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Ryan Signs, Inc.            
      3007 Perry Street 

Madison, WI  53713 

608-271-7979 Phone 

mbgrowneyselene@ryansigns.net 

February 21, 2024 

 
 
TO:  Heather Bailey 
  Preservation Planner, City of Madison 
 

FROM:  Mary Beth Growney Selene, Serving as Agent 
 

RE:  MADISON METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  MADISON EAST HIGH SCHOOL 

2222 E. WASHINGTON AVENUE 
  COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN REVIEW 
 
Dear Heather and Landmarks Commission Members; 
 
Attached please find our submittal for your review for a Certificate of Appropriateness for MMSD Madison East High School, 
located at 2222 E. Washington Avenue. 
 
BACKGROUND 
1. The property is owned by the Madison Metropolitan School District. 
2. East Side High school was built in 1922, making it the oldest public high school, still operating, in Madison. The 

building was built by architect Frank Riley in 1922, in the Collegiate Gothic style.   
3. The property is zoned CI, HIS-L. 
4. The original building is a Designated Historic Landmark. 
5. The entire signage plan will be presented to the UDC on March 27, 2024 as a Comprehensive Design Review. 
 
REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION 
         SIGN DESIGN 2.2 - MONUMENT SIGN 

A. Approval of replacement faces in existing monument sign. 
▪ The structure of the sign has been in existence since pre-Sign Ordinance.   
▪ There will be no change to the shape, structure or infrastructure, only replacement faces in the 

identification portion of the sign. 
B. Approval of Electronic Message Center (EMC) to replace the existing manual changeable copy sign. 

▪ The EMC will be a single color and the messaging will not change more than once per hour. 
▪ The new EMC will fit into the same area as the existing manual changeable copy sign. 

C. Approval of existing height of 13'-5" on monument sign, which is 16'-11" above the curb level. 
▪ The sign code limits the height of a monument sign to 12'-0' above the curb level. 

D. Approval of the proposed sign at 5’-0” x 6’-0” = 30 sf2 per side; for a total of 60 sf2 (identical to the existing sign). 
▪ The sign code limits the area of a freestanding sign to 32 sf2 in net area, (per face or total of all faces). 
▪ The sign code allows for a 28 sf2 sign, based on the 26’ setback from the ROW line. 

         SIGN DESIGN A - HISTORIC WALL SIGN – EAST ELEVATION 
E. The approval to retain one set of embossed stone letters on east façade of original and historic building to read: EAST 

SIDE HIGH SCHOOL.   
▪ The letters are an integral part of the Designated Historic Landmark. 
▪ In an effort to preserve history, we request that this sign to be considered a memorial sign. 
▪ The sign code limits “Memorial” signage to 12 sf2.  We are asking for an exception to allow for 29.25 sf2 

sign. 
         SIGN DESIGN 1.2 - ADDITION WALL SIGN – EAST ELEVATION 

F. Approval of one set of non-illuminated letters, to read:  MADISON EAST HIGH SCHOOL on the east elevation addition, 
which complies with 31.14 Regulations of Signs in Group 1 Districts for area (27.62 sf2) and is 1’-9” above code 
compliant height of 12’-0” above curb level. 

▪ Signage is limited to 32 sf2 based on setback from the road.  This sign is set back approximately 134’ from 
East Washington Avenue. 

▪ The sign is placed at 13’-9” above the curb line of 4th Street. 
▪ The sign code limits the height of a wall sign to no higher than one story, or 12'-0" above the curb level, 

whichever is lower. 
▪ No mounting holes will be drilled in the brick. 
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SIGNAGE NOT FACING E. WASHINGTON AVENUE 
 
         SIGN DESIGN B - EXISTING SOUTH ELEVATION WALL SIGN – NO RECORD OF SIGN PERMIT 

G. Approval of an exception to allow for one set of non-illuminated letters on the south elevation (previously installed) 
to read:  MILTON L. McPIKE FIELD HOUSE.   

▪  The sign is 33.93 square feet in area. 
▪ The Sign Code limits wall signage to 32 sf2 based on setback from the road.  This sign is located ~ 200’ from 

4th Street. 
▪ The sign code limits the height of a wall sign to no higher than one story, or 12'-0" above the curb level, 

whichever is lower. 
▪ The sign is installed at approximately 32’-0” to the top of the sign, in an appropriate signable area. 
▪ Existing banners will be removed and a request to include an allowance/stipulation to allow for temporary 

banners as needed. 
         SIGN DESIGN 4A - ATHLETIC ENTRANCE – WALL SIGNAGE 

H. To allow for one wall sign above the entrance doors. 
▪ The signable area is 62.4 sf2 and the sign area is 18.69 sf2 (30% allowed for buildings over 25,000 sf2). 
▪ To allow for the overall height, at the top of the sign, to be 16’-0”, 4’-0” above the curb line. 
▪ This is the only sign which faces the E. Johnson Street frontage and sets back approximately 250-300’. 

 
        GENERAL GUIDELINES 

I. Any signage not identified in this Comprehensive Design Review shall comply with Chapter 31. 
 

 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
RYAN SIGNS, INC. 
 

 
 
Mary Beth Growney Selene 
President 
Serving as Agent for the Madison Metropolitan School District 
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Ryan Signs, Inc.            
      3007 Perry Street 

Madison, WI  53713 

608-271-7979 Phone 

mbgrowneyselene@ryansigns.net 
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SCALE:Ryan Signs, Inc.
3007 Perry Street   Madison, WI 53713   Tel (608) 271-7979   Fax (608) 271-7853

These  plans  are  the exclusive property of  Ryan Signs, Inc.  and are the result of the original design  work of it’s employees.  They are  submitted to you
or your company for the sole  purpose of  your consideration of  whether to purchase  from  Ryan Signs, Inc.,  Madison, Wisconsin  a  sign  designed  and
manufactured according to these plans.  Distribution or  exhibition of  these  plans to  anyone other than  employees of  your company  or  use  of  these  plans
to construct a sign similar to the one embodied herein is expressly  prohibited. In the event that such use, distribution or exhibition occurs, the undersigned
expressly agrees to pay to Ryan Signs, Inc.  the  sum of  25% of our purchase  price as  quoted to you.  This  covenant of  payment is  acknowledged  to be
compensation for the time, effort and talent devoted to the preparation of the plans.
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These  plans  are  the exclusive property of  Ryan Signs, Inc.  and are the result of the original design  work of it’s employees.  They are  submitted to you
or your company for the sole  purpose of  your consideration of  whether to purchase  from  Ryan Signs, Inc.,  Madison, Wisconsin  a  sign  designed  and
manufactured according to these plans.  Distribution or  exhibition of  these  plans to  anyone other than  employees of your company or use of these plans
to construct a sign similar to the one embodied herein is expressly  prohibited. In the event that such use, distribution or exhibition occurs, the undersigned
expressly agrees to pay to Ryan Signs, Inc.  the  sum of  25% of our purchase  price as  quoted to you.  This  covenant of  payment is  acknowledged to be
compensation for the time, effort and talent devoted to the preparation of the plans.
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