PETITION FOR A SAFE AND CLEAN WORK ENVIRONMENT

The issue of “homeless” persons sleeping and camping on the front porch of the City-County

Building has been a contentious subject recently and over the past 4+ years.

There have been 196 reported disturbances and fights in the past 24 months (on at least once

occasion a County employee having to physically break up a fight in the lobby);

Open drunkenness and other intoxications in addition to those with 32 reports leading to an
EMS response;

Large amounts of baggage and bedding cluttering up the porch at all hours of the day (even
now it's acceptable as long as “at least one person is attending them”);

Washing laundry in the public bathroom sinks, or attending to personal hygiene in these same
sinks:;

Running extension cords down to the light post outlets at the street creating a tripping hazard
on City-owned sidewalks and the steps of the CCB;

Food storage attracting mice and bugs (often, food brought by well-meaning people ends up
abandoned or town to pieces and tossed all over attracting even more rodents);

And, as has been more publicly reported, the number of people who urinate/defecate in and
around the CCB (even after outdoor facmties were provided) creating a health hazard to
employees and visitors alike.

What may not be seen clearly during business hours becomes abundantly clear when at times

three dozen people crowd around the porch, often blocking the main doors until forced to get up so
the building can open for business. Some stay throughout the day often wandering between different

floors and accessing department offices without having any business there. Employees have heen

harassed, threatened, and subjected to a hostile work environment while law and medical resources

continue to be drained.

With this in mind, the helow signed hereby respectfully request that camping, sleeping, storage

of personal effects, abandonment of personal property, panhandling, and long-term loitering with no

obvious business to be conducted, be banned from the City-County Building.

Thank you,
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