
 APPLICATION FOR DEMOLITION OF PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS   

   
 

 
 
 
 

Submit the following via email to: 
• Building Inspection at sprapplications@cityofmadison.com 
• Landmarks Commission at LandmarksCommission@cityofmadison.com (see submittal schedule) 

 
Part 1: General Application Information  

 

☐ Completed Application (this form) 

☐ Property Owner Permission (signature on this form or an email providing authorization to apply) 

☐ 
Copy of Notification sent to Demolition “Listserv”  
                                                                                                                                                           Date Sent____________ 

☐ 
Copy of Email Pre-Application Notification of Intent to Demolish a Principal Structure sent to                                        
 District Alder, City-registered neighborhood association(s),  City-listed business association(s).  

                                                       Date Sent____________ 

☐ $600 Demolition Application Fee (additional fees may apply depending on full scope of project) 

 Are you also seeking a Zoning Map Amendment (Rezoning) or Conditional Use?   ☐ Yes   ☐ No 

 
Part 2:  Information for Landmarks Historic Value Review 

☐ 
Letter of Intent describing the proposed structure to be demolished, description of proposed method and 
timeline of demolition 

☐ 
Construction Information (Dates of construction and alterations, architect name, builder name, history of 
property, historic photos) 

☐ 
Existing Condition Photos (Interior and exterior digital photos of each principal building to be demolished 
sufficient to indicate its character and condition) 

 Will existing structure be relocated?   ☐ Yes   ☐ No 
If “yes” include preliminary assessment that relocation is likely to be structurally and legally feasible 

☐ Optional: Proposed mitigation plans for properties with possible historic value 

 
  

Street Address:  

Alder District:  Zoning District:  

Project Contact 
Person Name  Role  

Company Name  
Phone Email 

City of Madison        
Building Inspection Division           
215 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Ste 017  
PO Box 2985 
Madison, WI 53701‐2985 (608) 266‐4551 

Complete all sections of this application, including signature on page 2. 
To request an interpreter, translation, or accommodations, call (608)266‐4910.  
Para solicitar un intérprete, traducción o acomodaciones llame al (608)266‐4910.  
Koj muaj txoj cai tau txais kev txhais lus, kev pes lus los sis kev pab cuam txhawm rau 
kev tsis taus uas tsis muaj nqi rau koj: Xav paub ntxiv tiv tauj rau (608)266-4910 
如需口譯、翻譯或其他便利服務，請致電 (608)266‐4910. 

1800 University Avenue

District #5 Vidaver

Cindy Torstveit Owner's Representative

5/28/26

5/27/26

NA

TR-U1





 

Facilities Planning and Management 
University of Wisconsin-Madison     21 N. Park Street, Ste 6001      Madison, Wisconsin 53715-1211 

608/263-3000        www.fpm.wisc.edu 
 

June 11, 2026 
 
City Building Inspection and Landmarks Commission 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd #017 
Madison, WI  53703 
 
RE: DEMOLITION LAND USE APPLICATION: 1800 UNIVERSITY AVENUE (#24L1U) 
 Zoning: Traditional Residential - Urban 1 (TR-U1) 

University of Wisconsin-Madison  
 
The University of Wisconsin-Madison intends to demolish the building located at 1800 University Avenue (MSN 
Building #0113), historically known as the Sea Grant Building or Old Poultry Building, originally constructed in 1910. 
 
This demolition approval application to the City of Madison by the University of Wisconsin – Madison regarding a 
structure located at 1800 University Avenue in Madison, Wisconsin. The structure has served various academic and 
administrative functions throughout its lifetime but has remained vacant for the last decade exceeding its useful life. This 
application is arriving 15 days after Alder (AD#8) and Neighborhood Association (Regent) notification and includes a 
variance approval by the Alder for this reduced period of time. There is no request to amend the Campus Master Plan or 
rezone the parcel at this time. All lands are owned by the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System. 
 
The following information is per Section 28.185 of the Madison General Ordinance for Demolition Permits approvals.  
 

- Condition and History of the House: The property at 1800 University Avenue, constructed in 1910, is a 2-
story, 5,101 GSF wood frame structure located between the UW Foundation building (1848 University Ave) and 
the Enzyme Institute (1710 University Ave). The clipped gable-end bungalow-style house is listed on the 
Wisconsin Historical Society’s (WHS) Architecture and History Inventory (AHI #109655) but not on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The building is not eligible for listing due to its lack of individual 
architectural or historical distinction (Miller, 2023). Designed by University Architect Arthur Peabody in 1909 
and built in 1910 as the home for the new poultry husbandry program, the building provided a “utility house” for 
the new faculty chair and staff. The actual poultry flock was housed in “long buildings” to the west. After 
Poultry left for their new building on Observatory Drive in 1959, the house became the home to various 
university departments, offices, and a day care after most notably being the federal and state funded Sea Grant 
Institute from 1975 to 1999 when they moved to Goodnight Hall and the UW Survey Center. 
 

- Potential for Relocation: A 44.40 form was submitted to WHS and concurrence received that no eligible 
properties would be affected. The property’s current condition and structural issues would pose significant 
challenges to any relocation efforts. 
 

- Campus Master Plan Alignment: The property was not identified for removal in the 2015 Campus Master 
Plan. The demolition request is driven by the building’s prolonged vacancy, outdated systems, non-compliance 
with current codes and ADA requirements, and the high cost of rehabilitation. The removal of this structure will 
facilitate future implementation goals within this part of campus.  
 

- Interim Condition Following Removal: After the demolition of the house, the site will be stabilized and 
prepared for future development. We plan to remove any contaminated soil, if applicable, grade the site and 
apply seed to establish cover.  Erosion control measures will be installed accordingly. This interim condition will 
ensure safety and allow for setup with the planned future development as to be determined by the forthcoming 
Campus Framework Plan. 

