


 

 
 
 
November 30, 2015 

 
Amy Loewenstein Scanlon 
Department of Planning / Landmarks Commission 
Madison Municipal Building, LL 100 
215 Martin Luther King Boulevard 
Madison, WI  53701 
 
Re: First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Exterior Stair Renovation and Accessible Ramp Project 

 
We are submitting this project for consideration by the Madison Landmarks Commission.  The First 
Congregational United Church of Christ at 1609 University Avenue is in the planning and design stage of a 
series of Reach and Renew projects with several goals, including creating a welcoming appearance, 
improving accessibility, and improving safety.   This building is within the University Heights Local Historic 
District. 
 
The exterior renovations proposed are to the exterior stairs fronting on Breese Terrace.  The existing 
exterior stairs and landings are cracking and spalling resulting in water leaking into the basement, and the 
railings have rusted and require replacement.  This main entrance is currently not accessible, but will be 
resolved with a new accessible route to the main entrance front doors. 
 
The proposed exterior renovations include replacement of the existing precast concrete steps and painted 
steel railings with new concrete steps and new steel railings.  The steps will be shifted east to create a more 
substantial top landing which will also provide the top landing for the new accessible ramp.  The stone 
plinths will be expanded and refaced and a new stone wall installed to replace the existing brick wall.  The 
accessible route will be created by incorporating a revised sloped walk and a minimal ramp to the top 
landing.  The project does not impact the façade of the building itself. 
 
The overall project will also include interior chapel, lounge, nursery and office renovations that do not impact 
the exterior of the building, but will update these interior spaces for improved usability and flexibility.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
DIMENSION IV MADISON DESIGN GROUP  

 
Ray White, AIA 
Principal 
rwhite@dimensionivmadison.com  
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