


 

October 28, 2013 
 
Ms. Amy Loewenstein Scanlon, Registered Architect  
Preservation Planner 
City of Madison  
Department of Planning & Community & Economic Development 
Madison Municipal Building Ste LL.100 
215 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
Madison WI 53701-2985 
 
RE: Letter of Intent 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
644 North Frances Street 
Madison, WI  

 
Ms. Scanlon, 
 
Our firm has been working with a group of alumni from Delta Upsilon House Corporation to develop plans for 
renovations to the Chapter House on Frances Street.  The use of the Fraternity house has not changed since 
1906.  The house has had only one major renovation in that time (1960) and many partial renovations 
necessary to keep up with building code, as well as, wear and tear. The goal of this renovation is to provide a 
design for the next 100 years.  
 
We are requesting the Certificate of Appropriateness for the exterior scope of the renovation.  The complete 
scope of the renovation includes window and door replacement for the entire building, a rebuilt main entry 
stoop and a building expansion under the existing second story porch.  Additionally, the project will include a 
full remodel of the interior of the Chapter House.  Included is a more thorough explanation of each area of 
work. 
 
The existing window and door systems are not original to the house.  Replacement type window and door 
systems were installed in 1994.  Disrepair and infiltration concerns have warranted their replacement.  
Additionally, this replacement did not properly address the historical aesthetics of the original systems.  It is 
the goal of this scope of renovation to provide a more historically contextual window and door system, 
providing enhancements to thermal performance while maintaining a budget.  The basis of design will be 
consistent with Pella Architects Series, clad double hung window systems.  Attributes of this system will 
include; white aluminum clad exterior wood window, Low E w/ Argon Insulated Glass, Offset upper sash with 
upper sash integral vertical divided light grilles and Craftsman Style Entry Door Systems. From a historical 
aesthetic standpoint the specified systems will better convey sight lines of the original window jambs, provide 
increased area of vision glass, as well as, replicate the offset sash height of the original design. While Clear 
Insulated Glass would better replicate the visual characteristics of float glass, Low E w/ Argon Insulated Glass 
has been selected due to the performance characteristics of greater condensation control, UV protection and 
solar heat gain. 

 



 
 
MEMORANDUM DATE 

 

The existing front entry stoop and perimeter masonry wall have heaved and spalled to the point where 
complete reconstruction in necessary.  Additionally, the existing stoop does not accommodate current 
accessibility code standards requiring access to public floors.  It is the goal of this scope of renovation to 
provide a reconstructed masonry perimeter wall and accessible ramp in lieu of a stair.  The masonry perimeter 
wall will be reconstructed to match the size and material of the existing system.  Salvage of masonry will be 
considered if it deemed fit.  The front entry stoop/ ramp will be enclosed by the masonry perimeter wall with a 
simple straight run ramp extending to meet site grade at a pitch to 1/12.  Unobtrusive steel handrails, as well 
as, wall mounted step lights will be provided to accommodate code requirements.   
 
The building expansion under the existing second story porch will be constructed to replicate the existing north 
façade under the porch.  Punched window openings with masonry and cast stone banding to match existing 
will be incorporated within the new exterior wall assembly.  The exterior face of the new exterior wall assembly 
will align with the rear side of the existing masonry porch pier systems.  This concept was recommended and 
reviewed by Jennifer Davel, Preservation Architect, with the Wisconsin Historical Society.  Additionally with 
this scope, the existing the porch railing system will be replaced to accommodate code requirements.  The 
replacement railing system will be painted wood constructed to replicate historical images. 
 
The impetus of the interior scope of renovation is a Building Code mandate requiring a fire sprinkler system for 
the facility. Adding a fire suppression system involves a significant amount of demolition.  Considering that the 
house has seen very little renovation in the last 50 years, the House Corporation has taken the opportunity to 
plan other much needed improvements, viewing this as an opportunity to revitalize the facility continuing to be 
good stewards for a successful longstanding Madison landmark.  The key improvements include; 
accommodation of existing and future code compliance including accessibility requirements, toilet and shower 
facilities, MEP infrastructure, building security, energy performance upgrades contributing to lower energy 
costs and updated commercial grade finishes enhancing ease of maintenance, durability and respect for the 
historic nature of the building style. 
 
The included package illustrates the condition of the property and the intent for the renovation. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Strang, Inc. 
 
 
Mark Bastian, AIA 
Architect 
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Current Conditions - Exterior
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Current Conditions - Exterior
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Current Conditions - Windows
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Current Conditions - Front Entry
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Current Conditions - Exterior - Lakefront Facade
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Current Conditions - Exterior - Lakefront Facade



DELTA UPSILON
CHAPTER HOUSE RENOVATION

Exterior Elevation - South and East
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Exterior Elevation - North and West 
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Floor Plans
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Proposed Front Entry
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Proposed - Addition to First Floor Dining Room
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Historical and Current Conditions - Living Room
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Proposed Design - Living Room
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Historical and Current Conditions - Trophy Room
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Proposed Design - Trophy Room




