


2’-0”x 8’-0””= 16 sf_hoist-chain crossmember 4'-1 5/8" 2175

4’-5”x 22’-0” =97.15sf
Vacuum formed/embossed Lexan brand faces with 
Opaque backround, so that only letter
stroke illuminates

16” x 1/2”  THK. Wall steel pipe
Paint Black SW Egg Shell #62603

Total Sign Area 150 sf x 2= 300 sf total both sides of sign

4’-3” x 8’-0”= 34 sf illuminated
Reader board sign, Lexan brand faces
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CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT 

AMERCO REAL ESTATE COMPANY • 2727 N. CENTRAL AVE. • PHOENIX, AZ 85004 
PHONE: (602) 263-6502 x 615125 • FAX: (602) 277-1026  

John_Planert@UHaul.com 

 

 
 
 
 
Jan 12, 2012 
 
City of Madison 
UDC Council 
Mr. Al Martin 
 
 
Dear Mr. Martin: 
 
Amerco Real Estate is seeking approval for a U-Haul modular style pylon sign to replace the 
existing Cub Foods pylon sign at our newly renovated facility for the above referenced property. 
  
U-Haul modular pylon   
The U-Haul modular pylon sign proposal for this center will feature our standard 4'-1” tall 
fluorescent illuminated  aluminum “U-Haul” modular letter cabinets with vacuum 
formed/embossed faces along with a 4'-3”x 8'-0” manual reader board mounted on a double pole 
structure.  The faces will have an opaque backround, allowing only the letter to illuminate in 
keeping with Madison night sky ordinance..  The total sign area for the pylon will be reduced from 
the existing 348 square foot sign that was approved in UDC for Cub Foods, to 300 square feet, 
representing a 48 square foot reduction in sign area from the existing sign structure.   
The original design has been revised so that the area between the poles is the equivalent of 1/3 
the length of the sign, recognizing the city's aesthetic requirements for double pole sign 
structures, in contrast with the existing structure where the poles are spaced so that they are 2/3 
the length of the sign. 
 
The modular style cabinet letters are our standard sign design that we use to identify U-Haul 
centers across North America. Our reader board will primarily serve to advise customers of  
product services and special pricing. 
The sign is proposed to be located along the Verona road frontage to replace the existing Cub 
Foods double pole pylon sign.   
 
Pylon visibility under typical Site Conditions: 
Visibility charts show that a 27” tall Helvetica style black letter can first be seen and recognized 
from a distance of 1,125 feet.   
Given a typical pylon sign placement near the right of way, research by the United States Sign 
Council has determined that it takes the average motorist, traveling on a multi-lane road at a 
speed of 40 mph, 10-12 seconds to recognize and react to pylon sign identification.   
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View A:  The photo for “view A” was taken looking southbound down Verona Road, from 1,125' 
away from our proposed sign placement. 
Observations:   
The motorist will be traveling at a speed of 40 mph moving at a rate of  58.8' per second.  Given 
10 seconds, using the rate of 58.8' per second, this allows the driver 588' to recognize, make 
lane adjustments and exit on to Service Road.   
Photo A was taken 1,125' from the sign which leaves a distance of only 500' for our driver to 
recognize, react and exit on to Service Lane.   
We are only leaving our driver 500' to make adjustments and exit where the recommendation is 
588'.   
For safety reasons we're requesting to use our modular style sign, giving the driver a chance to 
recognize our branding at a distance, even before the driver would be able to read the sign copy. 
 
View B:  This photo was taken looking southbound on Verona, from a distance of 950' from sign 
placement.   
Observations: The sign is visible and legible at this distance.  The building is blocked by 
landscaping and buildings. 
 
View C:  This photo was taken looking northbound on Verona, from a point 575' from the sign, 
Observations:  Sign is visible and legible at 30' overall height.   
 
We respectfully request approval for a 30' tall double pole U-Haul ID sign with reader board for 
our center.  The new sign branding will address safety issues for our customers, is an important 
part of U-Haul's overall business plan for new centers and is a strategic element for the success 
of our local business in the community.   
 
 
    
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
John Planert, Corporate Sign Planner 
U-Haul International 
2727 N. Central Avenue 9N 
Phoenix, AZ. 85004 
Off: 602-263-6502 x 615125 
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