
Madison Arts Commission • page 1

 
Project Description

Project Title		

Location(s) 			 

			 

Start date/time	

Project costs:

		   

		   

		   

215 Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd., Suite LL-100

P.O. Box 2985
Madison WI 53701-2985

Phone: (608) 261-9134
Fax: (608) 267-8739

www.cityofmadison.com/mac

Madison Arts Commission 

The City of Madison (MAC) 
recognizes the unique value of 
the arts and the contribution 
they make to the quality of life 
within our community. Madison 
Arts Commission was created by 
ordinance in 1974, to advise the 
Mayor, Common Council and 
city agencies on matters which 
relate to the creation, presenta-
tion and funding of public art.

Deadlines

�� Deadlines are: February 1,  
June 1, and October 1

�� All application materials must 
be emailed to the Madison Arts 
Commission (madisonarts@
cityofmadison.com) by 4:30 pm 
on the day of the deadline. 

 BLINK Grant Application

“The Beehive Project” by Chele Isaac, 
was an interactive public art project con-
sisting of a large scale beehive, featuring 
a queen bee inside typing a story on an 
old typewriter. The public participated 
by helping to write the story. 

Photo: Nadia Niggli

Applicant Information

Name	

Address (no P.O. boxes)	

City/State/Zip	

Phone	

Email		

Continue to page 2

		   

		   

		   

$	

$	

$	

$	

$	

$	

End date/time	

		

Estimated Total Costs / Income		

Do you have the necessary insurance coverage? 

	 	Yes		  	No

Do you have all necessary permits and permissions? 

	 	Yes		  	No	 	In progess

Additional project income (if any):

Amount requested from MAC

http://www.cityofmadison.com/mac
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Conceptual Approach			 

				  

				  

				  

				  

Project Description (400 words or less)

				  

				  

				  

 BLINK Grant Application (continued)


	Name: Helen Lee
	Address no PO boxes: 2326 E. Mifflin St.
	CityStateZip: Madison, WI 53704
	Phone: 6086162594
	Email: helen.lee@wisc.edu
	Project Title: The Circular
	Locations 1: Mobile public art space on a bike trailer in Madison
	Locations 2: 
	Start datetime: July 1, 2021
	End datetime: 10/1/21
	Project costs 2: Cyclist Wages
	Project costs 3: 
	undefined: Helen Lee UW-Madison Grant Funding
	undefined_2: 
	Madison Arts Commission: 
	Amount requested from MAC: 1500
	Do you have the necessary insurance coverage: undefined_3
	Do you have all necessary permits and permissions: undefined_5
	Conceptual Approach 1: The Circular is a mobile public art space on a bike trailer in Madison, WI. The Circular exists as a physical space and as a digital space on IG at @the.circular. The mobility of a bike cart enables public art to travel to all areas of the Madison community, especially neighborhoods where art has not been prioritized, accessible, or built into the fabric of community. Named after advertisements with high circulation rates, The Circular aims to deliver art to everyone. 
	project description: The Circular is a mobile public art space on a bike trailer in Madison, WI that will take routes through North, East, South, and West Madison on the weekends. The inaugural exhibition features Safety, by Helen Lee. Safety is a pair of found safety signs from the Oscar Meyer plant, recontextualized in the COVID era. Safety will run for the first month of The Circular's debut. I apply for support from the Madison Arts Commission to fund two $500 honorariums for future work to be shown on this platform. Each work will be shown for a month's time. Additionally, I ask for $500 to support the cyclist/gallery attendant's wages.

The Circular was conceived of last summer, following an exhibition at the Garver Feed Mill, in which Safety was first exhibited. I was pleased to be able to move a sign from one historical industrial landmark to another within Madison. But the venue did not feel quite right. I longed to move this language out into the community and for it to engage with a broader swath of the public. I realized a bicycle-scaled, mobile-space would be a cost-effective way of approaching issues of accessibility and audience. Furthermore, I realized a social media feed for this work would help visibility.

While the inaugural month features my own work, I am interested in this space as a viable platform for public art—2D, 3D, or performative in nature. I plan to put a call out for submissions via @the.circular social media channel for work to be featured in successive months. 


	Project costs 1: 2 honorariums @ $500 each
	Project 2 $: 500
	Project 3 $: 
	Project 1 $: 1000
	Income 1: 2000
	Income 2: 
	Income 3: 
	Estimated Total Income: 3500
	Estimated Total Cost: 1500


