
2018-2022 Park and Open Space 
Plan Update 

Presentation to the Board of Park 
Commissioners 

 



City of Madison Park and Open Space Plan 

• Guides the City of Madison, its residents, and 
other governments and agencies in park-related 
decision-making. 

 
• Qualifies Madison for Federal and State aid 

funding. 
 



Key Characteristics 

• Evidence – based 
• Public input, census & demographic data, GIS mapping 

and other datasets 
 

• Subject to public review 
 
• Updated every five years 

• Stays current with changing recreational trends, 
demographics, and park needs 

 
• Plan development is guided by the Parks Long Range 

Planning Subcommittee 



Collaboration and Relevant Major Planning Efforts

• Guided by staff members of the Racial Justice and Social 
Equity Initiative (RESJI)  

 
• Collaboration with Imagine Madison, City of Madison 

Comprehensive Plan 
 

• Collaboration with Dane County Park and Open Space Plan 
also being updated 



How this Plan Compares to Other Plans?

• 10,000 foot level 
 

• Identifies and listens to wide variety of community 
values 
 

• Evaluates city-wide: 
• Recreation and open space demand 
• Demographics & trends 
• Funding & operations 

 
• Prioritizes and recommends large system wide goals 
 



How this Plan Compares to Other Plans? 

Park and Open Space Plan 



How this Plan is Different than the Last Plan?

• Resiliency 
 

• Health 
 

• Equity 
 

• Sustainability 
 



Phase I Update 



Timeline 

• July 2016 – April 2017 
 Comment Cards, Surveys, Workshops & 

Visioning Sessions, Focus Groups, NRT 
Workshops, Imagine Madison 
Community Events 

 

• April 2017 – December 2017 
 Plan Development 
 

• January 2018 Plan Approvals 
 

WE ARE HERE 



Phase I 
Timeline 



Public Engagement Strategies 



Social Media 

Newsletters 

Email 

Posters 

Local News & Radio 

Parks Website 

Imagine Madison 
Website 

• Social Media – 8,300 followers 
• Twitter – Imagine Madison 
• Twitter – Madison Parks  
• Facebook – Imagine Madison  
• Facebook – Madison Parks  

 
• Parks Newsletters – 1,300 subscribers 

• Spring 2017 
• Winter  2016-2017 

 
• Email – 4,900 email addresses 

• Neighborhood Association Listserves 
• All city employees 
• All alders 
• BPC & Long Range Planning 

Subcommittee 
• Athletic Organizations 
• Community Centers and Organizations 

 
 
 

Outreach, Announcements and Media

• Posters 
• State Street Kiosks 
• City of Madison Libraries 
• Clerks Office 
• Warner Park Recreation Center 

 
• Local News & Radio 

• NBC 15 & 15.2 
• WORT FM 

 
• Websites – 7,300 views and subscribers 

• Madison Parks 
• Calendar 
• Homepage Highlight 
• Own webpage – with 

Subscribe for Updates 
• City of Madison  

• Homepage Highlight 
• Calendar of Events 

 
 
 



Social Media 

Newsletters 

Email 

Posters 

Local News & Radio 

Parks Website 

Imagine Madison 
Website 

Outreach, Announcements and Media 



 Five (5) Community 
Visioning Sessions 

Three (3) Theme 
Specific Events 

Community Visioning Sessions & Events

• Five (5) Community Visioning Sessions 
• Three (3) Theme Specific Events 

 
 



 Five (5) Community 
Visioning Sessions 

Three (3) Theme 
Specific Events 

Community Visioning Sessions

• January 31, 2017 – North 
 Warner Park Community Recreation Center 

 
• February 6, 2017 – East 
 Whitehorse Middle School 

 
• February 13, 2017 - South 
 The Village on Park 

 
• March 1, 2017 - West  
 Alicia Ashman Library 

 
• March 23, 2017 - Downtown 
 Central Library 



 Five (5) Community 
Visioning Sessions 

Three (3) Theme 
Specific Events 

Community Visioning Sessions 

Question #1: What is your age?   
A: <18 
B:  18-34 (Millennial) 
C: 35-50 (Gen-x) 
D: 51-69 (Baby Boomer) 
E:  70-87 (Greatest) 
 



 Five (5) Community 
Visioning Sessions 

Three (3) Theme 
Specific Events 

Community Visioning Sessions 

Question #2: What is your 
race/ethnicity?   
A: Asian 
B:  Black or African American 
C: Hispanic or Latino 
D: White 
E:  Other/Multiple Races 
 



 Five (5) Community 
Visioning Sessions 

Three (3) Theme 
Specific Events 

Question #5: What is your 
season?   
A: Spring 
B:  Summer 
C: Fall 
D: Winter 
E:  I love all seasons!  
 

