THE 
NORTHEAST  1/4 SECTION 6, T7N, R10E, CITY OF MADISON, DANE 
COUNTY, WI, INCLUDING ALL OF LOTS 5, 6, 7, & 8, BLOCK2, 
GIRSTENBREI'S PLAT.

SITE ACREAGE: 19,445  sq. ft. (0.45 acres)

SITE AREA:
     BUILDING FOOTPRINT                7,502 sq. ft.     38.6%
    PAVEMENT & SIDEWALKS           8,433 sq. ft.     43.4%
     PERVIOUS AREA                         3,510 sq. ft.     18.0%.

PARKING REQUIRED:                     24 STALLS

PARKING PROVIDED:                     15 STALLS

BIKE PARKING REQUIRED:                5 STALLS

BIKE PARKING PROVIDED:               6 STALLS

SITE STATISTICS

SITE 
LOCATION

SITE MAP

C1

SHEET INDEX
COVER SHEET, SITE LOCATION MAP
SITE DEMOLITION PLAN
SITE PLAN
GRADING & UTILITY PLAN
LANDSCAPE PLAN
LANDSCAPE SCHEDULE
FLOOR PLANS
BUILDING ELEVATIONS
BUILDING ELEVATIONS WITH BELL TOWER
COURTYARD ELEVATION & DETAILS
BUILDING MATERIALS & COLORS
IMAGE SKETCH 
EXISTING BUILDING PHOTOS
URBAN CONTEXT PHOTOS
SITE LIGHTING - GRADE
SITE LIGHTING - TRESSPASS
LIGHT FIXTURE CUTS
LIGHT FIXTURE CUTS
LIGHT FIXTURE CUTS
LIGHT FIXTURE CUTS
LIGHT FIXTURE CUTS
LIGHT FIXTURE CUTS
LIGHT FIXTURE CUTS

C1
C2
C3
C4
L1
L2
A1
A2
A3
A4
A5
A6

SM1
SM2
SL1
SL2
SL3
SL4
SL5
SL6
SL7
SL8
SL9

                              EXISTING        NEW ADDITION
BASEMENT             5,274 SF           1,355 SQ. FT.
1ST                          5,370 SF           2,132 SQ. FT.
TOTAL                  10,644 SF            3,487 SQ. FT.

NEW TOTAL BUILDING                  14,131 SQ. FT.

(1,000 SF REMODELING)
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UNION CORNERS ACROSS THE STREET

SM2

EAST WASHINGTON AVE - WEST OF SITE EAST WASHINGTON AVE - EAST OF SITE

URBAN CONTEXT
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7TH STREET ELEVATION EXISTING COURTYARD

EAST WASHINGTON STREET ELEVATION

SM1EXISTING BUILDING
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SITE LIGHTING ILLUMINATION PLAN - TRESSPASS
1" = 10'-0"1 2'-6" 10'5'0'
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