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To:  ​ Board of Public Works 
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●​ President - Kyle Wienke (Wisconsin Books to Prisoners) 
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Re:   ​ Appeal of Privilege in Streets Denial 
Date:  ​February 26, 2026 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We are in receipt of the letter dated January 27, 2026 from Matt Mikolajewski, Director of the Economic 
Development Division where he informed us our Privilege in Streets permit was denied.  That letter states  
“The art is allowed to remain, but all other items named in the application shall be removed upon 
receipt of this letter.”  It also informs us of the right to appeal, which we are doing with this letter. 
 
Written comments in the application include some items in the terrace.  However, the map, which was a 
required part of the application, shows everything existing in the terrace, per the instructions we were given via 
email.  The letter only addresses a few items, including the benches, little free library/pantry and art.  We have 
attached a copy of the application including the map which includes many other items in the right of way (bike 
rack, kiosk, garbage cans, rain garden and perhaps mural and lighting).  We write today to clarify the intent as 
to the items not mentioned by Director Mikolajewski and appeal the findings in the letter.   
 
More importantly, it seems this action is being taken to eliminate homeless persons who live in the area.  When 
one does not have a home, there are many struggles.  Where does one go to the bathroom?  Where should 
one sit? Sleep? Eat? Legally exist? Without a home, many activities are forced to be performed in public and 
subject to complaints from neighbors and tickets from the police department.  Which is problematic for people 
throughout the entire city.  The city as a whole spends an inordinate amount of money to move people around 
through efforts of the Police, Fire, Parks, Engineering, Community Development and other departments.   We 
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expect the number of people using our streets as a home to increase significantly in the next year.  We had a 
35% increase in single persons experiencing homelessness since 2022 and the number of people who can’t 
get into shelter when the men’s shelter opens will increase the number of people on the streets as it will have a 
cap of 250 people and there have been nearly 400 people staying there this winter during the coldest nights.  
 
The Social Justice Center has been working to coordinate efforts to figure out where people should go, so the 
Police, Fire, Parks, City staff and outreach workers are sending a consistent message.   But the issue remains, 
we have no place to tell people to go.  If the City and County, or for that matter the entire nation, cannot solve 
these issues, it is unreasonable to expect the Social Justice Center to do so or continue to be a part of the 
system further oppressing people with nowhere to live. 
 
Secondarily, several of the items that the city is asking us to remove are memorial items for people who have 
passed away.  Moving art that has been in place for 20 years, benches that have been in place for 15 years 
and the little free library/pantry that has provided the community with approximately 10,000 pounds of food per 
year and has been there for 6 years will not address any of the issues above, because the fact remains that for 
many, there is no legal place to go.  And while we are expected to tell people to leave the terrace, no one can 
answer where we should tell people to go. 
 
Moving these items will not solve homelessness, will not remove people from the neighborhood and it certainly 
does nothing to address the increasing numbers of people who are homeless and will not be able to get into 
shelter.  Instead, moving these items merely makes the lives of people experiencing homelessness in this 
neighborhood less comfortable and less convenient. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Social Justice Center purchased this property from the Willy Street Coop in April, 2000.  At that time we 
acquired building permits to renovate the property as well as in 2008 a permit to fix the drainage pipe from the 
roof.  Since that time we have had several additional permissions granted by the city for various improvements 
to the property and surrounding area, including our murals. 
 
In January 2025, after repeated individual conversations with neighbors, the Marquette Neighborhood 
Association and area businesses, we reached out to the police department to see what their concerns were.  
Our efforts to resolve issues January - July 2025 are outlined in this July 2026 letter to the Mayor which 
culminated in a request to meet with the Mayor and various city departments that frequently answer complaints 
involving our unhoused neighbors.  That request to meet was not approved, instead we were told by Sam 
Munger, the Mayor’s Chief of Staff: 
 

 “Dear Ms. Konkel and SJC Board Members – thank you for the detailed letter outlining your concerns. We 
certainly agree that we would like to see the dispute between the Social Justice Center and its neighbors resolved 
collaboratively so that the SJC can continue its important work and residents’ concerns are addressed. 
  