 



 
 

Facilities Planning and Management 
University of Wisconsin-Madison     21 N. Park Street, Ste 6001      Madison, Wisconsin 53715-1211 

608/263-3000        www.fpm.wisc.edu 
 

Application Materials 
- Demolition Land Use Application 
- Letter of Intent 
- Photographs of existing structure – zoning and master plan exhibits 
- University of Wisconsin Building Demolition Request Form 
- Alder/Neighborhood Association Notification  
- Alder Variance  

 
Project Participants 
 Owner:    State of Wisconsin 

Agency: Universities of Wisconsin 
    Board of Regents 
    Room 1860 Van Hise Hall 
    1220 Linden Drive 
    Madison, Wisconsin 53706 
 

Owner’s Contact: University of Wisconsin – Madison 
    Facilities Planning and Management 
    21 N. Park Street Suite 6101 
    Madison, Wisconsin 53715-1211 
    Phone:  608-263-3000 
    Attn:  Scott Utter, Director of Campus Planning & Landscape Architecture 

E-Mail:  scott.utter@wisc.edu 
     
Project Schedule: 
Demo List Serve Application  May 28, 2026 
Landmarks Meeting:   TBD 
Contractor Retained:   June 2026 
Mobilize Demolition:   July 2026 
Substantial completion:   August 2026   
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Cindy Torstveit 
Associate Vice Chancellor 
Facilities Planning & Management, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
cc:  Peter Schlecht, UW-Madison Assistant Vice Chancellor Campus Planning & Design 
 Ben Schmidt, UW-Madison Director Real Estate Development & Administration 

Scott Utter, UW-Madison Director Campus Planning & Landscape Architecture 
Jake Cox, UW-Madison FP&M Project Manager 

 Aaron Williams, UW-Madison Campus Planning & Landscape Architecture 
  

 













































From: Aaron Williams
To: AD 5 (district5@cityofmadison.com)
Cc: Scott Utter; Janine Glaeser; Jake Cox; Mary Czynszak-Lyne
Subject: ALDER DEMO NOTIFICATION - VARIANCE REQUEST: 1800 University Avenue UW-Madison
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2026 2:33:00 PM
Attachments: WHS approval note to Matt H 1800 University Drive.pdf

P-Exhibits-Photos.pdf
Importance: High

Alder Vidaver,
 
The below information is provided as a notification for a UW-Madison demolition. Included with this
information is a REQUEST FOR A VARIANCE FROM THE 30-DAY HOLD PERIOD between List Serv
notification and Demo Application Submittal. We would like to submit our application on June 11 (15
days) to ensure we have enough time to modify any drawings and when the contractor is anticipated
to begin demolition work so we can have the project complete prior to students back on campus and
the neighborhood heading into football season. The current schedule is:

Project included in Joint Campus Area Committee UW-Madison Project Updates starting in

January 2026.

5/27/26: Notify Alder & the Greater State Street Business Association

5/28/26: Submit to the Demo Listserv

6/11/26: Submit Application for Demolition of Principle Buildings

7/13/26: Anticipated mobilization/demolition

8/21/26: Project complete

The University of Wisconsin–Madison is intending to file an application for demolition approval of
the building located at 1800 University Avenue, historically known as the former Sea Grant Building
or Old Poultry Building. Constructed in 1910, the facility has served multiple academic and
administrative functions over its lifetime but has sat vacant for the past decade and has exceeded its
useful life.

Recent evaluations determined that the structure lacks sufficient architectural or historical
significance to qualify for historic preservation, and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has
informed campus that no historic properties will be adversely affected by its removal.

The demolition is driven by the building’s prolonged vacancy, outdated systems, non-compliance
with current codes and ADA requirements, and the high cost of rehabilitation.

Following removal, the site will be stabilized and converted to lawn until such time future plans are
determined through the forthcoming Framework Plan.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
 
     Aaron Williams, PLA, ASLA



     University of Wisconsin-Madison
     Campus Planning & Landscape Architecture
 
     Facilities Planning & Management

     21 N. Park Street, 6th Floor
     Madison, Wisconsin 53715-1211
     (608) 381-8406
 
     aaron.williams@wisc.edu 

 
 



From: Aaron Williams
To: Jason Ilstrup; "elizabeth@fontanasports.com"
Cc: Scott Utter; Janine Glaeser; Jake Cox
Subject: DEMO NOTIFICATION: Greater State Street Business Association - 1800 University Avenue UW-Madison
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2026 2:34:00 PM
Attachments: City Business Assoc Map.jpg

Jason/Elizabth,

The University of Wisconsin–Madison is intending to file an application for demolition approval of
the building located at 1800 University Avenue (Refer to attached exhibit of the location within the
Business Association boundary), historically known as the former Sea Grant Building or Old Poultry
Building. Constructed in 1910, the facility has served multiple academic and administrative functions
over its lifetime but has sat vacant for the past decade and has exceeded its useful life.

Recent evaluations determined that the structure lacks sufficient architectural or historical
significance to qualify for historic preservation, and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has
informed campus that no historic properties will be adversely affected by its removal.

The demolition is driven by the building’s prolonged vacancy, outdated systems, non-compliance
with current codes and ADA requirements, and the high cost of rehabilitation.

Following removal, the site will be stabilized and converted to lawn until such time future plans are
determined through the forthcoming Framework Plan.

     Aaron Williams, PLA, ASLA
     University of Wisconsin-Madison
     Campus Planning & Landscape Architecture
 
     Facilities Planning & Management

     21 N. Park Street, 6th Floor
     Madison, Wisconsin 53715-1211
     (608) 381-8406
 
     aaron.williams@wisc.edu 

 
 