Community Visioning Sessions 

January 31, 2017 



 Five (5) Community 
Visioning Sessions 

Three (3) Theme 
Specific Events 

Theme Specific Events 

• Saturday, April 22, 2017 
 Hip Hop PARKitecture Workshop: 
 Urban Parks of the Future  
 (w/ Hip Hip Architect Michael Ford) 
 Badger Rock Neighborhood Center 
 
• Thursday, May 18, 2017  
 Madison Parks & Resiliency in the Era of Climate 

Change 
 Union South  
 
• Sunday, June 4, 2017 
 Discover Madison! Connecting Kids to Nature 
 Warner Park 
 



Parks Website 

(14) Neighborhood 
Centers 

(9) Libraries 

Public Meetings 

NRT Events 

(40) Community 
Events 

Comment Cards

 
• Comment Cards collected from: 

• Over 40 Parks and Community Events 
• Nine (9) City of Madison Libraries 
• Fourteen (14) Community, Neighborhood & 

Senior Centers 
 
• 200 Online Comment Cards Filled Out
 

 
 



Parks Website 

(14) Neighborhood 
Centers 

(9) Libraries 

Public Meetings 

NRT Events 

(40) Community 
Events 

Comment Cards 

• Available in English, Spanish, Hmong and Images Only 



Comment Cards 

0 

50 

100 

150 

200 

250 

300 

350 

List the Top Five Activities You Enjoy in the Park System 



Parks Website 

Parks and 
Neighborhood 

Events 

Libraries 

Community & 
Neighborhood 

Centers 

NRT Meetings 

Comment Cards - Geocoding



Recreation 
Organization Survey 

Community Survey 

Surveys

• Recreation Organization Survey 
• Sent to over 130 organizations that reserve our 

facilities  
 

• Community Survey 
• For all residents 
• Over 1,600 responses! 
 
 

 
 



Recreation 
Organization Survey 

Community Survey 

Surveys – Recreation Organization

 
 

 
 

0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

What type of sport(s) do your participants play? 



Recreation 
Organization Survey 

Community Survey 

Surveys – Recreation Organization

 
 

 
 

0-50 

51-100 

101-500 

501-1000 

over 1000 

How many participants were part of your organization’s 
team in 2016? 

0.00% 

46.90% 

31.30% 

15.60% 

6.30% 

What is the age range of the majority of your participants 

0-5 years old 

6-18 years old 

19-30 years old 

31- 60 years old 

Over 60 years old 



Recreation 
Organization Survey 

Community Survey 

Surveys – Community Survey 
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Which of the following activities do you participate in? 

Response Percent 



0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 

Attending Festivals/Events 
Baseball 

Basketball 
Biking - Non Commuter (Mountain Biking, Cyclocross, Etc.) 

Biking - Commuter 
Boating 

Disc Golf 
Dog Walking 

Fishing 
Football 

Frisbee (Including Ultimate) 
Gardening 

Golfing 
Hiking/Walking 

Hockey (Ice, Roller, Field) 
Ice Skating 

Nature Viewing 
Pickleball 
Picnicking 

Playgrounds 
Running/Jogging 

Skateboarding 
Skiing 

Sledding 
Soccer 

Softball 
Splash Parks 

Swimming 
Tennis 

Do you feel that the City of Madison park system has sufficient facilities for 
the below activities? 

Not Enough Facilities Adequate Facilities Too Many Facilities 



Surveys – Community Survey 
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200 

400 

600 

800 

1000 

1200 

1400 

1600 

Children (0-9) Adolescents (10-19) Adults (20-64) Seniors (65+) 

How do you feel Madison's existing park system meets the needs of the age 
groups below? 

Adequately Serves Needs Needs Not Currently Met Not Sure 



Surveys – Community Survey 

0 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

Acquisition 
of land for 
recreation 

and/or 
preservation 

More natural 
spaces and 

conservation 
areas 

More 
downtown 

parks 

More access 
to water and 

swimming 
activities 

More 
walking trails 

More fields 
for sport 
activities 

More places 
to reserve a 
shelter and 

have a family 
gathering 

More winter 
facilities (e.g. 
ice rinks, ski 
trails, etc.) 

More dog 
parks 

More 
recreational 

programs 
and/or 
events 

Other 
(please 
specify) 

What would you like to see more of in Madison parks? 