My understanding is that there is a meeting scheduled for tomorrow between SJC leadership and MPD staff 
including Captain Hartmann to discuss the complaints. That sounds like an excellent next step toward making 
progress on the situation, and I look forward to hearing the outcome of that meeting.“ 
 

To which Brenda Konkel, one of our board members replied: 
 

Thanks for your response, but respectfully, we need more than a meeting with the police department, the city is 
working at odds with itself and we are caught in the middle. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UMg6P8TxaV-4IYJCq0SOhgV4m9qITYaANxrXtelsUi8/edit?usp=sharing


More importantly, I certainly hope that the Mayor's office doesn't see homelessness as a policing issue.  We've 
worked hard to decriminalize homelessness in this city and I hope we aren't going backwards, especially with 
Trump's latest executive orders.  I hope this progressive city can put our minds together and find a better way.  
Unfortunately, this is just a sign of things to come, especially when the men's shelter opens and only can take 250 
people when we know there were 400 in the shelters over the winter.  150 people aren't going to disappear.  In 
fact, if trends hold, that number will increase. 
 
I hope we can do better. 

 
That email went unanswered.   
 
Our efforts to work on issues collaboratively with the City have been one-sided and all remedies to issues have 
been placed on the Social Justice Center.  We have continued to do those things which we reasonably can, but 
most recently our efforts have been answered by:  

1.​ Building Inspection Order for weeds and plantings that are too tall 
2.​ Building Inspection Order to remove items in the terrace 
3.​ After we met with the Police Department and Assistant City Attorney Jennifer Zilivy on August 

5th we received a letter from the City Attorney’s office about "nuisance activities” at the Social 
Justice Center.   

 
The first building inspection report we were aware of was regarding weeds and the height of the plantings in 
the terrace.  Working with Building Inspection, we remedied that order within a week or two. 
 
The other building inspection report was to remove the items in the terrace.  We remedied that complaint, 
which we did not receive via mail until July 28, 2025 when we paid $50 and applied for Street Terrace Permit. 

 
   
On September 16th, Building Inspector Matt Tucker informed Brenda Konkel that we applied for the wrong 
permit which was “not approved/placed on hold”.   
 
On September 17th, 2025 we applied for a Privilege in Streets Permit and we paid $750.  The application was 
deemed complete on the date they received the check and we were notified on September 22 that they 
received the check.  However, the map we submitted, multiple times (9/17, 10/28, 10/30 and 11/12), was finally 
deemed sufficient for circulation on 11/13.  We heard nothing until January 27th, 2026. 
 
The letter summarizing our meeting with the Police Department and Attorney Zilavy demanded that we “take 
immediate and concrete steps to eliminate or at least reduce the nuisance activity”.   When we inquired about 
what was required, they said it was merely a summary of our meeting with the police department.  Follow ups 
included discussions about our lighting and we changed the timing on our lights. We heard nothing further from 
Attorney Zilavy after those interactions in the month following the letter.  We have since also installed a camera 
for our parking lot. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lWzIaidX-YLQdgE35H1rvs6sFZuQykFF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/permits/street-terrace-permit
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Since that time we have continued efforts to reach out to the city.  SJC scheduled a meeting with the mayor’s 
office, Parks Department, Police Department, Community Development Division, Alder Davy Mayer, Supervisor 
Yogesh Chawla, community businesses and the Marquette Neighborhood Association.   It has been over a 
year that we have been reaching out to find mutually agreeable solutions and work collaboratively with the City.  
Unfortunately, the city has taken an adversarial and enforcement approach instead of working together with us 
to resolve issues.  We have now scheduled a smaller meeting with CARES, Police and Community 
Development to continue working on solutions.  We will meet on the 26th, the date of this letter. 
 
We believe we have acted in good faith, complied with reasonable requests, complied with building inspection 
orders and come to the table in a collaborative spirit.  We recognize the answers to the issues we are facing 
throughout the City are not easily solvable.  However, homelessness is a protected class in the City of Madison 
and we should not be putting the burden of society's issues on those most marginalized in our community.  
 
ITEMS IN THE TERRACE 
We are writing to clarify that the following items are not to be removed despite the wording in the letter:   “The 
art is allowed to remain, but all other items named in the application shall be removed upon receipt of 
this letter.”  We presume that does not apply to the following: 
 

1.​ Rain Garden 
a.​ Approved by the city in 2008 when we had to tear up the side walk to fix the pipe that diverts the 

water from the roof into the rain garden 
2.​ Bike Rack 

a.​ This was installed by the city with the reconstruction of Williamson St. and encourages 
gathering as people come and go from parking their bikes. 

