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  10202 Rustling Birch Rd CDR 

  October 18, 2017 

 

 

October 18, 2017 

 

 

 

Urban Design Commission 

City of Madison 

 

 

RE:  10202 Rustling Birch Rd Sign Plan – Grand Arbor Reserve Apartments – Comprehensive Design 

Review of a TR-U1 Zoned Site 

 

Dear Commission, 

 

Attached is the proposed sign plan for the Apartment Building, Zoned TR-U1, located at 10202 Rustling 

Birch Rd. 

 

This application requests one (1) non-illuminated ground sign for identification of Grand Arbor Reserve 

Apartments. 

 

Per the Madison Sign Control Ordinance, section 31.043(4)(b) Comprehensive Design Review Criteria, 

below are the seven items required to be addressed: 

1. The sign plan proposed indeed creates visual harmony between the signs, buildings and site and 

appears to result in signs of appropriate scale and character, including the request to allow 

additional wall signage. 

2. Each element of the proposed sign plan is intended to identify the property and direct visitors in an 

effective manner. 

3. No elements of the proposed sign plan are intended to violate stated purposes of ordinances, and 

they do not appear to do so. 

4. All signs will meet minimum construction requirements of the Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance. 

5. All proposed signs are on-premise of the owner’s property and do not go beyond the restrictions of 

Advertising or Off-Premise Directional Signs in the Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance. 

6. The proposed sign plan is not intended to present hazards, obstruct views, obstruct visibility of 

lawful signs, or negatively impact visual quality, and it does not appear to do so. 

7. All proposed signs are on the owner’s private property. 

 

 

We believe the proposed sign satisfies all seven items above and is a pleasing enhancement to the aesthetics 

of this property.  Following is information specific to requested ground sign: 

 

 This development consists of two 50-unit apartment buildings connected by a common area.  When 

the Plan Commission approved this development, it was identified as a multi-family dwelling (one 

building); a multi-family dwelling does not have the option for a ground sign per Chapter 31 Sign 

Control Ordinance.  However, a property classified as a multifamily complex (more than one 

building) is allowed ground signage. 
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 Based on the scale of this property, we believe it is reasonable to consider how Chapter 31 Sign 

Control Ordinance allows ground signage for a property classified a multifamily complex.  

Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance allows Residential Building Complex Identification signage 

up to 12 to 32 square feet (net), depending on setback (ref. 31.14(3)(e)1.a.): 

Signs under this paragraph, whether displayed on a wall or the ground, shall not 

exceed twelve (12) square feet in net area nor be closer than ten (10) feet to any lot 

line, except such signs may be increased in net area by one (1) square foot for each 

additional foot that the sign set back more than twelve (12) feet from the street lot line. 

No sign under this section shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in net area.     

The proposed setback for the sign is approximately 16’ and the proposed sign is 13.19 square feet in 

net area when measured using the ‘three-box method’; that is, “a combination of not more than 

three (3) of the smallest possible squares or rectangles that can be drawn around sign copy of an 

irregular shape; enclosing the extreme limits of such sign copy with sides that are perpendicular to 

the ground. The perimeter shall not pass through or between any adjacent elements of the sign copy 

except when more than one square or rectangle is drawn around sign copy of an irregular shape, in 

which case each square or rectangle must be immediately adjacent to the next so that there is no 

space between them.” (ref. Sec. 31.03(2)).  The proposed setback complements existing landscaping 

and we believe the size of this sign is modest yet compatible with the size and scale of this property. 

 

 

In summary, the proposed ground sign is intended to optimize property identification while enhancing 

aesthetics of the property.  As such, we are seeking approval of this request. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Dan Pietrzykowski 

DP Industries LLC d/b/a Grant Signs 
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VIEW OF BUILDING A,
10202 RUSTLING BIRCH RD.

VIEW OF BUILDINGS A & B

VIEW OF BUILDING B,
10210 RUSTLING BIRCH RD.

VIEW OF 10202, 10206, 10210
RUSTLING BIRCH RD.

VIEW FROM MINERAL POINT RD.
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PROJECT BOUNDARIES
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EXISTING

BIRCHWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD
IDENTIFICATION SIGN

PROPOSED
LOCATION OF

GRAND ARBOR RESERVE SIGN
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1/2
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED:
ALL FLUORESCENT LAMPS WILL BE T12-CW-HO LAMPS.     ALL BALLASTS WILL BE COLD START ALL-WEATHER BALLASTS.     ALL NEON TRANSFORMERS WILL BE 30 MILLIAMPS.     120V PRIMARY POWER TO SIGNS WILL BE BY OTHERS.     ALL DATA LINES TO ELECTRONIC SIGNAGE WILL BE BY OTHERS.     ALL PAINT COLORS WILL BE SEMI-GLOSS FINISH. 

ALL SIZES AND SHAPES DEPICTED ARE REPRESENTATIONAL AND MAY VARY FROM FINAL PRODUCT.

2810 SYENE RD  -  MADISON, WI 53713 608.838.7794WWW.GRANTSIGNS.NET

09.18.17 CS CUSTOMER CHOSE OPTION “F” W/ A FEW 
DESIGN CHANGES

R1:

09.18.17 CS CUSTOMER CHOSE OPTION “F1” W/ A FEW 
DESIGN CHANGES

R2:

09.18.17 CS CUSTOMER CHOSE OPTION “F4”, ADDED 
ILLUMINATED OPTION

R3:

09.19.17 CS ADJUSTED LETTERING MATERIAL & MOUNTINGR4:

56397-05-2 11.18.16

               

GRAND ARBOR RESERVE

10202-10210 RUSTLING BIRCH RD. MADISON, WI

CS DAN  PIETRZYKOWSKI 

S/F NON-ILLUMINATED GROUND SIGN

A.) BASE CABINET
- PAINTED ALUMINUM

B.) MAIN CABINET
- BUILT INTO BASE CABINET A AS SHOWN
- PAINTED ALUMINUM

“GRAND ARBOR RESERVE”
- CAST ALUMINUM LETTER
- PAINTED AS SHOWN
- FONT: GT-FUTURA CONDENSED
- 10” TALL
- SECURED FLUSH TO ALUMINUM CABINET FACE

“AT BIRCHWOOD POINT” TO BE APPLIED VINYL

PAINTED ALUMINUM POLE COVER

UDC APP
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1

SW6306 CORDIAL (PAINT)

7725-31 MEDIUM GRAY (VINYL)

PMS 5405 C SHADOW BLUE (PAINT)

GRAND ARBOR
RESERVE

ISOMETRIC
VIEW

A

B

CONCEPTUAL RENDERING (*MAY NOT BE TO EXACT SCALE)

2

3

BOX 1: 6'-0 3/4" x 10 1/8" = 5.12 ft2

BOX 2: 3'-4 3/4" x 1'-10 1/2" = 6.37 ft2

BOX 3: 6'-0 1/2" x 3 3/8" = 1.7 ft2

TOTAL = 13.19 ft2

5'-7"

8'-0"

8'-0"
6'-6"

3"

3'-0"

6'-1"

SIDE VIEW

10"

1 1/2"

8" 8"

4" 1'-0"

3/4” = 1’-0”

13.19 ft²
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