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Primary Goals
• Evaluate current conditions and 

opportunities of target 
waterfront parks: beaches, boat 
landings, kayak landings, and 
access piers and identify 
opportunities for improvement

• Collect lived experiences and 
integrate that into 
recommendations

• Produce a Beach Accessibility 
Checklist as a tool for 
compliance 

• View accessibility from a 
planning perspective and offer 
strategies for planning 
processes and implementation 
across design and 
programming in all outdoor 
public spaces
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INTERVIEWS
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Adam Kaniewski
City of Madison Parks Division Head Planner 

Autumn Neugent 
Community Disability and Adaptive Recreation Advocate, Active Consultant  

Nick Zouski
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Accessibility Coordinator 

Monica Spaeni
President of Access Ability Wisconsin 

Martha Siravo
Co-founder of Madtown Mommas and Disability Advocates, Active Consultant



Site 
Selection
Locations 
chosen by City 
of Madison 
Parks Division



EQUIPMENT
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COMMON DEFICIT
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Section B13 Checklist
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Marshall Park
COMPLIANT

Beyond Compliance Opportunities: 
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Tenney Park
DEFICIETS
Section B4 and B5 Checklist
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Tenney Park
BEYOND COMPLIANCE OPPORTUNITIES
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Tenney Park
ADDITIONAL CONCERNS
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Tenney Park
ADDITIONAL CONCERNS
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Brittingham Park
COMPLIANT

Beyond Compliance Opportunities: 
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Olin Park
DEFICIETS
Section B4 and B5 Checklist



M
ad

is
on

 W
at

er
fr

on
t P

ar
ks

 A
cc

es
si

bi
lit

y 
an

d 
Be

yo
nd

 C
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s

20

Olin Park

Beyond Compliance Opportunities: 
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Olin Park
Additional Opportunity
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SURFACES
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Concrete, asphalt, and other 
paved surfaces are more 
reliably compliant, but other 
materials, such as wood, and 
construction methods can be 
used to provide firm and 
stable surfaces. 

ABA Standards



THOUGHTFUL DESIGN
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ACCESS TO ADVANCED EQUIPMENT:
ALL-TERRAIN AND BEACH WHEELCHAIRS 
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•Early and Active Communication

•Public Engagement
The plan was produced in reference to education materials, speakers, and Paul Schmitz’s Public 
Engagement Toolkit and serves as a guide for the envisioned public engagement framework. 

•Thoughtful Programming
Example: Lake Wingra “Full Moon Paddles”
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FUNDING IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
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Looping in Improvements: Gibson Island 
Grants and Resources

MAINTENANCE 
CONSIDERATIONS

ACCESS AND 
ADVERTISING OF 
RESOURCES
Web Platforms, Signage, and Adaptive 
Equipment 

Beach mats, weather, etc