3.​ City Garbage Cans 
a.​ These garbage cans have been in place for 15 years or more and move around a bit according 

to need.  They were placed there by and emptied by the city. 
4.​ City Kiosk 

a.​ This kiosk was in place prior to 2000 when we purchased the property.  This kiosk also 
encourages gathering in the area as people put up posters and read them. 

5.​ Mural and lighting 
a.​ As we have a zero lot line building we are writing to clarify that the mural, approved by the 

Landmark Commission in 2010 is not to be removed. 
 
The following items have been in the terrace for 15 to over 20 years. 
 

1.​ The larger art sculpture by Gene Farley was donated by Gene and Linda Farley in 2004 in honor of 
David and Nan Cheney who were co-founders of and major donors to the Social Justice Center.  The 
art has been there since 2004 and it was dedicated to the Cheney’s in 2006.  It has been in place for 
over 20 years and honors 4 people who were fierce social justice advocates and have made our 
community a better place in countless ways. 

 

https://farleycenter.org/gene-farley-sculpture/
https://www.veronapress.com/news/community/revered-physician-social-justice-advocate-dies-at-86/article_0695eab7-f0fb-5998-b87b-1aeb5d870852.html
https://isthmus.com/news/news/dr-linda-farley-leaves-legacy-of-courage/
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/madison/name/david-cheney-obituary?id=35974074
https://captimes.com/news/opinion/column/dave_zweifel/plain-talk-social-justice-champion-nan-cheney-deserves-kudos/article_d72d642f-386b-50ae-8d56-02f41e9611cf.html


 
 

2.​ The simple wooden benches have been in place for nearly 15 years and were donated from the 
“Boombox the Wasteland” event that took place on the Union Corners property in June 2011.  The 
benches were donated by the Madison Community Foundation and Hinkley Productions.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The little free library/pantry is addressed below. 
 
ARGUMENT 
 
A. Applicant can meet requirements, should be approved. No standards for denial.  The Privilege in 
Streets ordinance, Madison General Ordinance 10.31 has no stated standards for approval.  It merely explains 
when the Director of Economic Development Division shall not recommend it in 10.31(2)(a). 
 

The Director of the Economic Development Division or their designee (Director) shall not recommend that 
the privilege be granted unless the applicant shows that the requirements of this section will be 
satisfied, and that applicable ordinances, resolutions and Board of Public Works and Plan 
Commission policies will be complied with. If the Director recommends approval of an application for a 
privilege in streets, the Director shall inform the applicant in writing of its recommendation and the conditions 
of approval. Following concurrence of the applicant with the conditions of approval, the Director, in 
cooperation with the City Attorney, shall prepare an agreement, setting forth the requirements and conditions 
under which the privilege in streets is permitted. Following execution of all the documents by the applicant, 
the required documents are to be executed by the Director, who shall monitor the payment of the annual 
fees in the event they are not collected as a special charge. 

https://eastsidehistory.wordpress.com/2011/06/11/boombox-the-wasteland/


 
The Director of the Economic Development Division did not allege that we would not meet these 
requirements.  We believe we will meet the requirements of the section and the city letter does not 
include a statement of which requirements we will not meet. 
 
B. Factually inaccurate allegations, lack of due diligence in investigation. Reasons stated in the denial 
letter are factually inaccurate or have little or no relation to the items in the terrace.  
 

1.​ Little free library/pantry.  The Social Justice Center 
little free library/pantry was installed during COVID when the 
building was closed in order to provide food to the community 
since we couldn’t run our indoor food pantry.  It is supported in 
partnership with the Willy St. Coop.  In July it will have been 
serving our community for 6 years.  Providing over 10,000 
pounds of food per year for those in need.   
 
The city ordinance allows little free libraries in the terrace area.  
This pantry contains a little free library.  Little free libraries 

require neither an application nor annual fee.  As the library has been there for 6 years in a highly 
visible area of the city, where the city picks up garbage weekly, we believed we were in compliance with 
the ordinance.  We were unaware of any violation until the building inspection order late last summer.  
We had been meeting with the city for months and there was no mention of the violation or the 
ordinance during that time.  While the preference not to have the items there has been raised by 
neighbors, the allegation that it was in violation of the ordinance was not raised in our multiple 
discussions with the city about issues on the property. 
 

a.​ Oversight. In the section of the where the little free library/pantry was denied, it alleges, without 
investigation or speaking with the Social Justice Center to verify the allegations, that it is “not 
monitored”, lacks operational oversight and we provide “no” oversight, routine inspection, 
food-safety oversight, oversight of perishables, expired or recalled items, consistent stocking or 
restocking and cleaning.   

