
Note to Conunission

315 N. Pinckney Street, IVlansion Hill Historic District
Request for Certificate of Appropriateness for prior demolition of chinmey

This house was built for the Samuel Thuringer fanuly in 1887. The Thuringers were in
the mercantile business and over the years had several shops in Madison, mostly
clothing stores. The house was designed by local arclutect Owen Williams, a mason
and architect who trained with well-known local architect D. R. Jones, but who is not
remembered in Madison because he spent most of Ius career in Florida (parenthetically,
an article on Art Deco on the site www.pressarcliiive.nel. lists Williams as one of the most
noted American designers in that style).

The Thuringer house is an excellent, fairly intact example of the Queen Alme style and
is listed in our draft report on arclutectural styles as one of the best examples. Last
Spring the owners reroofed the house and removed two chinmeys, a plain brick
chimney at the back of the house, and an original decorative brick clunmey on the north
side of the building, clearly visible from the street. They had received orders from
Building Inspection to repair or remove the rear chinmey. The orders made no mention
of the north chinmey. The owners reroofed the house and removed the two chinmeys
without a building permit or approval from the Landmarks Conunission, as required by
ordinance.

The Landmarks Conunission ordinance states:

No owner or persoll in charge of a landmark, landmark site or structure within an
Historic District sball reconstruct or alter all or any part of tbe exterior of sucb
property or construct any improvement upon such designated property or
properties within an Historic District or cause or pertnit any such work to be
performed upon sllch property unless a Certificate of Appropriateness has been
granted by the Landmarks Commission or its designee(s) ..... (Sec. 33.19(5)(b)2.

If the property owner or the roofing contractor had applied for a building permit as
required, the Building Inspection counter persolmel would not have issued the permit
until a Certificate of Appropriateness had been issued and the unfortunate
circumstance of the lose of an original part of the house would have been avoided.

The Landmarks Conmussion ordinance further states:

In addition to any other penalty provided in this section, should an owner or
person in charge of a landmark, landmark site or structure within an Historic
District reconstruct or alter all or any part of the exterior of sllch property or
construct any improvement upon such designated property or properties within
an Historic District or cause or permit any such work to be performed upon such
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property without first obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness from the
Landmarks Commission or its designee or should such reconstruction, alteration
or olher work be performed in violation of the conditions of a lawfully granted
Certificate of Appropriateness, the Landmarks Commission, after reviewing such
reconstruction, alteration or other work, may order it removed if it does 110t

comply with the requirements of Section 33.01(5)(b)4. above or Illay order such
renovation as is necessary to make it comply with Section 33.01(5)(b)4. (Sec. 33.19
(5)(b)6.)

The decorative chinu1ey did contribute to the historic character of the house and to the
historic character of the district as a whole. The destruction of original historic parts of
a building in an historic district clearly harms the historic appearance and character of
the district. The preservation of historic elements of a building or an historic
neighborhood is the main mission of the Landmarks Commission. I reconunend that
the Landmarks ConUl1ission order the owner to rebuild the chinmey to replicate its
original appearance.

K. H. Rankin
Preservation Plalmer
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