Surveys – Community Survey 

0 

200 

400 

600 

800 

1000 

1200 

1400 

1600 

Maintenance 
and repairs to 
existing park 

amenities  

Development of 
new parks 

Additional 
programming 

New amenities 
to existing parks  

Ecological 
management  

Other (please 
specify) 

How important do you feel the following are to Madison's park and open spaces? 

No Opinion 

Not Important 

Somewhat Important 

Very Important 



68% 

23% 

7% 2% 

Do you feel parks should play a role in addressing issues such as habitat loss, 
climate change, and environmental degradation? 

Yes Somewhat 

Not really No opinion 

Surveys – Community Survey 



0 

100 

200 

300 

400 

500 

Adequate 
Facilities 

Not Enough 
Facilities 

Too Many 
Facilities 

Total 

Surveys 

Ex. Do you feel Madison has 
sufficient ice rinks? 



Surveys – Community Survey 

Asian 
1% 

American Indian or Alaskan 
Native 

0% 
Black or African American 

1% 

Hispanic or Latino 
1% 

White or Caucasian 
87% 

From multiple races 
2% 

Other 
1% 

Prefer not to answer 
7% 

How do you identify your race? (optional) 
 Asian 

American Indian or Alaskan 
Native 
Black or African American 

Hispanic or Latino 

White or Caucasian 

From multiple races 

Other 

Prefer not to answer 

0 
50 

100 
150 
200 
250 
300 
350 
400 
450 

10 or 
younger 

10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70 or 
older 

Prefer not 
to answer 

What is your age? (optional) 



Neighborhood 
Resource Teams 

University of 
Wisconsin 

Collaboration 

Focus Groups

• Neighborhood Resource Teams 
• Park and Open Space Plan Worksheet

• Allied Drive 
• Southside 
• Park Edge / Park Ridge 
• Hammersley/Theresa 
• Balsam/Russett
• Brentwood/Woodland 
• Darbo/Worthington 
• Leopold/Arbor Hills 
• Owl Creek 

• University of Wisconsin – Department of Landscape Architecture
• Northside Senior Coalition 
• East Madison Community Center 
• Kennedy Heights Community Center 
• Badger Rock Neighborhood Center 
• Meadowood Neighborhood Center
• Madison Senior Center  
• Vera Court Community Center 
• Capitol Centre Court Apartments 

 
 



Volunteer High 
School Students 

Staff 

Long Range Planning 
Subcommittee 

Park Volunteers 

SOPARC – System for Observing Play & Recreation in 
Communities (Active Living Research)

• Validated Direct 
Observational Tool for 
Assessing Park and 
Recreation Areas 

 
• Records the date, time, 

location, age, gender, and 
activity of people in parks 

 
 
 



Volunteer High 
School Students 

Staff 

Long Range Planning 
Subcommittee 

Park Volunteers 

SOPARC – System for Observing Play & Recreation in 
Communities (Active Living Research)

• 22 Parks selected to provide diversity regarding the type of 
park and demographics of the community 

• > 630 Park Observations  
 
 
 



SOPARC – System for Observing Play & Recreation in   
  Communities (Active Living Research) 
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Sum of Child(5-12) M 
Sum of  Child(5-12) F 

Child Age 5-12 Activities by Gender 
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Sum of Senior(60+) M 
Sum of Senior(60+) F 

Senior Activities by Gender 

SOPARC – System for Observing Play & Recreation in   
  Communities (Active Living Research) 



Resident Panels 

Website 

Interagency Staff 

Community 
Meetings 

Make Madison Story 
Project 

Imagine Madison 

• Feedback Regarding Parks at  Imagine Madison 
 Engagement Events 
 
 18 Resident Panels: 23 summarized comments  
 Boards, Commissions, Committees: 1 
 Online Issues & Goals Survey: 52 
 Community Meeting:13 
 Planning Pop-In:1 

 



Resident Panels 

Website 

Interagency Staff 

Community 
Meetings 

Make Madison Story 
Project 

Imagine Madison 



Resident Panels 

Website 

Interagency Staff 

Community 
Meetings 

Make Madison Story 
Project 

Imagine Madison 



Engagement Summary To Date 



IMAGINE MADISON GOAL IS 25,000 
PARTICIPANTS 



Engagement Summary To Date

• Comparative participation in Comprehensive Plans 
 
 



Engagement Summary to Date 



Next Steps 



Next Steps – Plan Development and Approvals

• Parks Long Range Planning Subcommittee Guides Plan 
Development 
• Recommends approval of Plan to the Board of Parks 

Commissioners 
 
• Board of Park Commissioners, refers to Common Council, 

which refers to: 
• BPW 
• Plan Commission 
• Board of Park Commissioners 

 
• Final Adoption at Council to be adopted in 2018 

 
 



Questions? 