 
This is unfounded. We are unclear how they drew this conclusion or what they based it on.  The 
pantry is stocked daily Monday - Friday, and in this process we are providing oversight, 
inspection, monitoring and, when needed, cleaning.  We regularly check for expired or 
perishable items.  The Social Justice Center as well as one of our tenants Madison Street 
Medicine are partners with Second Harvest Foodbank and we both have taken food safety 
trainings and get regular notifications about recalled items. In addition to the outdoor pantry, the 
Social Justice Center has a Second Harvest approved pantry that is open Monday and Friday 
afternoons. Madison Street Medicine has a mobile pantry for people sleeping outside. As such, 
both are monitored annually for compliance with their best practices.   While this little free 
library/pantry is not connected to Second Harvest Foodbank, we utilize many of the best 
practices and guidelines that we learned through that program. 
 

b.​ Congregation. The letter further alleges that the little free library/pantry encourages 
congregation.  That is not our experience.  People often make brief stops to visit the pantry, 
either to provide food or other items, or get food and other items.  We are not aware of people 
congregating near the pantry due to the food and other items the pantry provides.  People may 
congregate in the area for many reasons (bike racks, kiosk, lighting, etc), but it is not due to the 

https://www.facebook.com/willystreetpantry/
https://www.willystreet.coop/reader/august-2023/community-spotlight-social-justice-center/


little free library/pantry structure itself.  People typically visit briefly and then move on.  Removal 
of this little free library/pantry will not reduce congregating in this area. 

 
c.​ Public Health concerns. The letter further alleges the Public Health inspected and found 

concerns.  We never received any communication from Public Health. One of our tenants 
Madison Street Medicine is a partner with Public Health Madison and Dane County.  Public 
Health staff have frequented the building on multiple occasions, along with Madison Street 
Medicine volunteer doctors, nurses and other professionals.  None of them have raised 
concerns about the little free library/pantry. Surely if there was such a concern, we would have 
been notified and been asked to correct any issues by these professionals. 

 
d.​ Relocation not a solution to issues identified. Finally, the solution the city suggests is that we 

place the little free library/pantry onto our property, which will be a mere 20 feet away, where it 
would be legal.  The argument that food storage and food exchange is not an appropriate use of 
the right-of-way is not addressed in the letter, just stated as fact without support.  The 
conclusion that a little free library/pantry is a public health, safety and welfare risk based on its 
location in a right of way is inconsistent with their conclusion that “If the Center desires for such 
an item to exist, it shall be placed on private property, not in the public right-of-way.”   

 
e.​ Unclear Ordinance.  Given that the little free library/pantry has been in place for 6 years and it 

was only after months of discussions with the city they brought it up, we believe it is not clear 
that the ordinance was meant to restrict such a structure in the right of way.  Little free libraries 
are allowed, and this little free library/pantry should be allowed to continue.   

 
Allegations of inadequate oversight are not based in fact.  Congregating on public sidewalks 
and property is not related to the little free library/pantry structure, its part of being houseless 
and having no legal place to exist except in public.  Public Health concerns were not brought to 
our attention and relocation will not address the concerns allegedly caused by these items 
being in the right of way.  The conclusion drawn in the letter is based on inaccurate facts and 
irrational cause and effect logic.  For these reasons, we ask that you overturn the denial of the 
little free library/pantry which is a lifeline for many in the community, both housed and 
unhoused. 
 

2.​ Benches.  We believe removing the two benches mentioned above as well as the Dr. Dave Deci 
memorial bench will result in the opposite impact the city is hoping to achieve.  

