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Dear UDC members, 

Mid-West Family Madison is requesting a modification to the setback requirement of 20’. 

This is because it is in Urban Design District 2, which requires a 20’ setback for a sign 

more than 20’ sq. ft. You can find this is section 33.24.4 b. vi. Mid-West Family is looking 

to replace the existing ground sign and reuse the same foundation. Also install a wall 

sign at the left corner of the street elevation.  

The building is setback back approximately 250’ from Rayovac Drive. This is a large 
setback for a building. It is also slightly tucked behind a multi tenant building. Rayovac 
Drive also curves East making it more difficult to see the sign if it is setback 20’ driving 
North. The sign is at a deciding point where a client or visitor must turn to reach the 
parking lot. The property only has one entry and exit point. Coming from the North 

driving South if we move the back sign back to the 20’ the sign will be blocked by the 

other existing sign on the neighboring property. Exact Sciences also influences the 

situation because it creates a higher level of traffic in the area. Exact Sciences is a large 
company with many deliveries and such.  

The existing sign size = 8 1 ½” W x 5’-9 1/8” H. The new sign cabinet is similar in size at 

8’ W x 6’ tall. This property is zoned SE Suburban Employment and a Group 3. Per 

standard sign code this property is allowed 32/64 with a 10’ max height. The new 

proposed sign has a net square footage of 14.02 and gross square footage of 48. 

The goal is to reuse the existing foundation and steel pipe. The existing landscaping 

bed will be trimmed up and lowered so you can see the sign base. The proposed sign is 
a high- end design and an upgrade from the existing signage. The sign is a routed 

aluminum face with subtle blue edge lighting around the cabinet.  

Mid-West Family is proposing the setback remain the same as the existing one. The 
landscaping will be cleaned up and trimmed down. Current plants are rose bushes after 
installation they will replant similar-in-size plants and fill mulch back in. The current 
setback is 8’. This will allow the new ground sign to stay visible from both sides of the 
road. The proposed signage is tasteful and enhances the overall property. This solution 
reduces construction because moving the new sign 20' back requires creating a new 
foundation and moving the electrical about 10'. 

We have included pictures of the sign package along with details and locations. Final 

approval is requested for the setback modification.  

Thank you,  

Allie Novitske – Sign Art Studio 



a. UDD 2 Guidelines  

a. Signs should identify the activity without imposing upon the view of residents, 

businesses, or activities of the district. The signage identifies the business and 

helps guide visitors to the right building since it is setback from the road. Currently 

the sign does not impose on any businesses or activities. The new sign will not 

either.  

b. Signs should be appropriate to the type of activity and clientele at which its 

message is aimed. Sign is appropriate for Mid-West Family. The sign is an updated 

look from the existing. The sign has a high-end design.  

c. Signs should be designed so as to be legible to the intended viewer in relation to 

the surrounding circumstances. The sign is designed for drivers to view from the 

road, so they can turn into the correct driveway.  

iv.  Signs should avoid covering or impinging upon landscape features or significant 

structures. The landscaping will be trimmed and updated. This has been included in the 

writeup.  

b. Requirements 

i. Signs, if located on or adjacent to buildings, shall be integrated with the 

architectural design of the buildings. The sign includes brushed aluminum elements that 

match the architect of the building.  

ii. Signs shall be located and designed only to inform the intended clientele. 

d. Signs shall be used only as identification of the establishment and shall have no 

more than a total of eight (8) symbols and/or words. The sign has 6 words or 

symbols.  

iv. No portion of an illuminated sign shall have a luminance greater than two hundred (200) 

foot lamberts for any portion of the sign within a circle two (2) feet in diameter. No sign or 

part of any sign shall change its level of illumination more than once every one (1) hour. (Am. 

by ORD-09-00091, 8-1-09)   

e. Electronic changeable copy signs, if permitted in the District, shall comply 

with 31.046(1) which requires that electronic changeable copy signs 

in Urban Design Districts shall not alternate, change, fade in, fade out, or otherwise 

change more frequently than once every one (1) hour. (Am. by ORD-09-00091, 8-1-

09) 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/wi/madison/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COORMAWIVOIICH20--31_CH31SICOOR_ADGERE_31.046MISI


vi. A minimum setback of five (5) feet is required of all detached signs. A minimum setback of 

ten (10) feet from the public right-of-way is required for signs exceeding ten (10) square feet 

in net area and fifteen (15) feet in height. A minimum setback of twenty (20) feet is required 

for all signs exceeding twenty (20) square feet in net area or twenty (20) feet in height. No 

detached sign shall exceed seventy-five (75) square feet in net area and twenty-five (25) feet 

in height. Based upon the following criteria the Urban Design Commission may specifically 

approve a larger sign or reduce the setbacks above: 

