
10 Reasons to Repair Your Old Windows 
 

M ore heat is typically lost thoug h  your roof 
and un-insulated walls than throug h  your win-
dows.  Adding just 3 and 1/2 inches of insulation 
in your attic can save m ore energy than rep lac-
ing your w indow s and w ill likely cost less.  
Rypkema, 2006 
 

Replacem ent windows are called 
“replacem ent” for a reason. M anufacturers     
often offer lifetim e w arrantees for their w in-
dow s.  W hat they don’t m ake clear is that 30 %  
of the tim e, a rep lacem ent w indow  w ill b e re-
p laced w ithin 10  years. Rypkema, 2006 

Replacem ent windows that contain vinyl or 
P V C  are toxic to produce and create toxic b y-
products. Installing these in your house is not a 
‘green’ ap p roach. Sed ovic, 2005 
 
 

If your wood windows are 60 years old or 
older, chances are that the wood they are 
m ade of is old g rowth, dense and durab le 
w ood that is now  scarce. E ven high-q uality new  
w ood w indow s, excep t for m ahogany, w on’t last 
as long as historic w ood w indow s.  

N ot a D IY-er? There are p eop le near you w ho 
can do it for you. H iring  a skilled tradesperson 
to repair your windows fuels the local econ-
om y and provides job s. Rypkema, 2006 
 

According to studies, it can take 240 years to 
recoup enoug h  m oney in energ y saving s to 
pay b ack the cost of installing  replacem ent 
windows. C alculations b y K eith H eb erern availab le at 

w w w .histo richomew o rks.com/hhw /ed ucatio n/w ind ow shand out/
w ind o w energ yanalysis.pd f 

 

W ith a little b it of p ractice, it can b e easy—and 
inexpensive—to repair and m aintain your win-
dows.  
 

E ach  year, A m ericans dem olish  200,000 b uild-
ing s. That is 124 m illion tons of deb ris, or 
enoug h  waste to construct a wall 30 feet h ig h  
and 30 feet th ick around the entire U .S. coast-
line. E very w indow  that goes into the dum p  is 
adding to this p rob lem . H ad ley, 2006 
 

S tudies have dem onstrated that a h istoric wood 
window, properly m aintained, weather-
stripped and with  a storm  window, can b e just 
as energ y efficient as a new window. Sed ovic, 2005 
 

H istoric windows are an im portant part of what 
g ives your older b uilding  its character.  
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For m ore inform ation…  

www.P reservationN ation.org  
 
 

www.preservationnation.org
www.preservationnation.org