 
 

a.​ Sitting and placing items on the sidewalk.  The chief complaint related to the benches 
appears to be about people sitting on the sidewalk and placing their belongings on the sidewalk.  
Removing the benches will only increase with the removal of the benches as people will have 
no place to sit or put their items except the sidewalk.    

 
b.​ Attractive Nuisance. The city asserts that the benches are “similar to an attractive nuisance” 

causing noise, trash, illegal drug use, alcohol consumption, disorderly conduct, encampments, 
and public urination and defecation adjacent to and on Social Justice property.  Removing 

https://www.streetmedicine.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=167:smi-honors-dr--dave-deci&catid=23:latest-news


benches will not impact any of this alleged behavior.  In fact, it would likely move any such 
activity onto the sidewalks and closer to the neighbors who make the complaints and 
exacerbate any issues that exist with the neighbors. 

 
c.​ Lack of oversight.  Lack of due diligence in investigation. The city alleges that this 

“attractive nuisance” is exacerbated by lack of oversight of the area.  Again, we are unclear how 
they drew this conclusion or what they based it on.  The allegations that there is “no staff 
supervision or oversight of this area by the Center and no resources available (e.g. restrooms) 
for those occupying the benches” is simply untrue.  There are over 25 staff and volunteers that 
are in the building daily Monday - Friday between the hours of 9am and 8pm and have oversight 
of this area. All the organizations combined have over 100 staff and volunteers that are in and 
out of the building on a regular basis.  To say we have no oversight of the area is simply untrue. 

 
d.​ Restrooms. Additionally, we offer one of the only restrooms in the area that is available to the 

public that doesn’t require a purchase to use it, except when the bathroom is open April - 
October blocks away in McPike Park and at the Willy St. Coop.  Surely we can’t be held 
responsible to offer restrooms for free to the community 24/7 when area businesses and even 
our parks cannot do so. 

  
e.​ Police Calls. Another allegation is that the people who sit on the benches have caused a 

significant amount of police calls to the area.  We meet every other week with the Madison 
Police Department and they report there has been a significant improvement in the area and 
have not asked us to address any issues since last August. 

 
f.​ Unrecognized efforts and results/unintended consequences. The city alleges that the 

“history and existing conditions make it reasonably foreseeable that allowing the benches would 
result in continued and potentially escalated nuisance activity in the area and obstruction of the 
public right-of-way.”  This statement gives no recognition to the changes to policies and 
procedures the Social Justice Center has made to address concerns over the past year.  
Unfortunately, some of the changes the City asked us to do, had unintended consequences.  
Banning people from the building and telling people that they can’t sleep on our private property 
resulted in people being on public property and in the neighborhood where we have no authority 
to address issues.  

 
g.​ History of the terrace. The city asserts that “The terrace is not designed or intended to function 

as a passive gathering area” however this ignores 50 years of history.  The terrace has been a 
gathering area since the 70s when the Willy St. Coop opened.  Seating for patrons was placed 
on the terrace long before the Social Justice Center purchased the property. 

 



 
 
 

h.​ Inconsistent statements. Lastly, the city states that “There is at least one photo of an individual 
using the area near the benches as a bathroom.” and uses that as a reason for denial.  
However, they also state that “Individuals using the parking lot as a restroom are not necessarily 
users of the benches, however, the benches are near the parking lot and serve as an invitation 
for people to stay, congregate and ultimately engage in illegal or unsafe behavior.”  It’s unclear 
to us what the city is asserting with the relation the benches play to the restroom issue. 

 
The public benefit of benches clearly outweighs the alleged activity that is illogically associated 
with the benches. From a social justice perspective, we had expected that since Mayor Soglin is 
no longer in office, that the city’s discriminatory quest to remove benches because homeless 
people sit on them was discontinued.  Many elders, disabled, tired mothers, bus users and 
pedestrians utilize public benches as a respite.  This is a clear accessibility and equity issue 
and we are providing a service that the City is not.  These benches serve as essential 
infrastructure for a welcoming city and thriving business district.  Removing benches merely 
displaces people with nowhere to go, with likely unintended consequences of pushing people to 
the sidewalks and deeper into the residential area.  Furthermore, there is no evidence that 
suggests that bench removal improves public safety.   

 
To make a public bench an “attractive nuisance” seems to fly in the face of many city 
placemaking policies. It seems “placemaking” is a desired outcome, unless it attracts people 
without homes.  Homelessness is a protected class in the City of Madison and to exclude uses 
based on this protected class is discriminatory. 

