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3. Information about retrieving an impounded bicycle, including but not limited to, 
a phone number, address and the hours during which the owner may retrieve the 
bicycle; 

4. A phone number for the owner to call for information about alternate available 
parking for bicycles during the removal period.   

(b) Twenty-four (24) hours before the scheduled removal of the bicycle rack, notice shall be 
affixed to the handlebars or seat of any bicycle parked in the rack.  Said notice shall 
contain the identical information set forth in subsection (a).   

(c) Upon removal of the bicycle rack, all bicycles parked in the bicycle rack shall be 
removed and securely stored in the Police Property Room.   

(d) Once the bicycle rack has been removed, notice shall be affixed to the nearest permanent 
fixture providing information about retrieving an impounded bicycle.  The notice shall 
include a phone number, address and the hours during which the owner may retrieve the 
bicycle.    

(4) The City of Madison shall return the bicycle rack to its original location within twenty-four (24) 
hours after the removal period ends. 

 
12.77 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. (R. by Ord. 11,810, Adopted 3-4-97) 
 
12.78  REGISTRATION OF BICYCLES. 

(1) Registration and Licensing of Bicycles. No person shall operate a bicycle upon any public way 
within the City of Madison unless said bicycle shall have been properly registered by the City of 
Madison as hereinafter provided, or shall have a valid current registration in another municipality. 

(2) Registration Form. Every owner or operator of any bicycle within the City of Madison shall, 
within ten (10) days of the acquisition of such bicycle or from establishing a residence in the City, 
file with the Director of Transportation or her/his designee a complete description including 
make, model, color, serial number and additional information as required and name and address 
of purchaser of such bicycle, upon a form to be provided for that purpose. The registrar shall 
verify serial number and name and address. Such registration shall be serially numbered and kept 
on file by the Department of Transportation in its office as a public record. The registration shall 
be cross-referenced so that a bicycle can be identified by all of the following methods: 

  (a) Bicycle serial number. 
(b) Registration sticker or decal number.  
(c) Name of owner. 
(d) Any bicycle purchased from a bicycle dealer within the City of Madison after the 

effective date of this ordinance shall be registered by the dealer. The dealer, at the time of 
sale, shall require the buyer to complete an application for registration, collect the 
required fee, and mail the application and fee to the Director of Transportation or her/his 
designee no later than two (2) weeks after the date of sale.  When a bicycle dealer sells a 
bicycle to a person from another city, town, or village who wishes to register that bicycle 
in her or his home city, town, or village, the dealer shall, at the time of sale, complete an 
application for registration and indicate on the application that the bicycle is to be 
registered in another city, town, or village. All bicycle dealers shall supply registration 
information to the City on all bicycles sold or transferred. Dealers may retain one dollar 
($1) from the sale of each registration to cover the costs of administration of the 
registration program. 

(e) The University of Wisconsin-Madison shall actively promote bicycle registration through 
both educational and enforcement programs. The UW-Madison or its representatives may 
complete applications for bicycle registration and collect the required fee. The UW-
Madison or its designated representative shall mail the completed applications and 
collected fees to the Director of Transportation no later than two weeks after completion 
of each application. The UW-Madison may retain one-half of each registration fee 
collected to cover the costs of the registration program. 

 (Sec. 12.78(2) Am. by Ord. 11,917, 8-18-97) 
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(3) Sticker or Decal. Immediately upon the registration of a bicycle, the registrar shall issue to the 
owner of such bicycle a serially numbered sticker or decal to indicate the period of registration. 
Such sticker or decal shall be affixed to the bicycle frame so that it is plainly visible and shall be 
kept reasonably clean at all times. It shall thereafter remain affixed to such bicycle until the 
expiration or the cancellation of the registration. A fee of ten dollars ($10) for one or two 
bicycles, and eight dollars ($8) for each subsequent bicycle shall be charged for the registration of 
any bicycle under provisions of this ordinance. No person shall willfully remove, deface or 
destroy any such sticker or decal.  (Am. by Ord. 13,601, 5-11-04)  

(4) Expiration of Registration. Bicycles shall be registered every four (4) years. Registration of 
bicycles shall be effective until May 15 of the calendar year four years after the year of 
registration. 

(5) Lost Registration Stickers or Decals and Ownership Transfer. In case of theft or loss of decal or 
sticker, a new decal or sticker shall be obtained. Upon the sale or transfer of a registered bicycle, 
the new owner shall report the sale or transfer to the Chief of Police, indicating her/his name and 
address as well as the name and address of the person from whom the bicycle was acquired. 

(6) Notification of Change in Address. Whenever the owner of a registered bicycle moves or changes 
address, s/he shall notify the Chief of Police in writing of the new address within ten (10) days. 

