
 
KEE Architecture 
621 Williamson Street 
Madison, WI 53703 
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(608)255-9011 FAX  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
February 24, 2010 
 
 
City of Madison Urban Design Commission 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. – Room LL-100 
P.O. Box 2985 
Madison, Wisconsin 53701-2985 
 
RE: Urban Design Submission 
 Children’s Zoo Barn – Henry Vilas Zoo 
 702 South Randall Avenue 
 Madison, Wisconsin 53715-1600 
 
To Urban Design Commission Members: 
 
The following, along with the attachments indicated, is a general overview and description for a 
request for final Urban Design Commission approval for a new Children’s Zoo Barn at the Henry 
Vilas Zoo located at 702 South Randall Avenue in the city of Madison. 
 

Project Description: 

This project will construct a ± 3,575 square foot heavy-timber wood-frame barn for the storage and 
display of zoo animals at the Henry Vilas Zoo.  The new barn will replace an aging metal built, built 
over 40 years ago. 
 
Sitework will be limited to the area immediately adjacent to the new Barn, and will include animal 
exhibits as well as interactive display and feeding. 
 

Zoning and UDC Review Requirements: 

The building site, located within the Children’s Zoo area of the Henry Vilas Zoo, is currently zoned  
C – Conservancy District.   
 
As a public building, Urban Design review and approval is required. 
 

Barn Massing and Materials: 

The Children’s Zoo Barn is designed with massing and materials suggestive of those found in 
vernacular farm structures in rural Dane County.  The superstructure is heavy-timber wood-frame, 
potentially utilizing recycled materials.  The elements have been arranged in a straight-forward way, 
to reflect the use of the building (a barn) and includes “additive” forms, typical of rural structures. 
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Materials are appropriate for a barn, particularly in a children’s zoo: 
 

Roofing (High): asphalt shingles, similar in color (gray/green) and texture to adjacent Zoo 
buildings 

Roofing (Low): standing seam metal roof – (color: gray) 

Siding (High): vertical board-and-batten siding – (color: barn red) 

Siding (Low): horizontal lap siding – (color: gray) 

Masonry Base: “Old World Tumbled” masonry, similar in color (natural tan range) and 
texture to adjacent Zoo buildings 

 
See elevations with material indications, attached. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
KEE Architecture, Inc. 
 
 
 
David J. Ewanowski, AIA 
Principal 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 

• Drawings (11” x 17”): 

 T101 Title Drawing 
A101 Site Plan (1” = 100’) 
A102 Site Plan (1” = 20’) 
A201 First Floor Plan 
A202 Second Floor Plan 
A305 Renderings 
A306 Building Elevation – North 
A307 Building Elevation – South 
A308 Building Elevation – East 
A309 Building Elevation – West 
A310 Exterior Materials 
A401 Building Cross Section 
A402 Building Transverse Section 
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