A. An exception from the size and setback limitation is necessary for a sign located on the site 

of an establishment to be identifiable and legible from the nearest roadway at prevailing 

speeds; and  

B. An exception from the size and setback limitation will result in a sign more in scale with the 

building and site and will result in a superior overall design. 

We are asking for the setback of 20’ that is required to be reduced. The request for approval  

is to place the sign at a 8’ setback from the sidewalk. This is where the current sign is located. 

It is outside of the 10’ by 10’ vision triangle. The goal to is reuse the foundation and power vs. 

construction to move the sign 12’ back. The sign is in scale with the current sign and the 

neighboring signs. The building is also at a unique setback of approximately 250’, so it is 

important for visitors to see the sign closer to the road.   
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325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
makesignsnotwar.com

GMI

DATE :7/10/2023 CUSTOMER: MID-WEST FAMILY - SIGNAGE - 01031523 ADDRESS: 730 Rayovac Drive, Madison, WI 53711



KEY NOTES:

FINISHES:

CALCULATIONS:

GMI

DATE :7/10/2023 CUSTOMER: MID-WEST FAMILY - SIGNAGE - 01031523 ADDRESS: 730 Rayovac Drive, Madison, WI 53711

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

Satin Dauphin grey metallic MP 19844 (C,A)

325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
makesignsnotwar.com

A -Aluminum tube frame construction main 
cabinet reveal and base. paint colors as shown.

B - (M,W logo icon) 4” deep face lit channel 
letter cabinet Returns and trim cap to be 
prefinished white. Acrylic to have a die cut 
digital print applied first surface.

C - Cabinet surround to be a halo and face lit 
routed face cabinet backed with prefinished 
white acrylic. with blue vinyl second surface 
cabinet to be 2” deep with a 1-1/2” standoff off 
main cabinet. to light as shown in night view.
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Mounting locationExisting sign

Isometric View

Side View

Digital print to match PMS 11-5 (B)

Digital print to match PMS 108-6 (B)

MP Satin to match PMS 11-5 (A)

MP Satin to match PMS 108-6 (A)

MP Satin aluminum (A)

Prefinished White returns & trim cap (B)

TOTAL NET Area: 14.02' sq
TOTAL GROSS Area: 48' sq

Night view

1 CT
D/F
8'-0"

4'-0"

1'-10 1/4"
2"

2'-7"

10"

1'-5"

7'-5"

2'-3 1/4"

2'-8 3/8"

7 1/4"

A

B

C

1" 2"2"

A

BB

C

WIDTH:  8’0”
HEIGHT: 6’-0”
AREA: 48’ SQ.

WIDTH:  6’-1  3/4”
HEIGHT: 2’-3 3/8”
AREA: 14.02’ SQ.

6'-1 3/4"

2'-3 3/8"



View looking South - Red outline illustrates if we move the sign back 20’ it will be 
blocked by the existing ground side on the neighboring property. 

View looking North - Red box is 20’ setback. Available space is 37’-8”. Sign 
will look unbalanced pushed back in this area. 

DATE :7/10/2023 CUSTOMER: MID-WEST FAMILY - SIGNAGE - 01031523 ADDRESS: 730 Rayovac Drive, Madison, WI 53711



Building is setback approx. 250’ from the road 

DATE :7/10/2023 CUSTOMER: MID-WEST FAMILY - SIGNAGE - 01031523 ADDRESS: 730 Rayovac Drive, Madison, WI 53711



10’

10’
 8’ Setback from sidewalk 
6’ Setback from the property line  



10’ 

10’ 

8’ Setback 



DATE :7/10/2023 CUSTOMER: MID-WEST FAMILY - SIGNAGE - 01031523 ADDRESS: 730 Rayovac Drive, Madison, WI 53711

Existing signage conditions in the area. All setbacks are less than 10’ from sidewalk. 

9’-4” Setback

6’ Setback 

3’-6” Setback

9’-4” Setback

8’-8” Setback

8’ Setback
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