(7) Bicycle To Be In Safe Mechanical Condition. The Chief of Police or her/his designee shall refuse 
to register or shall suspend the registration of any bicycle found to be in unsafe mechanical 
condition or not equipped or registered as herein required until proof is given that the defect or 
defects are corrected. Unsafe mechanical condition includes, but is not limited to, a bicycle with 
improvised or defective handlebars. 

 (Section 12.78 Am. by Ord. 10,245, 4-26-91) 
 
12.781  LICENSING OF BICYCLE DEALERS. 

(1) No person, firm, association or corporation shall carry on or operate within the City of Madison a 
business for the purchase or sale or transfer of new or used bicycles or bicycle parts, without first 
having obtained a license therefore as hereinafter provided. For purposes of this ordinance, the 
sale or transfer of three (3) or more bicycles in a period of one (1) year constitutes a business. 
(Am. by Ord. 8124, 10-17-83) 

(2) The license fee for each individual premises shall be one hundred dollars ($100) per annum. 
Renewal licenses shall be obtained on or before June 30 of each year or be subject to a late filing 
fee of 15% of the license fee.  Payment of the late filing fee shall not relieve any person from any 
other penalties prescribed in this chapter for failure to possess or obtain a license. (Am. by Ord. 
9022, 12-11-86; Ord. 13,601, 5-11-04; OD-06-00154, 11-23-06) 

(3) At least every 14 calendar days when bicycles are sold or transferred, every person, firm, 
association or corporation engaged in the business of selling or transferring new or used bicycles 
in the City of Madison shall report to the Chief of Police all sales, transfers, and registrations 
made by her/him, giving a description of each bicycle sold or transferred, the name and address of 
purchaser or transferee, make of bicycle, color, serial number, and additional information as may 
be required. New bicycles, manufactured without a serial number, shall have a serial number 
stamped on the frame by the dealer in accordance with an approved city numbering system. (Am. 
by Ord. 10,245, 4-26-91) 

(4) The Chief of Police shall provide suitable forms upon which such reports shall be made, which 
shall be furnished upon request to persons, firms, associations or corporations engaged in selling 
or transferring of new or used bicycles in the City of Madison. (Am. by Ord. 10,245, 4-26-91) 

(5) One designated copy of such record shall be retained by the licensee. Such reports shall be open 
to the police. 
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12.782  SALE AND RENTAL OF BICYCLES. 
(1) Provision of Safety Equipment. No person, firm, association or corporation shall sell or transfer a 

bicycle without proper safety equipment as designated in s. 347.489, Wis. Stats. 
(2) No person shall sell, transfer, or offer for sale or transfer any bicycle unless s/he can prove 

ownership of said bicycle. A City of Madison bicycle registration form or a bill of sale shall 
constitute a proof of ownership. 

(3) No person shall rent, lease or loan a bicycle of any kind to another unless s/he has ascertained that 
the bicycle is in safe mechanical condition, properly equipped and registered. 

(4) No person shall knowingly rent, lease or loan a bicycle of any kind to any person who is 
incapable of operating said bicycle by reason of physical or mental disability, or is under the 
influence of liquor, fermented beverages, narcotics or other drugs. 

 (Am. by Ord. 10,245, 4-26-91) 
 
12.79  PENALTY FOR VIOLATING SECTIONS 12.74 THROUGH 12.782. The penalty for violating 

Sections 12.74 through 12.782 shall be as follows: 
(1) Any person violating any provision of Sections 12.76(1) to (4), 12.78(6), 12.782(3) and (4) may 

be required to forfeit not more than twenty dollars ($20). 
(2) Any person violating any provision of Section 12.78(1), (2) and (4) may be required to forfeit not 

more than twenty dollars ($20) for the first offense and not less than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor 
more than fifty dollars ($50) for the second and subsequent convictions within one year.  

(3) Any person violating any provision of Sections 12.78(3), (5) or 12.782(1) may be required to 
forfeit not more than ten dollars ($10). 

(4) Any person violating Section 12.781 may be required to forfeit not less than ten dollars ($10) nor 
more than one hundred dollars ($100). 

(5) Any person violating Section 12.78(2), 12.781(3), or 12.782(2) may be required to forfeit not less 
than ten dollars ($10) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200) for the first offense, and not less 
than ten dollars ($10) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200) for the second offense and 
revocation of license for the second offense within a licensing year. 

(6) Any person violating any provision of Section 12.751 may be required to forfeit not less than ten 
dollars ($10) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100). 

(7) Any person violating any provision of Section 12.752 may be required to forfeit not less than 
twenty dollars ($20) nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250).  (Am. by Ord. 13,760, 
Adopted 12-14-04) 

 (Sec. 12.79 Am. by Ord. 11,810, Adopted 3-4-97) 