 
For all of the above reasons, we ask that the Board of Public Works reverse the denial of allowing the 
benches in the right of way. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The city has failed to make its case that all of the allegations of activities around the Social Justice Center are 
attributable to the little free library/pantry and benches in a right of way.  That is not the issue here.  The issue 
is there is no legal place for people without homes to exist.  There is no place to go to the bathroom.  That 
people without homes have to do everything that housed people do in their houses, in public spaces.   
 
The City, through Assistant City Attorney Jennifer Zilavy has tried various means to remove homeless people 
first from the Social Justice Center property itself and second, when unintended consequences resulted from 
our compliance, from around the Social Justice Center area.  The city then wrongfully blamed the Social 



Justice Center and the environment around it for their presence.  We have continued to engage with the city 
despite initial demands to have 24/7 security, put up cameras, remove the public health vending machines, put 
up no trespassing signs and have staff and volunteers in the building carry id cards so police would know they 
could be on the property and more. All these things would not change the fact that people have no legal place 
to legally exist or go to the bathroom.  Asking us to remove items that allegedly attract homeless individuals to 
the area sets a troubling precedent and leads to illogical conclusions. Many people experiencing 
homelessness gather near the Social Justice Center not because of terrace furniture, but because the area is 
well lit and populated as well as being close to many services (Luke House, Beacon, Wilmar, SJC, etc.), which 
makes it feel safer. If we follow the logic proposed by the city “removing features which attract people will deter 
congregation”, then that reasoning could just as easily be applied to the lighting at the SJC or long standing 
neighborhood services. Taken to its logical extreme, this argument would suggest removing the lighting and 
services as well, which is obviously an unreasonable and counterproductive outcome. 
 
As a result of neighbor complaints, police initially asked us to ensure people were not sleeping on our property.  
When we successfully removed people from staying on our property, the neighbors then complained that there 
were people adjacent to our property in the city terrace where we have no authority to enforce rules.  When the 
Police Department illegally ordered people off the terrace, they moved to the park. When the Parks Department 
asked them to move, they came back to this terrace.  Leaving us with the question, where should we direct 
people to go?  This would have been the same outcome with or without the little free library/pantry, benches 
and art.   
 
Our little free library/pantry was started during COVID due to the need, and stood as an example of what can 
be done more recently when the federal government did not make food stamp payments.  Many people 
throughout the nation provided food to neighbors in need through various forms of a little free library. 
 
Benches are best practices, they contribute to placemaking, assure accessibility and increase equity for 
seniors and people with disabilities and others who need a place to rest.  Homelessness is a protected class in 
the City of Madison and it seems that these benches are being removed to discriminate against people without 
homes.   
 
Removal of a little free library/pantry and 3 benches is not going to address the behaviors the city is trying to 
address or solve the issue of homelessness and the growing number of people who will be outside when the 
new men’s shelter opens.   
 
We are heartened that the City recognizes its broader responsibility to address needs and invest in appropriate 
infrastructure.  We applaud Alder Davy Mayer’s advocacy for timed locks for earlier bathroom access and look 
forward to the bathrooms opening again in April.  However, this is a year-round issue, and particularly 
problematic between the hours of 10pm and 6am.  In the meantime, we, unlike many other businesses, allow 
the public to use our restrooms Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm. 
 
The Social Justice Center and its member organizations will continue to try to work with the City to address 
issues in this area.  This year, we renewed our efforts to try to resolve issues and called a meeting with the 
Mayor’s Office, Police Department, Parks Department, Community Development Division, Marquette 
Neighborhood Association and other stakeholders.  On January 23, 2026 we met with the group to once again 
ask, if you don’t want people hanging out, where do you want us to tell people to go?  We all, collectively, know 
there is no answer to this and agreed to continue meeting.  We also know that we collectively waste an 
inordinate amount of time, effort, energy and ultimately money asking people to repeatedly move around the 
city with no satisfactory end result.  In short, we are managing homelessness instead of solving it, and we are 
doing a poor job of managing it, putting the burden on a protected class, those experiencing houselessness. 



 
We hope we can, as a community, find solutions, but relocating 3 benches and a little free library/pantry to 
private property is not the answer, particularly when they will just be moved 20 feet to the east. 
 
We respectfully request that you find that we have met the very limited requirement of the ordinance 
and that you overturn the denial of our permit with regard to the little free library/pantry and benches 
based on the above arguments. 
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